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PRESIDENT'S  REPORT 

From  President  Truman's  Economic  Report  to  Congress  presented  on  January  8:- 

"The  long-range  agricultural  policy  of  the  Government  should  be  aimed  at 
'.--■reser  i.n;-:  the  family-sized  farm  and  preventing  another  agricultural  depression 
as  -re  jc  through  the  readjustments  follomng  the  Secona  ViTorld  '«Var,  ..." 

"MAN  OF  THE  YEAR'> 

Each  year  the  Progressive'  Farmer  selects  the  outstanding  agricultural  leaders 
of  each  state  in  their  circulation  area.    In  the  January  edition  of  the  Georgia- 
Alabama  -Florida  issue,  two  FHA  officials  were  chosen.    Regional  Director 
Ernest  S.  Morgan  was  selected  as  the  outstanding  agricultural  leader  of  the 
three-state  area,,  and  Alabama  State  FHA  Director  Iviillard  Hosmer  Pearson  was 
selected  as  "Man  of  the  Year  in  Service  to  Alabam.a  Agriculture." 

In  reporting  Vir.  Morgan's  selection,  the  Progressive  Farmer  said;     "This  year 
we  are  recognizing  a  man  of  outstanding  service  to  Georgia,  Alabama  and  Florida 
ajricolture — EPIIEST  S.  MORGAN,  Regional  Director  of  the  Farm  Security  Adminis- 
tration since  January,  1939.    Mr.  Morgan,  holds  that  family-type  farm,  ownership 
is  the  bedrock  of  democracy."    The  article  continued  with  a  report  on  FILA.  ac- 
Gcraplishiiients  under  Mr.  Morgan,  pointing  out  that  one  out  of  every  fifteen  full 
owners  of  fanns  in  the  three  states  had  either  purchased  farms  thiv. ugh  loans 
under  the  Bankhead- Jones  Farm  Tenant  Act  or  through  private  loans  made  after 
the  families  had  received  aid  and  training  in  the  Farm  Security's  rehabilitation 
program.    Over  20,000  families  in  the  three  states  attained  ownership  through 
participation  in  the  FSA  program.,  3>211  boys  and  girls  went  to  college  from 
hones  of  FSA  borrowers,  and  126,000  families  in  the  southeast  had  been  instructed 
in  the  use  of  pressure  cookers. 


Of  l:r,  Pearson,  the  Progressive  Farmer  said  "In  serving  fauiilies  who  have 
needed  a  new  stake  in  farming  and  new  inspiration  to'  go  ahead,  probably  no  State 
in  the  Nation  has  had  more  problems  to  be  faced  than  Alabama.    For  t-he  outstand- 
ing job  he  has  done  in  this  field,  we  recognize  dlLLARD  HOSMER  PEAI-ISON,  State 
Director  of  FSA  since  1939'j  as  'Man  of  tp.e  Year  in  Service  to  Alabama  Agricul- 
ture'Since  July  1,  1935 >  one  out  of  every  five  families  in  the  State  have; 
gone  to  FSA  for  help.    In  serving  them,  Mr,  Pearson  has  kept,  constantly  before 
him.  the  goal  of  helping  families  to  help  themselves,  of  helping  them  to  become 
healthy  and  self-sustaining,  to  be  better  farmers  and  better  homemakers." 


EDITORIALS 


A  BRIGHTER  VIEvif  OF  TI-E  GEORGIA  SCENE.     By  Wright  Bryan . 

Atlanta  ( Ga. )  Journal ,  January  19  -  -  -  "The  Henry  Grady  Hotel  was  the  scene 
Friday  njght  of  the  third  annual  'Paid-Out  Dinner  of  Georgia  Fanily  Type  Farm 
O'.TOers',    Honor  guests,  Ymo  occupied  most  of  the  space  in  the  Dixie  ballroom 
of  the  hotel,  vrere  men  vrho  have  finished  pairing  for  their  0V;Ti  farms  through 
the  Farmers  Horae  Administration,  formerly  the  Farm  Security  Administration. 

"These  are  men  who,  with  their  families,  have  a  personal  stake  in  Georgia's 
f,iitji'r&--rand;  k"now  it,  '  Their  concern  is  with  the  soil,  with  crops  and  livestock 
mth  hom^e  and  famiily,  mtn.  church  and  communitj^.    So  long  as  bneir  number  con- 
tinues to  increase,  Georgia  can  see  hope  for  a  decent  future  through  the  gloom 
of  a  political  wilderness.       '    .    ,  .,; «  ■.:•".)...... 

"Those  assem.bled.  ha vs  made  their  final  pa.yri'.ent  ■  f  or  their  farms  since  January, 
1946.    There  are  202  who  paid  out  during  the  year,  bringing  the  total  of 
Georgia:' s 'paid  out  hew^  farm^  cyn^ers -  to  4;54.    The  net  .worth- of  these. .202  paid 
.out  borrowers  .before'  enr-olliuent;  averaged   !il,091-  each.  .  ;Novir  tney  nave  an 
average  '-korth  of  ^^7,921     ■     ■:  ■  '  ■.  :.f        "  ^'   ■ " '      '  '  ' 

"'■'Ii'icn  you  become  despondent  about.  Gepj;gia,,  the- best  prescription  is  to  attend 
a  mieeting  of  'Paid  Out  Farmers,  '  "or  "of  tlie  "<i'-H  Clubs,  or  of  the  Future  Farm.ers 
of .  America,  or  of  the  Soil  .C-cnser  vat  ion  c.o-'Operati  ves  .    There,  you  meet  the 
•  ■people  who  are  going  to  ■  redeem,  this-  state,.:"    ,  .'^  "'  "    ":  . 

THE  SUCCESS  OF  AN  ARKAM3AS  FARi'.'.  COUPLE.  ,  ,     .    "'  ^  ^  .  '  ' 

Little  Rock  (Ark.)  Arkansas  Gazette,  December.  21,  1946  -  r-  -"In  advancing  ..from 
sharecroppers  to  ownership  of  an  86-acre  farm.,  and  to  tiie  enjoyment  of  com- 
fortable living,  .Ivlr o.  :and  Mrs-;  Edgar  hicholson,,  yiixo  won  .the  Llemphis  Commer'-ial 
: Appeal.'  s  -  Plant  to  Prosper  sweepstakes'  award,  gave  convincing  proof  that  one 
ef-  ;the-  solutions-,  for  , the.,  problems  inherent  .in  the  South' s  old  form^.of  agri-..  .. 
-culture  is.  tc  be  found  r.on  the-  farm,  ;  high  wages,  being  paid  in  . Indus  tries  did 
ne/t  -lure  this- couple-  to  .a  city......    ■.     ,  - 

"The  Nicholsons  determine.d...  to  create  for.  tnem-selves  a  .-higher,  standard  of 
living  by  follomng  -prihci-ples  of-  m.odern  agriculture ,    Their  farm-  which  they 
bought  in:  1941  ^through -the.Farm  .Security  Adm.inistration,  was  not  a  fine  one. 
The. house  typified  the;.: kind,  that  :had-, shelter ed  ^ them  on  other  people ' s  .  land. 
But.  weatner beaten, walls  and.,'Yfoi''n-  -fields  did  not  weigh  heavi.ly  on  them.  The 
'moving  ,;f  ran--  farm'  tQ..fan»-  had. -is  topped,  .  They  were- establishing  ther..s  elves  for 
permanency,  '  „    -    •  ,  ■     --  - 

"They  spent  for  the  food  they  bought  this  .past  jrear  only  ■:)132.94j  and  they 
lived  .-well.    Their  own  fanfi  vras  -producing.,  most  :ef  "their  ."fopd,  and  providing 
a  good  income-:..    Dive-r sif led  :Grops.  and  livestocks,  and  conservation  carried 
out  -1th.  the  purpose -pf  .  bringl.iig;  tr-,e  :Soil  to,, high-, productivity.  .a.nd  keeping  .  ._- 
it .  that,  wajr,  .m.ade.  this  remarkable. -.progress  pps.sible , ,  ;  The  new  hogie  the 
Nicholsons  built  is  very '^atti-'aGtive. .and  well  f  urn  is  bed  .-r  Jt  wouid.,be-a  nice., 
house- ;in  ;any  ;toYm  .  •  .  -■; 


■ 


"A  oeiTTjaiient  home  with  good  means  for  li\'ing.  rias  enabled  Lhis  family/"  to 
participate  more  in  conimunity  act.,  v'ities .    Tr.eir  area  is  benefiting  from  bhe 
stability  tney  have  achieved." 

FAPj;S-t3  KCvS  PRAISED.  ^ 

Al;-ion  (Neb.)  f j evfs  described  the  grave  condition  of  oar  agricultural 
,copalat:.on  during  the  drought  and  depression  years  and  told  "now  credit  was 
provided  by  the  Government  to  meet  the  pressing  needs  of  fariacrs  in  Nebraska, 
jt  said  that  in  ooone  Co-onty  the  FHA  has  made  a  very  outstanding  record.  The 
article  goes  on  to  state — 

"T.'.is  is^  in  brief,  a  financial  suv.mar3'  of  vihat  Farmers  Home  has  done  for  the 
faiTiers  of  Boone  County.     It  does  not  s:  ow  tne  li.ost  im.portant  results  that 
cannot  be  esoimated  in  dollars  a'^-j  contr. .    By  tiie  proper  use  of  loan  funds 
i'vany  farKiers  r/ere  helped  to  stay  on  the  farm  through  trying  conditions  as  a 
result  of  reverses  suffered  in  pr*;.vious  years  .    It  does  not  show  the  am.ount 
of  children  that  were  allowc;d  to  stay  in  high  school  or  ^^o  to  college  because 
their  parents  could  stay  on  the  farm  and  give  their  children  some  help  toward 
reccivj.ng  education.    It  uoes  not  shoiv  the  churcnes  that  v/ere  supported  or 
the  co-iu. unity  activities  that  these  families  took  part  in.     It  oous  ;iot  show 
the  improved  health  of  the  families  or  the  improved  standard  of  living,  or 
the  improve ■ ant  in  fanning  methods  or  livestock.    These  things  cannot  be 
;;ieas"iired  in  dollars  and  cents,  but  dollars  'ind  cents  properly  usea  ho  maliu  a 
ciifferenco  in  them.    The  Farmers  i.om.e  nas  c/ery  right  to  be  proud  of  their 
activities  in  Boone  County." 

FAVORS  FHA 

North  Da': Ota  Union  Farmer,  ..ovember  4  -  -  -In  the  Policy  and  Action  Program 
for  1947  adopted  by  delegates  to  the  2uth  annual  convention  of  North  Dakota 
Farmers  Jnion  at  Bismark  on  October  26  t;-e  appended  objectives  wore  made 
part  of  ohis  program: 

"The  farm  enlargement  loan  program,  sponsored  tvra  years  ago  by  tne  Fariacrs 
union,  novr  authorized  in  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  Act  ought  to  be  put 
to  ■■.Tork  at  once  and  expanded  ns  rapidly  as  possible.    T';is  program  can  be  of 
■jr,a;ior  importance  in  reducing  tenancy  and  establisr.ing  thousands  of  econOw.ic 
f aMily-size  farms." 

"The  pro7:.sion  by  Congress  and  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  Act,  a  permianent 
legislative  authority  for  the  programs  previously  operated  by  the  Farm  Security 
Administration,  offers  an  opporouni.ty  lo^-  the  expansio?i  of  such  programs  Wi.ich 
we  have  long  advocated.    Nearly  two-thir's  of  the  fanns  of  the  United  States 
would  benefit  fromi  such  a  low  cost,  lonp  tiiue  credit  and  technical  assistance. 
'Te  strongly  urge  successive,  yearly/'  increases  in  a|;propriations  for  the 
Fan'-crs  Home  Administration  until  this  goal  has  been  reached.    This  and  all 
other  federal  agricultiu\.l  credit  however  should  be  made  a  part  of  -ohie  ;.otal  . 
agricultural  program  wnich  we  have  already  outlined." 
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RADIO. 

COrlSUIjiSR  TIME.  .       ■   ■  • 

A  radio  broadcast  ever  the  MBC  network  on  Januar;;"  4?  '""^iome  Plr^nning  and 
Record  Keeping  for  194-7,"  dealt  specifically  with  tne  planned  keeping  of 
house  hi  old,  home  and  farm  records  "vmich  vfould  shovr  at  any  timo  just  how 
receipts  and  expenditures  balance — plus  or  minus .    In  this-  .wa^  honie  expenses 
can  be  kept  within  proper  bounds,  and  ' guess  work'  kep'o  out  of  the  picture 
the  program  pointed  out,  adding  that  today  it  is  even  more  riecessarv  to  know 
just  Tme're  the  family  cash  income  goes. 

During  this  general  discussion  the  keeping  of  records, — as  developed  by  the 
F?A  for  its  borrowers, — was  snown  to  be  simple  single  entry  bookkeeping,  yet 
with  sufficient  detail  to  show  a  fann  fam.ily  at  any  time  where  losses  occur 
or  'where  profits  accumulate.    In  the  former  case  remedial  corrt^coions  can  be 
made  and  certain  loss  miniraized,  if  not  entirely  cut  out.  . 

SOUTHERN  lLL],hOIS  FAR!,:  FORILl. 

A  prograjii  of  news  and  information  of  particular  interest  to  'farm  people  is 
presented  each  vrcek  as  a  public  service  by  Radio  Station  h-JKRO  at,  Cairo  through 
a  cooperative  agreement  WDhoh  "JSDA  a,^_encies  in  the  area.    It  can  oe  hc^ard  in 
all  of  the  six  adjoining  states..     In  recent  weeks  it  has  broadcast  detailed 
information  concerning  the  Farmers  Home  "Administration  and  just  TJ'hat  the 
change -over  means  to  those  laruiers  who  are  availing  th-wmselves  of  the  agricul- 
tural services  of  FHA. 

PUERTO  RICO. 

On  the  Island  of  Puerto  liico  the  Farmers  Home  Admiiiisti'ation  furaisn^s  to 
many  farm  far:iilies  guidance  and  supervision  in  farm  mahag^^mont  ti'iat  they  may 
bring  tn.„ir  land  into  greater  productivity  and  incrwaso  tujir  ov/n  inccmes. 
Nob  tne  least  of  these  services  given  by  the  personnel  of  ":.he  FR:a    -  a  se.'ies 
of  radio  broadcasts  over  an  Island  network.     On  "Actualidad  A^racola" ,  a 
program  sponsored  by  the  JSDA  Council  for  Puerto  Rico  over  t.iis  network  on 
a  public  servD^ce  basis,  the  Farmers  Home  Adj:dnis tration  has,  almost  daily, 
offered  its  borrowers  and  other  farmers  of  the  Island  a  t/ell  balanced  program. 

The  Island's  principal  newsuaper,  "El  Mundo,"  carries  frequent  news  of  the 
FHA  on  its  weekly  farm  page..    Tiit-'se  .items  vary  in  size  from  brief  cai-i-ent 
notes  to  half-o.age  articles.    3y  means  of  various  media  in  use,  the  people 
of  Puerto  Rico  are  kept  well  informed  on  tha  Fli/l  and  oth'c^r  agraculbural 
subjects.  '  . 

FRQa  THE  NEWS  COLURIS 


RSPORI'        ACTIvTTIES  OF  FHA  IN  KAH3AS .  ' 

Kansas  Union  Farmer,  iJovember  14  -  -  _  'it  bs  a  prettj^  safi^  guess  that  in  ?ny 
groupTof  100  Kansas  farmers  you  would  find  twenty  of  them  tiiat  at  one  tine 
or  another  through  the  rehabilitation  or  the  farm  ownership  service  avid  lean 


orograr:s  of  the  Farrr.ers  Home  Adn;  in  is  trc.  t,  i  on  and  its  pri-dccessor  ardencies , 
had  helped  thiemselves  out  of  some  econo.icallv  ti^jht' .  spot..    According  to  the 
1945  a.-^riculturr.l  census,  Kansas  has  so..ie  1/^2,4-00  f arr.s .    Over  2o,400  Kansas 
faiT.;  operators  jiave  had  or  still  have,  funds  borrowed  t-hrough  FHA  to  fino..nce 
ir.proV'..d  f"rr:  operating  plans  or  to  purc':ase  f  ar,.j.ly-typc  farm  ho::ies .  They 
consti'ou      abc  it  20  percent  of  the  farjii-.g  population  of  Kansas. 

"Super'.dscd  credit,"  a  type  of  backing  and  tech) deal  help  that  goes  v.dth  farm 
operating  loans,  as  well  as  ot.ier  forms  of  FKA  loans,  scans  to  be,  not  only 
for  the  farmer,  but  also  lor  tiio  returned  veteran,  just  about  trie  rignt  thing. 
In  all  some  670  Kansas  veterans  have  obtained  FHa  f arm-set-ap  loans,  ava  mien 
prices  again  come  back  to  normal,  many  of  these  vctcrr.ns  vdll  becovne  oivners 
of  the  fari.'is  they  are  operating  at  presc-nt. 

Farrr.ers  hcvae  has  established  an  enviable  record  in  Kansas  and  the  beneficial 
.results  of  its  helpful  program  are  evidenced  in  "ohe  thousands  of  farm  families 
v:ho  have  achieved  security.    Txie  most  significant  evidence  of  approval  comes 
from  the  people  out  in  the  fanning  areas  being  served.    It  has  passed  the 
acid  test  of  local  public  aoproval,  and  t-ds  approval  is  most  proiiounced 
vmorever  its  aims,  purposes  and  a ccompli.shm.ents  are  btst  understood. 

DEF:!.3TT  ShIC''  T¥  ST;.TE  FirSJ  LOAiM  FijllDS.     2j  George  Loutnit.  Illustrated. 

Li'ctle  rloch  (Ark.)  Arkansas  Democrat,  January  9  -  -  -In  Arkansas  ane  state 
FiiA  at  the  present  mom.ent  has  on  hand  a_,plications  for  production  .and  sub- 
sistence loans  from:  1,190  .farvucrs  vjho  vdll  need  financial  assistance  to 
carry  on  for  anotner  year.    By  the  first  of  March  it  is  expected  anotner  fyOO 
applications  vdll  be  filed ,    The  cum  total  for  all  these  loans,  if  granted 
by  ehc  local  county  committee  of  farmers,  vdll  reuch  the  suia  of    d, 500, 000, 
And  against  tr.is  demand  the  state  FHA  nas  only  ^^100, 000  on  hand.    Dillard  B. 
Lasseter,  Fa:^;...;rs  Home  Admnaistrator ,  who  vras  here  for  several  days  visiting 
farm  d:  ve].opments  in  Yell  County,  was  advised  that  unless  emergency  ;aeasures 
T;ere  taken  by  the  governj.ient ,  Arkansas  farriers  will  be  short  over  a  million 
and  a  half  dc'dars  for  crop  production  loans. 

State  officials  are  particularly  concerned  rtbout  tne  crop  produciion  loan 
problem,  as  it  affects  tne  veteran,  beca.;;.e  as  they  point  out,  there  has 
been  a  big  movement  to  get  tne  foriier  serviceman  back  to  tne  far'.;\  and  urdess 
he  gets  the  assistance  he  needs  tlto  entire  purpose  is  defeated  .    Nearly  half 
of  the  applicants  for  crop  assistance  are  veterans. 

IhDE-ElDZlOi:  COiJriTY  FAhi.ILRS  HEAR  OOhGhESSM/if  MILLS. 

Little  Rock  Congressman  V/ilbui-  D.  ,  ills  was  tne  principal  speaker  at  a 

meeting  held  at  Batesville  by  fanners  :rao  are  buying  or  operating  their 
farms  through  loans  from  the  Farmers  Home  Administration,,  the^. Arkansas  Gazette 
reported  m  its  issue  of  November  19.    The  meeting  followed  a  "group  toui'" 
made  to  eleven  farms  in  the  Locust  Grove  and  Oil  Tr.ough  cimi.iunitics  of 
Independence  County. 
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MTDDLE  EHGLA?.ID  TO  NORTH  WISGOIJSIN. 

Wisconsin  Agriculturist  and  Farmer,  November  16  -  -  -Harvey  England,  stationed 
at  an  Anierican  air  base  near  Nottingham,  rnet  Edith  Palmer,  English  aviation 
machinist  and  he  and  Edith  were  married  after  the  war..  Harvey  ret'irned  to  the 
United  States  to  be  discharged.    In  planning  to  make  .a  horae  for  Edith ,  he 
purchased  a  small  farm  that  was  hardly  large  enough,  but  it  nad  a  neat  little 
red  house  and  a  barn,  and  Harvey  Icnew  it  would  please  his  ?n.ie  Yfhen  siie  came 
over.    He  furnished  it  and  made  a  loan  to  buy  livestock  and  riiacninery, 

EJiith  arrived  last  j-iarch,  after  a  stormy  Atlantic  crossing  wj_th  little 
Kathr^rii ,    The  baby  was  suffering  from  a  chest  cold,  and  grew  worse  as  the 
train  sped  westward.    In  a  new  la.nd  and  among  strangers,  Edith  T\ras  worried 
and  frightened.    Two  Reel  Cross  nurses  and  a  friendly  conductor  ca;-ie  to  her 
aid.    An  ambulance  met  the  tram  at  Sayre,  Pennsylvania,  and  one  baby  v;as 
taken  to  a  nospital.    A  volunteer  Red  Gross  nurse  gave  Edith  shelter  while 
the  baby  recovered  so  they  could  continue  to  their  new  home  m  ''Wisconsin. 
That  was  Edith's  introducticn  to  America',  _  ; 

The  Er  rlands  have  i'.CT  an  an^^ed  to  purchase  50  more  acres  adjoining  their 
little  farra.    And  Edith  is  learning  m.ore  and  more  about ,  American  nousekeepingj- 
her  tiansition  from,  a  city  flrl  to  a  farmers  Td-fe  is  taking  place,  ./inifred 
Bagnaj.l,  Marinette  count;"  7"A  home  supervisor,  says  Edith  is  so  SY/eet  and  so 
eager  to  learn  about  oar  vfa\  s  of  doing  tnings  in  the  home  and  "she  has  such 
excellent  ideas  of  her  gym.  that  both  of  them,  are  profiting  by  their  association 

SCIEMTIFTC  PLANNING,  rpRI'  BRING  SgCGESS  TO  FARl^^ER. 

Greenville  (S.  C.)  News,  November  3  -  -  -The  secret  of  success  for  Larohum 
Durham,  a  diegro  farmer  of  Route  2,  Greenville  lies  in  the  philosophy  tnat 
pfosperit;/  begins  in  the  earth  and  soreads  to  otner  fields.    His  is  a  perfect 
exam.nle  of  what  hard  labor  cc7'bined  vfith  scientific  planning  can  brin^  to  a 
farm.ei'. 

In  1938  ne  made  aoplication  ior  a  loan, --he  was  tiien  in  need  of  two  mules, 
some  farm  equipment,  fertilizer  and.  other  material  with  which  to  operate  nis 
farm.    Later  the  county  conmit'Dee  approved  a  loan  to  purchase  his  present 
96~acre  faimi  on  which  is  a  new.  t'^vo-story  hom.e ,  appropriate  utility  builciings 
and  all  necessary  farm  operating  equipment. 

His  herd  now  totals  seven  cows  and  he  has  several  work  animals  for  farm 
cultivation.    Durham  is  one  of  the  community's  leaders,  is  heao  of  che  Ijegro 
4-n  club,  a  deacon  in  the  Baptist  church  and  president  of  the  Rock  Hill 
Parent-Teacher  association.    This  year  vrtien  he  sells  his  ccttoh  ae  mil'  be 
able  to  liquidate  nis  debt  completely.  .  ,    ,  .  • 

UNGLE  SM  PRCVIDES  HELP  TO  VETERANS  ANTING  FAiliS .      By  Vernon  :.'Reilly. 

San  Francisco  ( Gal . )  News,  November  7  -  -  -Most  returning  servicemen  do  not 
have  the  money  to  buy'la  farm  at  today's  prices  and  still  have  working  capital 
to  produce  crops  .     But  Jncle  Sam.  has  set  up  m.achinery  through  the  Farmers 
Home  Administration  to  aid  those  who  Yiant  farms  and  appear  to  have  the  quali- 
ties for  success,    i ne  of  the  first  safeguards  is  protection  against  inflated 


-  7  - 


land  valaes.    No  loan  will  be  i^aade  on  fanus  for  w.iicii  exorbitant  prices  are 
asked.    This  has  seriously  limioe^.j  pure,  --.se  loans  in  California  -abere  land 
values  are  very  nijh  at  the  present  tirriO  due  to  high  agricultural  incomes. 

Probably  no  section  of  the  country  has  _.-roved  so  attractive  to  the  veteran 
see::in:.,  a  farm  nane  as  California's  grea':  Central  Valley.    Tnousands  of 
servicei::en ,  vxho  trained  in  varioas  sections  of  tne  valley,  vfould  like  to 
ratv'.ri  oo  California  to  live,     ait  j,t  is  so  hai-d  to  buy  at  reasonable  prices 
in  the  valley  tiiat  only  sixty  purciiase  loans  are  expected  to  be  compleoed  in 
the  state  this  year. 

Any  far.'::  selected  must  be  larje  enough  and  productive  enough  to  assure  tne 
veterari  and  nis  family  full-time  and  profitable  eraployment,  the  FHA  explains. 
Loans  '•.'ill  not  be  made  for  part-time  farns  or  i^ural  residences. 

FARM  LEA3E3 . 

Centerville  [  Tenn . )  Hickman  County  Chronicle  -  -  -Loviis  A.  Stuart,  FVA  super- 
visor ;.or  Hickman  County  insis'os  that  .^ood  leases  make  good  farir-iirs  and  that 
'often  bad  leases  make  bad  famers.    For  families  cooperating  'vvlbh  the  FIiA  he 
v<r-;os  loxig-term  v/ritten  leases  so  that  movement  to  nev/  fams  every  fev:  years 
may  be  reduced  for  the  reason  that  renters,  landlords  and  the  puolic  all  lose 
v'hen  a 'good  farm  family  ..lovss  every  ^'"ear  to  another  farm. 

Hr,  obuart  points  out  that  the  moving  season  for  tenants  and  renters  is 
u.saaily  in  the  "vdnter  betvvreen  crop  seasons.    The  family  must  leave  bei.:ind  its 
friends,  children  are  taken  fi-oin  school  in  mid-year  and  often  lose  much 
valuable  time,  and  any  improvements  made  to  the  home  and  farm  are  left  behind. 
Landlords  lose  from  continuous  changes  in  their  tenants  and  damage  frequently 
results  to  their  property  as  transient  tt;nants  do  not  take  pains  to  preserve 
and  improve  the  property. 

Soil  dcolction  by  continuous  casn  cropping  is  considered  by  the  USDii  to  be  a 
large  contributor  to  the  loss  of  billion.^  of  tons  of  top-soil  each  year  at 
great  cost  to  the  public.    A  short  time  tc^nant  wants  to  n:ake  all  that  is 
possible  wiiich  usually  means  mining  the  soil  vrith  cash  crops.    FHA  is  striving 
for  long  term,  leases  for  those  farm  families  vr.\o  are  using  its  agricultural 
services . 

R0:BI,,S0N  INDIAil  ESCAPES  TEHA:ICY  PLIGHT. 

Raleigh  ( I'J .  C . )  ..^ews  and  i^'bserver  -  -  -Amaziah  Chavls  of  Robeson  County  has 
becoiT.e  the  first  Indian  in  the  Jnited  States  to  pay  the  final  mstallmient  on 
i:is  Fi-IA-f inanced  farm.    Ke  says  it  was  due  to  nard  Vifork,  good  farm  management 
and  the  help  of  his  FIIA  supervisor,  H.  C,  Green  and  assistants. 

In  1939  Chavis  received  a  government  lean  to  purchase  a  70-acre  tract,  part 
woodland  and  part  cleared.    Being  an  ad/ocate  of  scientific  farriing,  his 
agricultural  operations  have  be>^n  marked  by  terracing,  crop  rotations,  liming 
the  bottom  lands,  topping  cotton  for  higher  yields  and  gro';\ring  well  regarded 
forage  crops  lor  grc-.zing.    Ke  carefully  feeds  his  chickens  ?iell  balanced 
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rations  for  greatest  egg  production.    Ke  keeps  m  touch  vjith  everything  of 
interest  in  agriculture  through  the  media  of  radio,  nev/s  and  farm  magazanes 
and  Government  and  State  agricultural  publications. 

Chavis,  up  to  the  time   he  received  the  FHA  loan,  nad  been  a  sharecropper 
and  said  hiis  main  handicap  during  those  years  vras  the  limitation  landlords 
set  upon  the  production  of  food  crops  and  their  emphasis  on  cash  crops.  Now 
that  he  has  been  free  to  lean  tovfard  food  crops,  his  health  has  improved  from 
sating  a  greater  assortment  of  health-giving  foods  that  he  grovrs  on    .i.s  ovm 
farm.    His  good  corrmion  sense  j.n  business  dealings  enabled  him  last  year  not 
to  accept  the  prevailing  rate  of  20  cents  a  pound  for  his  cotton,    he  -/aited 
until  later  and  got  35  cents,  thus  adding  some  1900  to  nis  profits. 

PIKE  FARMERS  VISIT  HTG^LA^^D  COUNTY  SITES. 

T^foverly  (Ohio)  Hera^o.   -  •    -The  Farmers  Kome  AdiTiinistration  in  Highland  County 
recently  sponsored  lYlao  wa^  c-^.lled  a  "Ivlilking  Parlor  Tour"  in  vfhich  several 
Pike  County  borrowers  visl'e'v  a  number  of  model  dairy  farms. 

This  group  studied  the  milh  -louse,  milking  parlor,  lounging  area,  vrater  s^^stem 
and  feeding  arrangements  on  the  Grabill  farm.    On  the  Lyle  farm  they  vrere 
particularly  interested  in  the  labor  saving  devices  for  feeding,  m.ilhing  and 
handling  milk.    Improved  grass  crops  on  this  farm  were  also  discussed, 

A  herd  of  Aryshires,  with  a  herd  yearly  average  of  10,000  pounds  of  miilk, 
Yfas  the  main  point  of  interest  on  the  Surber  fam,    Ma^niard  Surber  led  an 
informal  discussion  on  the  relative  merits  of  various  breeds  of  dairy  animals 
and  the  cheapest  miOthods  of  herd  improvement.    Earl  and  Cedric  Surber  demon- 
strated operation  of  tiie  milking  parlor  and  discussed  costs. 

CHINESE  VISITOR  INTERVlEi'/S  FHA  FAMILIES. 

Jackson  ( I'iiss .. )  Clarion -Ledger  -  -  -Mss  Yu-hsing  Kao,  member  of  the  Chinese 
TiTCA  Board  spent  some  time  recently  xrLsiting  the  FHA  office  in  Brandon. 
Vfith  Mrs,  Ethel  G,  Lulce,  the  associate  supervisor  of  R^mkin  County,  she  made 
a  scries  of  visits  to  the  homes  of  FliA.  borrowers.    In  a  letter  oc  Mrs.  Luke, 
Miss  Kao  commended  the  attitude  of  workers  regarding  their  personality, 
excellent  spirit  and  their  real  love  of  the  people  in  the  work  that  tncy  are 
doing.    Writing  further,  Miss  Kao  says — "I  was  overwhelmed  to  observe,  as 
?rell  as  to  hear  the  progress  made  by  them  (FHA  families)  under  your  super- 
vision.   Each  family  I  visited  iiad  its  o^.n  character,  but  from,  tbeir  own 
expressions  and  delightful  faces,  I  could  tell  they  were  greatly  benefitted 
by  the  program.." 

THE  SOUTHER]':!  FAKnERt    M14T  FJTtJRE? 

The  November  edition  of  the  Southern  patriot  of  New  Orleans ,  tells  of  the 
deplorable  plight  of  southern  farmers  and  the  continuing  causes  that  make 
their  efforts  so  pitiably  inadequate. 

To  solve  these  problems  Tne  Patriot  reports  that  in  the  thirties  the 
Government  launched  the  Fariuers  Homx-  Administration  programs  to  nelp  the 


small  farmer  to  increase  his  ca;>it-l^  i'iis  r.iacliinery,  his  cattle  and  to  buy 
his  land.    But  aLtehipts  at  r-^for^  of  Southern-  agriculture  thr'Viigh  such  measurejs 
liavc  only  scratched  the  surface  of  t;ie  problcn.    The  prograni  of  the  FKA  has 
only  pointed  the  way  and  it  needs  expansion  a  hundred-fold. 

Littl-.-  '"as  added  to  this  program  by  the  Act  sett,ing  up'  the- Farmers  Hor;ie 
Administration,  but  the  eraergence  of  this  legislation  from  a  year's  considera- 
tion in  Congruss,  is  a  definite  victory  for  progrt-ssive  farm  legislators.  It 
ncv;  deiinitely  puts  Congrt.ss  on  record  as  behind  the  program  to  restore  tenants 
to  their  o^vvn  land. 

ACTI'T^'TSS  OF  FFiA  F/ilIlLIES .    Reported  by  'f .  VJestmoreland  and  Liary  E.  Johnston. 

Hendersonville  ( 1 1 .  C . )  'Testern  Cr.rolma  Tribune  -  -  -Experience  has  tau^^ht 
Paul  Lancaster  tnat  there  is  more  net  cash  in  livestock  and  livesr.ock  products 
than  thfere  is  in  cash  crops.    E::perience  has  taught  him  also  that  good 
oasturL-  and  good  'nay  increv.ises  profit  from  these  enterprises... 

Menry  Capos  of  Zirconia  boli^ve'i  in  making  vfork  convenient  for  txie  home  as 
7rell  as  tiie  farrri.  He  .iias  built  a  three-purpose  building  v.'hj.ch  includes  an 
up-to-date  vnsh  /louse,  vc.th  furnace  and  running  water;  a  cellar  for  fruits 
and  other  vegetables  and  a  smoke  house  over  the  cellar  for  storage  of  home 
groTiVn  meats.  The  cost  vjas  small  in  comiparison  to  the  value  of  the  building 
and  he  didn't  see  v:hy  hw  had  put  it  off  so  long. 

FI-LA.  families  in  Henderson  County  are  believing  more  and  more  in  pure-br^d 
livostock.    Adrian  Wynn,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  H.  I'^ynn,  of  Hendersonville 
Y.'on  first  olace  in  the  Junior  Guernsey  Yearling  class  in  the  annual  Hendorson- 
?olk         and  FFA  Calf  Suo-v  m  -hendersonville. 

NEWS  FROil  THE  FIELD. 


Fro;r.  County  FHA  Supervisor  Jewel  J.  Richardson,  Pemiscot  County,  Miseouri, 
comes  this  very  interesting  comment: 

"Daring  the  past  \veek  I  :"iave  had  an  occasion  to  review  the  riiembc:rs  of  the 
1946  graduating  class  of  the  colored  high  school  of  hayti.  Mo.    It  is  interest- 
ing to  note  that  of  the  total  of  seventeen  graduates,  ten  of  this  number  were 
children  of  present  and  former  FI'A  borro7vers, 

■'Further  review  of  the  ten  childr'-n  indicates  that  had  it  noi;  been  for  FHA 
personnel  support  possibly  six  of  tne  number  vrould  never  have  graduated.  To 
me  this  observation  simply  means  that  we  are  beginning  to  se-^  som.e  of  the 
finer  r^^sults  of  our  supervision  and  planning." 

RAY  DE'?tOLI5R  DIES . 

Ray  DeCrolier ,  vjiio  had  been  St,  Croix  County  supervisor  since  the  inct^ption  of 
the  program,  died  in  Hovember,    he  liad  the  largest  TP  load  in  Ftegion  II  and  a 
great  number  of  RR's  in  St.  Croix  Coimty,    Some  I50  of  ./a.s.. borrower  families 
were  present  at  his  funeral  and  all  the  business  nouses  were  closed  daring 
the  servic-c.s.    The  pall-bearers  were  past  and  present  coi.i.iitteem.en , 
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BRIEFS-  FROM  THE  STATES 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA.  ' 

Farm  Loans  Available . 

V/ashington  , . . . .  .The  Retraining  and  EKiployraent  Administration  of  '  the  ■  Department 

of'Labor^  in  its  Bulletin  of  iiovomber  1/+,  carried  an  excellent  rcsi;i.ic  of  what 
the  Farmers  Iiome  Administration  is j  vfhat  agencies  the  merger  brouglit  together 
and  what  FHA  should  be  able  to  accomplish  in  administering  and  extending  tne 
former  programs ,  under  the  nevx  Act.    Tnere  were  five  interesting  illustrations 
'of  FHA  borrowers ''included  in  this  article.  •   .;  ' 

ARKAI-ISAS  ■  ■  . 

Dig  I'v.'-rease  Shcv'.'n.in  Farm  HomiC  Loans.  '  • 

The  Arkansas  Gazette  of  Little  Rock  reports  the  Farmers  Home  Adiainistra ':.ion 
has  made  100  loans  to  low-income  fan'aers  to  buy  farms  since  July  1^  and  in 
addition  l,3?-8  operating  loans  ?;ere  made  over  the  same  purled.     Of  tne  100 
loans  to  purchase  farms  90  were  miade  to  veterans  and  300  vetdrans  receivod 
ope  r  a  t  in  g  1  oan  s . 

GSORaiA. 


150  Nei/iT  Landovmers  Feted  on  'Freedom. ' 

The  7\tlanta  Journal  of  January/'  19 5  tells  hovf  approximately  I50  new  landoirners 
celebrated  thuir  independence  of  landlords  at  the  third  anin.ual  paid-out  dinner 
for  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  borrowers  vf.-io  have  settled  "oheir  debt  to 
LTncle  Sam.    Those  present  at 'the  dinner., at  tne  Henry  Grady  were  among  the  202 
form^er  tenants  or  sliarecroppers  who  finished  paying  Z|.0-year  loans  during  the 
past  year.    Among  the-  guests' were  Congressmen  James  H.  Davis Henderson  Lanham 
and  John  S.  Y\food;  Wright  Bryan,  editor  of  the  Atlanta  Journal,  ^ilexanuer  liunn, 
editor  of  the  Progressive  Farriier  and  FHA  Administrator,  Di].iard  E.  I'lsseter. 

\\        -  INDIANA .  ■  ■ 

Veterans  Meet  With  Officials  of  '^^liA.' 

The  Benton  Review  of  Fowler,  reports  a-  mieeting  of  somiO  21  voterans,  to  discuss 
mt'h  officials  of  the  Farmers  Aocaq  Admini s tr at i on  tiie  program  of  the  new 
organization.    Roy  Smith,  FHA  supervisor  and  ■  Mrs .  Mary  0.  Rose,  Ho::e  super- 
visor, gave  a  detailed  report  of  the  assistance  available  to  veterans  to  start 
farming  under  the  F'HA . 


LGJISIAHA. 

Parish  Farmers  Wiping  Cut  Debts  Steadily. 

LaFayette ..... .Through. cut  this  area  unfavorable  weather  conditions  have 

caused  ccm.plete  failure  in  crops  in  miany  instances,  says  the  Daily- 
Advertiser,    however  thu  families  bu/.-'ing  their  farms  through  the  Bankn^ad- 
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Jones  Tenant  Farm  Purchase  Act  arc  i:ia]'ing  steady  proj^ross  and  are  paying  up 
their  loans.    The  staff  of •  the  FtiA  attributes  much  of  the  farmt..rs  success  to 
a  scujid  live-at-home  program  and  thrift  on  the  part  of  the  -'ic-iemaker , 

FHA  Mevrs, 

I-Ie^Y  Ttoads  The  point e  Coupee  B-.nner  says  in  a  rec^-nt  issue: 

"Tou  are  eligible  for  Fli/i  Rehaoilitation  Services: 

1.    If  you  have  nad  a  reasonable  amount  of  experience  in  the  lypc  of  farming 

you  ini-end  oo  doj 
3.    T.f  you  cannot  borrovr  money  on  reasonable  tt,rms  anj".vhere,  etc; 
3.    If  you  cm  or  can  rent  land  on  which  you  can  make  a  living  or  have  a 

satisfactory^  lease  as  tenant  or  sharecropper j 
-4.    If  you  are  willing  to  vrork  hard  r.nd  use  farm  and  hoine  management  practices 

that  vj-ill  help  you  get  ahead." 

MISSISSIPPI . 
Fai*:.-!  Ch-mership  Meeting  held  Here  by  FflA . 

One  of  the  most  important  mev^tini^.s  evur  held  in  Carroll  Coanty  in  the  interest 
of  farm  hoiue  ovmership  was  held  at  the  FHA  office  recently,  says  the 
Conservative  of  Horth  Carrcllt or;.    At  that  time  eight  farm  owicrship  loans 
v-rcro  approved.     In  an  address  ^ir,  Lklholland,  FHA  official  charged    tiie  n^vi 
farm  o-imers  vr'.th  the  added  responsibilities  tnat  come  with  ownership. 

MISSOURI . 

j\'IcCo3rs  Repay  /^.O  Year  FHA  Farm  Loan  in  5  Years. 

The  Evening  Ledgi^^r  of  ."exico,  Missouri,  relates  hov7  i..r.  and  lurs .  Thomas  F. 
McCoy  purchased  a  200-acre  prairie  lariu  in  19-41  ^.nd  v\rere  able  to  pay  off  the 
entire  loan  in  a  little  over  five  years.    McCoy  says,  the  secret  of  th^ir 
success  is  tnat  they  had  a  loan  approved  in  an  amount  sufficient  tc  operate 
the  farm  like  it  Si'.ould  be  operated.    Another  contributing  factor  v:as  a  vrell 
planned  prograir.  of  operations  together  v.dth  supervision- of  the  loan. 

NORTH  CARGLII^IA. 

FariTiors  ilrged  to  Keep  Records. 

Ev-.r;-'"  year  that  rolls  aro'jnd  convinces  more  farm  families  that  keeping  good 
records  of  their  business  is  time-  •■veil  spent,  says  the  Dan  bury  Reporter . 
Some  families  are  a  little  skeptical,  thinking  it  too  r-iUch  of  a  task,  but 
they  soon  find  it  enables  them  to  kov^p  an  up-to-date  check  on  their  business. 
Records  shov*  which  enterprises  are  -making  money  and  which  are  losing  riioney. 
Families  cooperating  7.i.th  FHA  are  encouraged  to  keep  their  r^^cord  books  up- 
to-date  at  all  times , 

Colored  GI  ouys  Farm  in  Jerusalem.  Tovmship  Under  Fi-iA. 

Mocksville  Jasper  M.  Williams,  colored  united  States  Navy  vetk,ran,  -ds 

vdfe  and  four  cnildren,  decided  to  purcliasv.  a  farm.    He  made  application  to 
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the  FHA  and  a  ccmnitbee  cf  three  far^.Xirs  approved,    Williams  becar.e  ov/nv-r  of 
the  farm  upon  wnich  he  had  -worked  in  f orr.ier  years ,  in  Jerusalon  toymship. 
The  farir;  and  home  supervisors  are  helping  vfith  the  1947  farm  and  home  plans 
and  along  with  improvements  to  the  buildings,  the  Williams  family  sliould  make 
a  real  success  at  farraing, 

Daniels  Speaks  At  Farm  Meeting. 

Raleigh. ....  .At  a  three-day  m^eeting  of  representatives  of  the  Farmers  Hoire 

Administration  held  in  this  city  for  a  discussion  of  organization  and 
functions,  Josephus  Daniels editor  of  Tne  iJews  and  Observer,  told  the  group 
that  nearly  every  revolution  in  rdstory  camie  fromi  the' desire  of  peoole  to 
orm  their  owi  land  He  coimnended  the  efforts  of  the  agency  (Flia)  jji  help- 
ing economically  disadvantaged  tenants,  sharecroppers,  farm  laoorers  and 
veterans  to  acquire  and  manage  family-type  farms  of  tneir  ovm.    "ri  :uan  Y;ho  ■ 
oY')ns  his  farm,"  said  I'll".  Daniels,  "knov/s  hoY-r  to  operate  it,  ana  ue.s  a  genuine 
love  for  the  soil,  is  the  most  independent  man  in  the  vrorld.'' 

SOUTH  D..KOTA-, 

Coffin  Grates  Brighten  a  Homein  South  Dakota. 

The  Dakota  Faimier  tells  hoYr  the  Polyak  family,  FKA  'borrov/ers  of  Haviiilton 
County,  suffered  the  loss  of  miost  of  their  house  by  a  severe  windstorm.  Some 
hoYT  they  were  able  to  get  lumber  to  make  repairs,  but  not  quite  enough.  In 
the  neighboring  tovv^n  of  Vienna  tiie  undertaker  knew  of  th'oir  plight  and  sent 
them,  sufficient  plyuood  from,  coffin  crates  .to  finish  tne  interior  of  their 
porch.    One  end  was  partitioned  off  and  became  a  bed  room. 

iilii'J-Ill/Si^blii  » 

p.  to  P.  Prize  is  Won  hj  Tennessee  Couple  After  7  Years. 

The  Conmiercial  A-peal  of  iviemphis  carried  a  half  page  story  yfith  illustrations 

J.  Carpenter,   of  lie  scow  in  Fayette 


Co^jnty,    They  purchased  their  fann  through  the  Flik  in  1939  and  since  then 
have  been  yearly  contestants  for  the  .State  prize  in  the  Plant-to-Prospor 
contest  inaugurated  by  the  Commiercial  Appeal,    This  year  they  won.    In  the 
list  of  I'Tinners  in  other  classifications  in  the  Tennessee  conuost  wore  a 
numiber  of  other  families  who  vrere  cooperating  with  FHA. 

Wright  Brothers  First  Vets  to  Get  Farm  Loans , 

According  to  the  Ptoane  County  xianner  Iiir,  and  Mrs.  Cecil  Ho^-'ard  Wright  and 
Mr,  William  C.  Wright  are  uhe  first  two  veterans  in  Roane  Goonty  to  secure 
farm.  OYmership  loans  from  the  Farmers  Home  Administration,    Ti.e  two  familie: 
sub-divided  a  farm  of  3'23-acrcs  near  Kingston  and  have  shoim  a  fine  spirit 
of  cooperation  in  dividing  the  farm.    By  securing  Group  Service  Funds  lor 
the  purchase  of  a  pure-bred,  dairy- type  bull,  a  pure-bred  boar  and  other 
necessary  farming  uiachinery,  they  are  miaking  one  item  serve  tv;o  farms. 


VIRGINIA 


7J':ills^  FnA,  "iven  Farew&ll  Dirtner  by  crfice  St'if f . 


James  3.  Wills,  State  director  of  trie  Yl'A  v;no  is  retirin^j  to  his  Louisa 
County  faru  on  January/  1,  says  tho  R-a,chiaond  Ne-ws  Lt-f-der,  vra.s  Ql'jen  a  larcvrell 
dinner  by  the  state  office  staff  in  recognition  of  ids  11  years  service  to 
the  Virginia  fnrr.;  people.    At  the  dinner  Mr.  Wills  was  presented  vrith  a  small 
model  of  the  greenhouse  vriiich  ^ras  given  him  by  the  office  sto.ff  and  county 
personnel.    The  greenhouse  vv'ill  be  ins&alled  later  on  nis  farm.     C.  Carter 
Chase  T.lll  succeed  Ivir.  viills  as  State  director. 

WEST  VIROmA. 

Cru.;;  Again  SotaKigh  Production  Record  with  Ewes. 

Three  papers  in  West  Virj,inia  published  a  statement  on  the  success  that 
came  to  Lir,  Kenneth  W.  Cram  of  Cottageville,  an  FHA  borrovrer  li/ho^  vatn  a  small 
flock  of  evres  and  one  buck,  raised  and  sold  16  lambs  for  ;o24.8.    He  also  re- 
gained a  fev;  lam/os  for  replacement. 

vfI.SC0N3IN . 

The  VJausau  Rocord-Horald  reports  that  20  Marathon  County  vetorans  h^.ve  been 
started  on  farms  by  F'lA  and  are  vrorking  hard  to  establish  themselves  and  to 
take  advantage  of  the  opportrjiities  afforded  themi.    Among  these  farm  youths 
who  are  seekinj^  tu  re-establish  themiselves  on  the  farm  are  a  number  of  3  'ing 
vfomen  vrho  left  tht^  farm  to  serve  in  the  anned  forces. 
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FARMERS  HOME  ADMINISTRATION 
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A  Selected  Digest  of  Recent  News  About  FHA 
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ADTflUISTRATOx^'S  APPOINTMETJT  APPROVE-D. 

On  February  21st  the  United  States  Senate  voted  unanimously  to  confirm  the 
President's  appointment  of  Dillard  B.  Lasseter  as  Administrator  of  the 
Farmers  Home  Administration. 


REPORT  OF  JOINT  CCMlgTTES  ON  THE  ECONOMIC  REPORT. 

Senator  Robert  A.  Taft,  chairman  of  the  committee  rendered  a  report  to  the 

United  States  Senate  on  January  31  containing  the  f oil owing j-"  The 

committee  notes  with  approval  that  the  report  places  special  emphasis  upon 
an  over-all  policy  directed  toward  the  preservation  in  agriculture  of  the 
faiaily  sized  farm  and  in  industry  of  free  competitive  enterprise.  The 
details  of  a  program  to  prevent  another  agricultural  depression  and  of  an 
affirmative  program,  in  the  vjords  of  the  report,  'to  enlarge  the  opportuni- 
ties for  efficient  and  enterprising  small  businesses'  will  be  among  the 
primary  subjects  of  committee  study," 

BIENNIAL  MEETING  OF  THE  FEDERAL  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  OF  CHRIST  IN  Al/ERICA..  ^ 

Frances  Oleson  reporting  on  the  Biennial  Meeting  of  the  Federal  Council  of ^ 
Churches  of  Christ  in  America,  held  in  Seattle,  ?(fashington,  in  December,  said; 

"The  Council  is  greatly  interested  in  FHA's  .program  and  are  staunch  support-  ' 
ers  of  the  family  sized  farm.    They  also  believe  in  the  small  unit  for. the  . 
migrant  fann  wor-ker,  who  can  then  put  in  his  surplus  time  in  v/orking  in  the 
various  specialized  crops,  needing  additional  labor  during  certain  periods 
of  the  year.    The  Council  does  not  like  the  term  'migrant'  and  its  connota- 
tion.   Tney  wish  a  different  term  might  be  used^  perhaps  'mobile  worker.' 

"The  Council, has  a  'Town  and  Country  Department' ,    They  plan  a  'national 
convocation'  on  the  Church  in  toy/n  and  country'  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  in 
November  1947.    The  purpose  is  to  bring  together  those  concerned  about  the 
spiritual  welfare  of  rural  .life .    Denominations  administrators,  ministers, 
and  lay  people  will  meet  with  the  leaders  of  rural  life  groups  to  discuss, 
make  planS  And  prepare  recommendations  which  deal  vitally  with  crucial 
issues  "     .  . 
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FI-IA  CHIEF  PERSONI'IEL  OFFICER  TALKS  TO  USDA  EFFICIENCY  RATING  COMMITTEE ^ 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Efficiency  Rating  Ccaranittee  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  here  in  Yfashington  on  February  12,  FHA's  Chief  Personnel  Officer, 
iJtr.  Virgil  L.  Couch,  said: 

"One  of  the  greatest  opportunities  to  bring  about  improvement  in  government 
is  to  improve  management  and  administration  within  govermental  departm.ents , 
agencies  and;  other  organizations ♦    Assuming  that  the  organization  structure 
is  sound,  the  first  step  in  the  improvement  of  administration  in  government 
is  making  certain  that  employees  are  trained  in  their  jobs  and  that  they 
understand  what  is  expected  of  them  in  the  performance  of  the .duties.  The 
efficiency  rating  system  used  in  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  requires  . 
that  superyisors  and  employees  reach  an  understanding  of  what  is  expected 
of  employees  in  their  jobs;  that  employees  be  rated  on  the  important  work 
elements  of  their  .jobs  rather  than  the  elements  designated  on  Standard 
Form  51.    Written  standards  of  performance  are  being' established  for  each 
job  in  the  Administration  through  discussions  between  supervisors  and 
employees.    Supervisors  in  FHA 'are  expec^-ed- to- keep- employees  informed  on 
how-well  they  are  meeting  these  standards  by  periodic  discussions  -  and  not 
depend , pn. the _ notice  of  efficiency  rating  which  is  given' annually  or  the 
one  discussion  each,  year  folloi.ving  the  annual  efficiency  rating." 

In  'cominenting'bn  the  FHA  efficiency 'rating  plan,  Mr.  T.  Ro;/  Reid,  Director 
of  personnel, .Department  of  Agriculture  said:   

"The  plan  of  -  efficiency- rating  developed  by  Virgil.  Couch'  and  being  put  into 
effect  in  the  Farmers  Home  Administration . is  certainly  a'  step  forward  in 
the  administration  of  efficiency  ratings' and '  the  '  ijnprovement  of  super\dsion 
and,  work  performance .    We  feel  certain  that  the  FHA  plan  of  efficiency 
rating'  is  'the  proper  approach  -to'-iTripr-oved  supervision-and  -employee -.relations 
and  I  am  glad  to, see  the  farmers  Korc.e  Adniinistration  taking  the  leadership 
in.  this  important,  phase:  of  personnel  administrati on ' ■ 

-REPORT  FROM  STATE  FHA  DIRECTOR.  A ...  L  ,.  SORENSEN.  .  ^ 

Climaxing  Ohio's  19^6. Soil  Conservatj-.on  activities,  Mr,  T.  G.'  Kennard,  State 
Soil  Conservationist  and  Mr,  Lester  J.-  Killer,  Agricultural' Agent  Baltimore 
and-  Ohio  Railroad,  Columbus ,. Ohio,  have  announced  the  winners  in  a  state- 
wide Soil  Conserva-tiori  program.      .       ..     ,  . 

This  .contest  v/as  established  to  integrate  the  various  soil  conservation 
practices  into  ,  one  corapl.ete  well-rounded  program.'  There  were  over  100 
entries  from,  all  sections,-  of  the  State  and  after  careful  consideration  the 
follovring  three  vre-re .^selected  as  liaying  made  the  greatest  progress  in  estab- 
lishing recommended  conservation,  methods  on  their  farm  during  194-6.  .  . 

Woodrow  McLaughlin,  who  oivns  and"  operates  a '  163  ^ acre  farm  near  Lynchburg,  ■ 
Highland  County,  Ohio,  started  purchasing  this  fam  in  19^0  under  the  FSA 
Tenant  Purchase  P.lan-.---Due  to  iacreas ed., yields j...  from  a  complete  conservation 
plan,  Mr.  McLaughlin  has  now  liquidated  more-  than  •  5<3^  of  i^is  loan.  In 
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19':+6,  tie  established  and  mairibained  2,000  feet  of  sod  waterways,  and  56 
acres  were  laid  out  and  farmed  on  the  contour  by  strip  cropping,     55  tons 
of  agricultural  limestone  and  12  tons  of  commerical  fertilizer  were  applied 
on  cropland  and  permanent  pasture.    Over  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  terraces 
were  constructed  to  prevent  erosion  and  solve  a  drainage  problem.    A  20- 
acre  field  was  seeded  to  alfalfa,  brorae  grass,  and  ladino  clover  mixture 
by  the  trash  mulch  method.    This  farm  is  showing  other  farmers  in  Highland 
County  what  can  be  done  in  a  good  soil  conservation  program.   ,  .  . 

Each  of  these  three  farmers  will  be  presented  with  a  $100  United  States 
Treasury  Bond  by  the  B  and  0  as  an  award  for  his  outstanding  accomplish- 
ments in  soil  and  forest  conservation. 

EDITORIALS 

THE  SMALL  FARIviS'  VALUE.  Viginius  Dabney,  Editor. 

Richmond  (Va.)  Times-Dispatch ,  Decem^ber  27  -  -  -  "Virginia,  whose  agricul- 
tural economy  rests  on  a  multitude  of  independently  owned  farms,  may  consider 
with  satisfaction  the  conclusion  of  the  Senate  Small  Business  Committee, 
announced  in  Washington,  that  small-scale  farming  produces  better  living 
conditions  in  the  farm  community  than  does  large-scale  farming  wiiich  utilizes 

new,   'factory-like  techniques.'   The  report  shows  that  the  farmer  who 

ovms  and  operates  iiis  farm  has  a  greater  incentive  for  achievement,  and  a 
community  whic,h  is  made  up  of  small -farm  owners  might  be  expected  to  be 
healthier  socially  and  culturally  than  a  comjnunity  wnich  is  largely  tenant, 
since  it  has  a  sounder  economic  base. 

"In  our  natural  life  the  family-size  farm  has  been  a  rich  source  of  ability 
and  initiative.    Besides  producing  the  physical  necessities  of  life,  it 
has  nourished  the  .nation  intellectually  and  morally.    Here  in  Virginia  it 
has  largely  influenced  the  character  and  destiny  of  the  State.    Long  may  it 
flourish."  I 

IT  SEEIiiS  TO  ME.  By  Charles  Sprague . 

Salem.  (Ore.)  Statesman ,  December  29  -  -  -  "One  of  the  government  agencies 
j.n  the  Department  of  Agriculture  which  the  public  hears  little  about  is  the 

Fanners  Home  Administration  A  few  weeks  ago  I  made  a  trip  around  the 

county  with  Raleigh  Carothers  and  Cecil  Youngson,  both  supervisors  of  the 
FHA,  visiting  som.e  of  the  farms  on  which  loans  were  made  for  purchase.  We 
visited  four  such  farms.    In  every  case  the  loan  experience  was  satisfactory. 
The  numerous  evidences  of  improvements  were  the  best  indication  of  success 
and  of  interest  in  the  work  and  in  the  farm.    The  loans  were  all  in  good 
shape  and  the  farmers  making  progress  in  repayment  faster  than  was  antici- 
pated.   Good  crops  and  prices  account  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
gain,  but  v/ork  and  good  management  played  a  large  part,  too. 

"  The  FHA  isn't  loaning  government  money  promiscuously.     In  the  first 

place  the  amount  allotted  to  Oregon  from  the  annual  appropriation  for  the 
purpose  is  small.    In  the  second  place  applicants  must  be  experienced  in 
farmiing  and  must  be  approved  by  a  county  committee  
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"The  old  FSA  was  under  considerable 'criticism  for  its  liberal  aid  to  farmers. 
Bat  results  appear  to  justify  much  of  its  program.    In  rural,,  rehabilitation 
farmers  who  might  othei^se  have  moved  to  cities  and  gone  on  relief,  were 
helo(.d  over  the  hump,  into  financial  independence.    The  tenant  purchase  pro- 
gram has  enabled  vrorthy  farraers  to  acquire  lands  and  their  production  added 
to  the  food  supply  of  the  nation  and  to  its  vrealth." 

TENAl-ICY  DECLINES.  '  "     -  ' 

Hunts ville  (Ala.)  Times,  January  5  -  -  -  "The  peril,  the  evil  of  farm 
tenancy  has  long  been  recognized.    It  grew  consistently,  steadily  in  Alabama 
and  other  Southern  states  from  the  turn  of  the  century,  but  its  increase 
was  especially  noteworthy  in  the  period  between  1920  and  194.0,  betyreen  which 
dates  one  minor  and  one  major  depression  took  place,  that  caused  thousands  of 
farmers  to  lose  their  homes. 

At  the  height  of  this  period,  the  percentage  of  farm  tenancy  in  Alabama  rose 
about  60  percent.    As  late  as  1940,  it  was  58,8' percent.     But,  in  the  succeed- 
ing five  years,  the  percentage  of  tenant-operated  farms  declined  between  15 
and  20  percent. 

Tne  cause  of  this  is  the  well  knovm  Bankhead-Jones  farm  tenant  act.    The  Farm 
Security  Administration,  and  later  the  Farmers  Home  Administration,  ymich  have 
supervised  loans  under  the  act,  have  helped  no  less  than  6,417  families  in 
Alabama  to  become  farm  o^wners,  either"  directly  or  indirectly.    They  have  not 
only  become  home  owners,  but  they  have  added  greatly  to  the  wealth  of  the 
State,    Even  more  important,  this  great  increase  has  strengthened  the  forces 
of  democracy.    The  man  who  oyois  his  own  home,  or  his  own  farm,  is  not  a 
sucker  for  any  of  the  isms  that  are  so  prevalent  today." 

RADIO 

"Is  Your  Heart  in  It"  was  the  subject  of  an  interview  on  Valentine's  Day 
with  Darwin  A.  Ward,  district  supervisor  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration, 
and  broadcast  by  radio  station  WGY  at  Schenectady,  New  York,    Not  onJ.y  was 
the  title  appropriate  for  the  day,  but  it  inspired  the  telling  of  success 
stories  of  farm  people  in  central  New  York  who  had,,. viith  the  assistance  of 
FHA  loans,  purchased  their  oresent  farms  and  homes  and  brought  them  into 
productivity  through  good  hard  Yrork,    District  Supervisor  Ward  has  learned 
a  most  imiportant  lesson  in  the  use  of  radio  to'  inform  listeners  of  the  way 
FHA'  can  help  them — the  necessity  of  including  timeliness  on  his  program 
arrangement.    It  is  easy  to  plan  programs  tying  FHA  activities  in  the  state, 
district  or  county  to  local  events  or'  to  holidays  and  they  are  more  effective 
than  the  unplanned  program.    'T:^ring  your  radio  programs  and  news  releases  to 
events  such  as  Christmas,  Thanksgiving,  a  harvest  festival,  etc.,  can  help 
in  your  office,  too,  ■  ' 

Jay  Hansen,,  an  FM  County  Supervisor,  and  Allison  Roark,  a  vet  borrower, 
were  interviewed  by  Keats  Vining,  County  Agent,  over  Station  ITOOD,'  Grand 
Rapids,  Michigan  on  December  7.    The  broadcast  was  one  of  a  series  sponsored 
by  Extension  Service  to  give  various  agricultural  agencies  a  chance  to 
discuss  their  viofk  and  services.    It  represents  the  type  of  cooperation 
between  agricultural  agencies  which  can  be  most  helpful 'in  accomplishing  the 
common  job  o.f  helping,  farm  families. 


-  5  - 


"Farm  Radio  Ncv/s,"  a  radio  script  service  prepared  by  the  College  of  Agri- 
culture ,of  the  University  of  "Wisconsin,  recently  reported  that — "An  increasing 
number  of  veterans  are  indicating  a  desire  to  get  back  on  the  land.  That's 
the  word  from  Thomas  C.  Schr.ddt,  regional  director  for  the  Farraers  Home  Admin- 
istration.   Schmidt  says  that  in  the  states  of  Ifinnesota,  Wisconsin  and 
Michigan,  over  7500  veterans  have  applied  for  loans  to  help  them  get  estab- 
lished on  farm.s,  either  a,s  renters  or  o^//ners.    He  reports  that  "Even  ti'iough 
veterans  have  had  considerable  difficulty  in  finding  suitable  farms  that 
could  be  rented  or  purchased,  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  has  loaned  over 
$8,000,000  to  almost  ^,000  veterans  in  these  three  states  " 

On  February  8,  Carson  F.  Merts,  Pennsylvania  State  Director,  used  the 
Washington  office  block -in  script,  "Goals  to  Shoot  at  in  '4.7"  in  an  inter- 
vie/'/  v-dth  Homer  Martz,  Farm  Program  Director  of  KDKA,  Pittsburgh's  50,000- 
7'ratt  station.    Mertz  did  a  particularly  good  job  of  localizing  this  script 
by  inserting  Pennsylvania  State  figures  and  a  well  chosen  case  history. 

FROM  THE  NEVJ3  COLUMS 

Southern  Farmer,  January  -  -  -  The  story  of  the  17  year  struggle  of  }Jhr .  and 
Mrs.  Theophilus  Pittman  to  climb  the  ladder  of  success  from  sharecroppers 
to  ownership  of  their  own  farm  make  it  clear  why  the  Southern  Fanner  has 
chosen  the  Pittmans  as  a  "194-6  Achievement  Family." 

In  the  fall  of  1929  the  Pittmans  and  their  seven  yomg  children  gathered 
around  the  fireplace.    They  all  agreed  that  each  of  the  boys  and  girls  was 
to  have  a  chance  to  go  to  college , -"And  we  also  agreed  that  nothing  wa^ 
going  to  stop  us,"  added  Mrs,.  Pittman,    They  were  at  that  time  sharecropping 
a  one-horse  farm  in  Alabama,  xvhere  it  was  hard  enough  making  a  living  on 
snares,  let  alone  putting  seven  children  through  college. 

Shortly  afterwards  it  was  decided  that  Mr.  Pittman  would  leave  and  find  a 
farm,  near  Auburn,  Alabama,  to  be  near  a  college.    And  for  three  yearc  they 
rented  a  good  farm  fromi  Ivlr.  J.  D.  Pope,  leaving  it  in  1934  for  their  present 
261-acre  farm  in  Lee  County  wliich  they  purchased  through  a  Farmers  Home 
Administration  loan.    The  real  success  story,  however,  is  that  the  Pittmans 
did  send  their  children  to  college,  and  from  earned  farrri  income. 

The  children : -Louise — ^went  to  Auburn  first  and  married;    Judson — graduated 
from  Auburn  in  agriculture — entered  Air  Corps  in  1942 — lost  his  life  on  a 
bombing  m.ission  over  Germany;,   r'arold — volunteered  from,  college  for  the 
Air  Corps — shot  doi-vn  over  Germany  and  was    prisoner — today ' teaches  -yocational 
agriculture  at  SweetvYater,  Alabama;    Mary — got  degree  in  home  economics 
and  t-eaches;    Lyman — third  m.ate  in  Merchant  Marine — will  enter  Auburn  soon 
for  veterinary  medicine ;     Jennie — entered  Auburn  this  year  and  takes  home 
economics  and;     Johnny — senior  in  iiigh  School  and  leader  in  FFA, 

(Editors  note:    The  J.  D.  Pope-,  7iho  rented  a  farm  to  Pittman  in  1930,  is 
Assistant  Director  of  the  -Farm  O^wiership  Division  of  the  FI-IA  located  in 
Washington,  D.  C.    I;ir.  Pope  said  he  well  remembered  ivir.  Pittman  and  his 
fine  family,  tnat  he  vras  well  satisfied  y.'ith  Pittman' s  excellent  management 
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,of  the  farm 'and  thai,  when  he  moved  on  to  his  present  larm^  he'was  only  too 
■glad  to  endorse  favorably  Pittman's  application  for  an  FHA  loan.  It  is  a 
satisfaction  to  him,  said  Mr.  Pope,  that  all- the  Pittmans  had  turned  out, 
as  he  always  knew  they  would,  to  be  such  an  outstanding  family.) 

FARM  TEMAl^CY  HAS  TAKEN  NOSEDIVE. 

Charlotte  (N-  C.)  Charlotte  Observer,  December  29,  -  -  -  Farm  tenancj;^,  which 
more  national  attention  than  all  other  southern  problems,  today 
e  diving  to  the  bottom  of  the  problem  list  said  Dr.  Paul  Taylor, 
rsity  of  California,    He  pointed  out  that  the  migration  of  farm 
ng  the  war  reduced  tenancy  and  a  goverranent  sponsored  movement 

ownership  turned  many  tenants  and  sharecroppers  into  small-farm 
cited  the  accomplishment  of  Farmers  Home  Administration  in  help- 
orm.er  tenants  and  sharecroppers  to  become  owners  in  the  four 
orgia,  Alabam.a,  Florida  and  South  Carolina, 
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"FHA's  progress  with  displaced  persons  throughout  the  South  is  one  of  the 
most  heartening  factors  in  any  examination  of  the  problem  raised  by  large 
scale  and  smft  agricultural  mechanisation",  he  said. 


MKING  DREAl^AS  COME  TRUE. 


Illustrated.      By  Elizabeth  Spence. 


USDA  Consum-ers'  Guide,  February  -  -  -  The  Jesse  Dillons  of  Forsythe  County, 
North  Carolina,  have  alYiays  been  a  self-respecting,  xiard  working  family  and 
never  have  asked  any  special  favors.    Working  at  many  jobs  in  the  fields 
and  in  the  barnyards  all  their  lives, .their  great  endeavor  has  been  to  give 
their  eight  children  each  a  better  chance  in  life  than  they  themselves  had. 
Yet  vri.th  a  splendid  reputation  as  fanners,  and  regarded  as  thrifty  people, 
they  hadn't  been  able  to  rent  a  farm  large  enough  to  ensure  them  a  good 
living  lYith  a  margin  of  profit.    To  rent  such  a  farm  they  would  need  more 
money. 

All  Jesse  Dillon  had  to  show  for  30  years  of  tenant  farming  ?ras  a  couple  of 
old  mules,  a  cow,  a  few  household  effects  and  some  makeshift  farm  machinery — 
in    all  worth  about  -$32  5,    They  had  only  30  crop  acres  on  the  150-acre  farm 
they  rented  in  194-1  and  credit  from,  usual  sources  was  quite  out  of  the  question, 
But  Jesse  had  enough  to  satisfy  the  County  committee  of  the  Farmers  Home  Admin- 
istration, that  given  an  opportunity,  the  Dillons  would  make  good  on  a  loan. 
The  loan  was  granted,  and  they  were  able  not  only  to  buy  necessar;y  farm  equip- 
ment, but  to  rent  a  larger  and  better  farm. 

They've  comiO  a  long  way  in  5  years — and  on  an  uphill  road.    It  is  heartening 
to  see  the  Dillons  in  their  home,  to  sense  their  quiet  optimism  and  to  hear 
from  their  ovm  lips  the  progress  they  have  been  able  to  make  by  dint  of  hard 
work  and  a  little  help  in  the  way  of  a  supervised  government  loan.    The  story 
of  the  ascent  they  have  made  typifies  the  sort  of  thing  many  hardvrorking, 
determined  farm  families  have  been  able  to  do  for  themselves  with  the  Farmers 
Home  Administration  supervised  credit  program. 
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VETERAI'!  GETS  Fm'.  3TART  THROUGH  FHA  LOAN. 

Springfield  ( Ohio )  News  -  -  -  FHA's  help  to  veterans  is  well  exampled  in  the 
case  of  Ralph  Smith,  Y^ho  served  more  than  two  years  in  the  Navy,  and  v;ho  now 
is  operating  a  farm  through  an  FHA  loan  he  obtained  after  several  loaning 
agencies  had  turned  him  down.    Through  the  usual  FHA  channels  his  application 
was  approved  and  with  little  else  than  a  willingness  to  work  he  was  granted 
enough  to  get  started. 

His  livestock  purchases  included  four  dairy  covers  and  three  bred  sows,  and, 
vdth  farm  equipment  purchased  he  has  put  out  a  corn  crop,  harvested  three 
liay  crops  and  one  oat  crop  on  the  24.0-acre  farm.    Through  the  sale  of 
cream  he  has  managed  to  meet  expenses  and  when  he  has  sold  his  31  spring 
pigs,  he  Yrlll  be  able  to  pay  off  part  of  his  loan, 

HE  GROWS  $1,000  ON  EACH  ACRE.         By  John  F.  McDonald 

New  Jersey  Farm  and  Garden,  December  1946  -  -  -  Down  in  Southern  Jersey  at 
Vineland  in  Cumberland  County,  is  a  "truck"  farm  that  is  measured  in  feet 
rather  than  acres  taut  there's  nothing  undersized  about  its  production  or  its 
income. 

Staff  Sgt,  Andrew  "Andy"  Sinclair,  a  veteran  of  the  Normandy  landing  and  the 
first  veteran  in  New  Jersey  to  obtain  a  farm  ovmership  loan  through  the 
Farmers  Home  Administration,  purchased  this  "vegetable  factory"  from  45-year 
old  Battista  Capra,  and  is  cultivating  the  land  vilth  rich  manure  and  cover 
crops  that  continually  enrich  his  land.    In  addition  there  extends  the  entire 
li-ngth  of  his  1000  foot  deep  farm  an  overhead  irrigation  system  so  arranged 
as  to  provide  the  necessary  fine  spray  to  completely  cover  his  crops.  When 
an  early  frost  last  fall  threatened  his  cherry  peppers  his  ace  in  the  hole 
v/as  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  irrigation.    The  warmth  of  the  water  raised 
the  temperature  of  the  air  and  keeps  the  peppers  free  of  frost  dam.age. 

From  early  March  to  late  November  Andy  works  in  as  many  diversified  crops  as 
he  can,  an  acre  of  dandelions,  then  spinach  and  after  that  leeks, — ^all  on  the 
sam.e  acre.    Last  year  he  had  a  sixth-acre  of  endive,  a  quarter  acre  of 
radi.shes,  the  same  of  ,  broccoli,  a  fifth  acre  of  string  beans,  an  acre  of 
lettuce,  an  acre  of  carrots,  a  half  acre  of  beets,  tvro-f if -chs  of  cucumbers 
and  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of  parsley.    And  that  is  how  Andy,  Tidth  plenty  of 
hard  Avork  and  corrt^ct  planning,  made  five  acres  yield  in  actual  cash-fRjOOO 
an  acre, 

mW  \^TERAI.T  OPERATES  LARGE  DAIRY  FARM. 

Troy  ( M .  C . )  Montgomery  Herald  -  -  -  R.  L.  Caudill,  Jr.,  27-year  old  Navy 
veteran  became  the  first  Montgoniery  County  veteran  to  qualify  for  a  Farmers 
Hom.e  Administration  loan.    He  purchased  a  221-acre  dairy  farm,  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  in  the  county, 

Caudill 's  farm  is  located  on  a  milk  route  and  he  milks  some  18  cows.  The 
milk  is  handled  in  a  concrete  block  milk  house  equipped  with  a  cooling 
outfit.    His  large  hay  barn  contains  a  lounging  room  for  his  cattle  and 
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it  holds  plenty  of  hay  as  well.    The  yield  of  his  farm  is  excellent^  result- 
ing from  liberal  use  of  lime  and  phosphate  ..together  with  manure  from  the 
barn.    During  the  past  season  275  bales  of  hay  of  90  to  100  pounds  each  were 
cut  from  four  acres  of  lespedeza. 

The  ten  room  dwelling  is  wired  throughout  for  electricity,  nas  running  water 
supplied  from  a  spring  nearly  hialf  a  mile  away.     Caudill  expects  to  work 
mth  county  farm  agencies,  to  use  soil  conservation  practices  in  the  further 
development  of  the  farm  and  plans  to  add  more  permanent  pasture  and  more 
dairy  coy;s  to  his  herd  of  Guernseys  and  Heref  ords  . 

ADM  DOUCET  POSSESSES  MODEL  FAM       ARCADIA  PARISH. 

Crowley  (La.)  Weekly  Arcadian,  December  19  -  -  -  the  Doucet  family  in  1939 
staked  the  next  forty  years  of  their  lives  to  pay  off  a  Farmers  home  Adminis- 
tration loan  to  buy  a  177-acre  farm.    In  1946 — just  seven  years  later- 
Adam  Doucet  paid  off  his  debt  in  full.  ■  .  .,  - 

The  home  is  complete  ?rith  bath,  'running  water,  natural,  gas,  iieating  and  REA 
electricity.  Electricity  is  used  in  the  brooders  and  throughout  the  farm. 
Crops  are  well  diversified  and  enough  feed  is  raised  for  Doucet 's  herd  of 
34-  dajry  cows.  Th.ere  are  orchards  of  pecans,  Satsumas,  kumquats,  lemons, 
peaches,  figs,  and  pears  all  of  which  find  their  way  to  the  local  markets. 
Sheep  and  hogs  ^Adth  a  plentiful  supply  of  chickens,  guinea  fowl  and.  ducks, 
make  the  Doucets  an  outstanding  "Live-at-Homie"  family. 

FP-A  IMS  NOTES.  By  Bessie  P.  Hawkins,  Home  Supervisor. 

Charleston  (Miss . )  Mississippi  Sun,  December  12  -  -  -  Mose  Robinson  and 
family,  Negro  tenants  in  1941,  are  now  prosperous  independent  farm  owners, 
Mose  and  his  wife  walked  into  the  FHA  office  on  December  2  and  said  "¥e 
have  come  to  pay  up  our  account  in  full.    YiTe  v/ant  to  be  the  first  to  pay  off 
a  Farm  Ovmersnip  loan  in  194-6." 

In  the  twelve  years  previous  to  his  1941  loan  Robinson  had  rented  only  two 
farms  yet  when  he  took  over  his  present  farm  his  net  worth  was  less  than  a 
thousand  dollars.    Today  their  net  worth  is  $8,426.    For  five  years,  as  home 
O'/mers,  they  have  practiced  divisified  farming  and  a  live-at-home  program. 
In  19^6  they  had  25  acres  in  cotton,  10  in  corn,  12  in  covercrops  to  be 
turned  under,  and  the  rest  in  grain,  orchard  and  garden. 

Their  plans  are  noiv  to  save  enough  money  to  build  a  house  like  the  one.  they 
would  have  built  if  there  had  not  been  a  war — to  continue  the  live-at-home 
program — and  to  keep  their  farm  family  record  book.    They  left  the  office  as 
new  0'-,:ners  of  a  family  farm — but  they  took  one  of  tnose  record  books  along  ', 

BRIEFS  FROM  TtE  STATES 


ARKANSAS 

GLAMOUR  magazine  for  February  carries  a  short  story  of  Arthur  Carter  (see 
November  issue  'FHA  in  the  News')  who  spent  three  years  in  a  Japanese  prison 
camp  and  is  now,  thanks  to  FHA,  indulging  in  the  peaceful  life  of  a  farmer. 
Carter  says;  "The  farm.ers  best  friend  is  the  FKA.    With  the  instruction  and 
guidance  it  offers  the  veteran,  he  makes  no  mistake  in  investing  his  military 
savings  In  seed,  stock  and  equipment." 


FLORIDA 


Fl orida  Fair  - Draws  Crovrd  . 

The  Tampa  Morning  Tribune  of  February  5  tells  about  the  Florida  State  Fair 
v;hich  opened  on  that  day  at  Tampa  and  continued  through  February  15.  The 
Fvirir.ers  Home  Administration  had  an  attractive  three-panel  display  with  several 
large  photographs  titled  "A  Veteran  Earns  Kis  Farm."    The  center  panel  con- 
sists of  a  continuous  showing  of  color  slides  illustrating  steps  the  veteran 
takes  from  the  time  he  reiurns  back  home  until,  through  the  FFiA;  he  enters  into 
possession  of  bis  home  and  farm.    An  estimated  million  people  attended  this 
Florida  State  P''air. 

ILLINOIS 

Farm  Operation  on  Budget  is  Topic, 

Hovr  to  operate  farms  most  efficiently  on  a  budget  vras  discussed  by  several 
fana  couples,  borrowers  in  the  Farmers  Hone  Administration,  the  Peoria  Star 
reports.    The  borrowers  m.et  at  Peoria  County  Farm  Bureau  building  vdth  county 
FJiA.  committees  for  their  annual  farm  ovmership  meeting.    The  importance  of 
soil  conservation  was  explained  and  charts  were  shovnn  presenting  a  break- 
dovm  of  the  borrowers'  farm  incom.es  and  comparing  them  with  average  individual 
incomes  of  other  FHA  borrowers  in  eight  nearby  counties. 

U3DA  Librarian  Serves  FHA . 

"The  most  fun  is  serving  the  Farmers  Home  Administration,"  Miss  Helen  Boyd, 
librarian  of  the  USDA's  Louisiana  library  is  quoted  as  saying,  by  the 
New  Orleans  Picayune.     "IVe  hanale  questions  on  everything  about  the  home  and 
farm — child  care,  health,  landscaping,  room  furnishing,  furniture  refinishing 
as  well  as  all  queries  about  the  development  and  improvem.ent  of  the  farm. 

MICHIGAN 

1,200  Loans  for  Farming  Made  to  ^'^ets. 

More  than  1,200  loans  to  Micnigan  veterans  of  Vforld  ¥J"ar  II  have  been  made  by 
the  Farmers  Home  Administration  during  the  last  year  as  the  men  returned  fromi 
service,  says,  the  Detroit  Free  Pi-ess.  All  were  fai'm  boys  returning  to  their 
hoiae  community  and  all  are  amibitious  .  They  v/ant  work,  trtey  know  farming  but 
need  financing  and  lack  the  security  that  goes  with  regular  credit.  And  the 
FHA  can  m.eat  their  needs. 

MINNESOTA 

It  May  Interest  You.  By  Claude  0.  Ebling 

The  Stock  and  Dairy  Farmer  of  Duluth  belie vus  the  FSA  did  a  good  job.  They 
say-  "Now  consolidated  into  the  Farmers  Home  Administration,  it  is  good  to 
look  at  the  record.     In  Michigan,  Miruiesota  and  Wisconsin  last  year,  8,008 
loans  were  made  but  in  tho  previous  ten  years  115,000  loans  v.rcre  made  to 
families  that  ^-ere  not  able  to  get  help  elsewhere.     It  made  ovmers  out  of 
many  tenants;  it  has  planted  seed  that  vdll  grov:  and  strengthen  America.  So 
good-bye  FSA,  and  good  luck,  FHA."  , 
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MS3ISSIPPI 

FHii  Notes .         By  Olive  B.  Cruse^  FHA  Home  SuperAAisor. 

The  New  Albany  Gazette  describes  the  FHA  Home  lursing  class  sponsored  by  the 
American  Red  Cross,  and  in  charge  of  a  registered  trained  nurse.    The  first 
b'7o  lessons  consisted  in  learning  how  to  -;ra.sh  their  hands  for  safety  in 
caring  for  the  sick  and  also  the  method  of  changing  sheets  and  pillow  cases 
with  the  patient  still  m  bed. 

Representative  Yifhittington  Addresses  Farmers. 

The  Enterprise  of  Indiana ola  reports  that  the  Hon.  W.  M.  V/hittington,  Senior 
Congressman  from  Mississippi,  visited  the  Farm  Ovmership  borrowers  of  the 
FrIA  in  the  Roundaway  Baptist  Church  of  Sunflower  County  recently.  There 
7J-ere  a  group  of  130  borrowers  and  the  Congressman  discussed  with  them  various 
problems  which  the  farmers  are  confronted  with  in  the  delta  and  the  v/ay  in 
Yfhich  congress  was  endeavoring  to  assist  them.    He  also  forcibly  emphasized 
the  vaJ.ue  of  fanri  ovmership,  the  place  it  had  in  the  nation  and  the  important 
part  it  can  play  in  comxmunity  life. 

MISSOURI 

Ex-sharecroppers  Now  Landovmers  . 

This  yeai-,  says  the  Enterprise -Courier  of  Charleston,  the  Audie  L.  Stephenson 
family  will  own  their  120-acre  farm  outright.    Last  Moyember  Mr.  Stephenson 
•made  final  and  full  payment  on  the  Farm  Oimership  loan  he  had  negotiated  in 
194-0  through  the  Farmers  Home  Administration.    In  .1939  Stephenson  had  a  rural 
rehabilitation  loan  and  on  a  rented  fam  the  family  proved  their  worthiness. 
The  next  year  the  local  committee  of  the  FHA  allotted  to  them  a  large  enough 
loan  to  buy  their  present  farm_.  some  three  miles  away  from,  the  one  on  which 
they  started.    Starting  vvith  a  net  virorth  of  only  ^1,400  the  Stephcnsons  have 
built  it  up  to  ^9 3 000.    Their  prime  -asset  is  a  herd  of  fine  dairy  cows. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  - 

Guilford  Farmers  Conserve  Products . 

A  group  of  103  farm  families  in  Guilford  County,  reports  the  Greensboro 
News,  produced  and  stored  for  home  use  during  194^  a  total  of  1^107, 4-36  worth 
of^ood,  averaging  '1^1,043  per  family  at  a  value  based  on  the  average  farm 
prices  for  the  year.    Mrs.  Mildred  Reid,  supervisor  for  the  Farmers  Home 
Administration,  pointed  out  that  the  record  for  storage  was  outstanding  and 
added  that  storing  food  to  provide  a  varied  year-round  supply  is  a  more 
difficult  job  for  many  families  than  producing  the  food. 

Lov/rnan  Increases  Corn  Yield. 

The  Catawba  Hews -Enterprise  of  Newton  tells  of  the  success  of  Dewey  C.  Lowman, 
who  purchased  a  farm  near  the  Sandy  Ridge  Airport  in  1941  and  then  found  he 
was  short  of  ready  funds  to  obtain  necessary  equipment  for  operating  the  farm. 
He  needed  special  credit  and  guidance.    THROUGH  A  NEWS  ITEIVL  IN  HIS  LOCAL 
PAPER  he  learned  of  the  Farm  Security  Administration.    The  supervisor  not 
only  hulped  Lowman  to  get  his  production  loan  but  he  brought  the  services  of 
the  Soil  Conservation  Service  to  help  in  laying  out  a  long  range  plan  of 
farm  operation.    This  year  Lomaan  produced  110  bushels  of  corn  per  acre. 
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PEM3YLVMIA 
Economic  Life  of  Man  of  Concern  to  the  Church. 

About  400  church,  political,  business  and  labor  leaders  were  gatnered  in 
Pittsburg  -luring  the  week  01  February  17,  the  Washington  Star  announced,  to 
attend  a  conference  to  discuss  economic  'tensions'  and  to  propose  a  'program 
of  action  for  the  Churches.'     The  meeting  was  sponsored  by  the  Federal 
Co\i.ncil  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  America  representing  25  denominations. 
Charles  P.  Taft  is  president  of  the  council,    Paul  Maris,  Director  of  FHA's 
FO  program  attended  the  conference. 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

Farm  Borrowers  are  Far  Ahead  of  Payment  Schedule. 

The  Daily  Argus  Leader  of  Sioux  Falls  reports  that  the  farm  ownership  division 
of  th.c  FaiTTiers  Home  Administration  in  South  Dakota  completed  inspection  of 
its  accounts  recently  and  announced  that  borrowers  on  an  average  were  more 
than  three  years  ahead  of  schedule  in  pajang  40-year  term  loans. 

TEMS33EE 

The  Tennessean  of  Nashvillt  in  an  illustrated  article  reports  that  forty 
Italian  families  vdll  be  able  to  supply  their  undernourished  bambini  with 
milk  this  winter.    Dan  Seay,  Vifilson  County  farmer  and  head  of  the  Lebanon 
office  of  the  Farmers  Home  AdiP.inistration  and  the  late  Dr.  Lavens  Thomas  II 
instigated  the  Wilson  County  Hoifer  Project  through  which  clubs  and  farmers 
donate  neifers  to  be  sent  to  Italy  and  placed  with  families  there  to  provide 
nourishiment  for  milk  hungry  children.    On  Armistice  Day  the  people  of  the 
county  gathered  at  a  railway  loading  station  to  see  4.O  animals,  the  first 
shipment,  go  fonvard  to  Italy, 

UTAH 

Survt-;yor  Seeks  Ditch  Lines  for  Drainage  Project . 

According  to  the  Standard -Examiner  of  Ogden,  the  Farmers  Home  Adiuinistration 
in  recent  months  has  been  forced  to  deny  farm  loans  to  veteran  in  the  Yfest 
Warrt-n  comjTiunity  because  of  improper  drainage.    Mow,  however,  the  signatures 
of  property  ov^'ners  having  been  obtained  granting  ditch  rights  of  way  through 
their  property,  and  tlie  county  surveyor  will  determine  proper  locations  for 
a  series  of  main  drainage  ditches  and  canals, 

VflSCONSIN 

George  L.  Reznichek,  District  FHA  Supervisor,  Madison,  writes  -  "Following 
are  the  results  of  a  survey  made  by  the  Michigan  State  College  in  one 
Michigan  County  relative  to  vfhere  and  how  farmers  receive  information: 
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Telephone  calls  to  county  agent  10% 

Attendance  at  extension  demonstrations  26% 

Conversation  vrith  vo-ag  teachers  28% 

Calls  at  county  agents'  office  52% 

Bulletins  from  college  6l% 

Local  newspapers  15% 

Neighbors  32% 

Farm  Journals — — Q3% 
Radio  broadcasts  81% 

The  Wisconsin  Farmers  Union  News,  states  that  the  FHA  needs  rehabilitation 
now  and  more  adequate  appropriations.    "It  is  today  the  best  veterans'  pro- 
gram in  agriculture  and  should  be  given  adequate  funds."    The  Act  needs  some 
am^encmcnts,  the  article  goes  on  to  say,  such  as  the  elimination  of  the  five- 
year  loan  termination  feature;  re-establishment  of  regional  offices  and 
intert.st  on  FO  loans  cut  back  to  3  percent. 

^OTES  FROM  THE  FIELD 

In  this  section,  FHA  in  the  News  will  carry  what  we  consider  the  best  of  the  • 
ideas  which  reach  us  concerning  mfithods  used  by  field  staffs.    You  may  find 
among  them  ideas  vriiich  are  equally  applicable — or  can  be  ada.pted — to  the 
problems  or  needs  in  your  State,  District  or  County,    Send  us  similar  stories 
or  reports  from  your  office,  and  we  will  include  as  many  of  them  as  possible 
in  this  section.  i  . 

USE  OF  COimiTTEES.      •  '  ■ 

In  New  Jersey,  a  county  committee  held  a  meeting  in  the  middle  of  a  cranberry 
bog  to  consider  the  application  of  ex-Lieutenant  Bruce  H.  Bro;vn,  vrho  had 
grovm  a  heavy  crop  of  berries  but  had  no  funds  to  harvest  them.    He  feared 
the  loan  might  be  so  long  delayed  that  he  would  lose  the  crop.    The  committee, 
to  oxL.'Cdite  their  loan  approval,  met  on  Broiivn's  farm,  went  out  to  the  bog 
where  he  was  working  and  approved  the  loan  on  the  spot.    As  a  result.  Brown 
was  able  to  harvest  over  200  barrels  of  cranberries  which  he  sold  at  $25,00 
per  barrel . 

This  iteffi  proved  to  be  more  than  just  an  interesting  experience  for 'the 
committee.    During  Farmers'  Vifeek — ^^-Yhen  representatives  of  all  New  Jersey 
farm  organizations  and  federal,  state  and  local  farm  agencies  meet  to  discuss 
their  various  orograms  and  to  plan  ways  to  work  more  closely  together — one 
of  the  committeemen  told  the  story  as  an  example  of  how  FHA  helps  veterans. 
The  County  supervisor  also  used  it  to  illustrate  a  mimeographed  sheet  on 
activities  of  FHA  in  the  county  which  was  read  by  many  of  the  State's  farm 
leaders . 

County  offices  in  Region  VII  report  newsletters  sent  out  from  county  offices 
to  borrower  fam.ilies  bear  not  only  the  signatures  of  the  county  staff  but 
also  of  the  county  committee.    Supervisors  in  county  offices  using  this 
practice  gain  two  benefits  from  the  letters.    To  the  borrovfers — and  to  the 
comm.unity  leaders  if  the  letters  go  to  such  groups — the  signatures  add 
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authenticity  to  the  letter  itself,  indicating  that  the  methods  described 
bear  the  stamp  of  approval  of  the  committee.    More  important,  it  means  that 
the  county  committee  sees  tae  letter  before  it  goes  out,  has  a  chance  to 
siiare  in  its  preparation,  aiid  certainly  are  kept  better  informed  of  activi- 
ties in  the  county  office  and  among  borrovrers. 

BOiLROVffiRS  HELP  lii  INFQFMING  PUBLIC  ABOUT  FHa  SERVICES. 

In  "parsing  it  On",  the  Region  VII  house  organ,  there  are  tvro  good  examples 
of  how  borrowers  can  help  to  inform  the  public  about  FHA  services  v/hich  they 
receive.    Dan  Roethtr,  of  Lexington,  Nebraska,  was  named  "Corn-  King"  at  the 
I'ebraska  Com  Show.    He  produced  bushels  of  corn  to  the  acre  on  an 

80  acre  irrigated  farm  purchased  through  FHA's  Farm  Ovnu^rship  program.. 
Roether  told  r-porters  that  hin  success  was  due  in  large  part  to  the  fact 
that  FHA  provided  the  opportunity  when  they  helped  him  purchase  his  own  farm. 
He  also  pointed  out  the  helpfulness  of  the  sound  farm  management  and  farm 
planning  advice  which  he  was  able  to  use  in  cultivating  his  farm-.  ' 

Similarly,  Albert  P.  Gray  was  selected  as  one  of  the  five  Master  Farmei-s  in 
Doniphan  County,  Kansas,  based  on  his  diversified  farming  and  live-at-home 
program.    Gray  told  reporters  that  his  FHIA  supervised  loan  gave  him  the 
opportunity  to  farm  adequately,  while  tiie  FHA  supervisors  showed  him  ways 
to  farm  eccnon.ically  and  to  make  best  horiie-use  of  the  farm-grown  produce, 

EXHIBITS . 

Supervisor  Olman  Hee,  of  Fairmont,  ilinn.,  organized  a  corn  siioy;  for  borrowers 
in  the  county.    Prizes  vrcre  donated  by  local  merchants.    Over  20  exhibits  of 
borrowers  progress — sho^.m  by  the-- excellence  of  their  crop — told  the  whole 
county  that  FPIA  develops  real  farmers. 

LEADER  LETTERS. 

Supervisor  W.  B.  O'Sullivan,  of  Ashland,  IVisconsin,  has  devulopcd  a  somewhat 
unique  leader  letter  which,  helps  him  tell  the  people  in  ins  county  about  the 
progress  being  made  by  FHA  famdlies.    He  carefully  compiles  a  story — usually 
both  sides  of  one  mimeographed  page — showing  the  progress  made  by  fam-ilies 
who  are  FHA  borrowers.    Then  he  checks  through  his  list  of  local  corar.iunity 
leaders  v\rho  7/-ant  information  about  our  program,  dividing  them  into  groups 
such  as  veterans,  church  leaders,  agricultural  officials,  etc.    For  each 
gro-ap  he  prepares  a  special  covering  letter,  briefly  calling  attention  or 
amplif.yj.ng  som.e  phase  of  the  report  wnich  would  be  of  greatest  interest  to 
tliat  group.    To  the  banl-:ers,  for  example,  he  v\rould  point  out  the  indicated 
repa3mient  record,  while  to  veteran  organizations  he  would  indicate  the  num.ber 
of  veteran  loans  made  in  the  county. 

MEV^  RELEASES. 

Alger  Hanson,  county  supervisor  in  Michigan  before  the  war,  returned  to 
find  him.self  assigned  to  a  new  group  of  counties.    His  first  job,  he  felt, 
was  to  become  acquainted  with  the  comr unity  vviiere  he  would  work,  and  so  he 
dropped  in  on  the  nevrspaper  editors.    They  asked  him  why  FHA  didn't  give  them 
more  inform:ation  on  what  we  v/erL  doing  in  the  counties.     In  a  later  report 
to  his  state  director  Hansen  vfrote  "The  nev/spapers  grab  the  material  as  fast 


as  I  can  give  it  to  them.   .   .It's  surprising  the  amount  of  comment  and 
applications  the  releases  have  brought  us.    And  if  we  mention  a  veteran  some- 
place in  the  release,  it  usually  makes  the  front  page." 

PJ'.DIO  •  ■■ 

One-  district  in  South  Dakota  has  worked  out  a  list  of  weekly  topics  for 
radio  use,  and  made  a  regular  schedule  so  that  each  county  office  in  the; 
district  shares  in  the  program,  knows  long  enough  in  advance  v/hen  they  vd.ll 
appear  to  be  prepared  on  it,  and  knovre  exactly  what  topic  they  mil  discuss 
on  the  program.    District  Supervisor  Henderson,  in  sending  to  the  county 
offices  the  list  of  topics,  also  supplied  them  with  a  one- page  fact  sheet  on 
hovf  to  use  radio  effectively. 

WORKING  TOTK  GROUPS . 

Four  Michigan  colleges  are  sponsoring — at  the  request  of  the  Ivlichigan  Council 
of  Cbu'ches  and  Christian  Education — one  day  toivn  and  country  m.eetings  for 
clergymen  and  lay  people  which  arc  for  the  purpose  of:    (l)-finding  out  what 
the  church  leaders  and  agricultural  agencies  consider  the  essential  values 
of  rural  life;  (2)-explore  the  mutual  interests  of  the  rural  churches  and  of 
the  organizations  and  agencies  which  serve  rural  families;  and  (3)-consider 
plans  for  cooperating  in  the  local  community.    State  FHA  Director  Roswell 
Carr'  spoke  on  the  topic  of  "Tlie  Chiorch  and  Disadvantaged  Farmers"  and  par- 
ticipated in  a  round-table  discussion  on  this  subject  a.t  the  East  Lansing 
meeting  held  February  19 . 
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Twelve  men  that  you'll  cone  to  know  better  in  the  months  ahead  are  now  .in  the 
field  after  completing  a  three-week  training  program  designed  not  or.ly  to  teach 
them  new  jobs  but  also  to  make  them,  of  greater  service  to  the  field.  These 
twelve  men— six  field  representatives  and  their  assistants— have  now  becc»ne  the 
right-hands  af  the  Administrator,  the  liaison  between  Washington  arid  the  field. 
They  are: 

James  H.  Wood?  From  Athens,  Georgia,  James  H,  Wood  is  a  graduate  of 
John  H«  Pumell  Connecticut  Agricultural  College,  a  veteran  of  World 

War  I  and  for  6  years  Regional  Director  of  FSA  in 
Region  I,    He  has  been  a  farm  manager,  a  teacher  of  agriculture,  the 
State  Leader  in  poultry  work  for  the  Georgia  State  College  of  Agriculture 
and  University  of  Georgi^L,  manager  of  the  Allied  Mills  Store,  Assistant 
Director  of  Rural  Rehabilitation  of  FERA  for  Georgia,  and  Assistant 
Regional  Director  at  Montganery,  Alabama.    Mr,  Wood  will  serve  in  the  15 
States  from  Maine  to  Georgia,    Assisting  him  will  be  John  H,  Pumell, 
formerly  of  the  Region  VIII  Director's  staff,    Pumell,  from  Marsnall, 
Texas.,  has  attended  Louisiana  Tech,  Louisiana  State,  and  Centenary  Colleges, 
He  is  a  veteran  of  World  War  II,    Prior  to  his  military  and  govfcrnrient 
experience  he  has  been  co-o^Amer  of  the  Southem  Dairyman,  and  Managing 
Editor  for  the  Marshall  (Texas)  News -Mes s e nger . 


Leo  C,  Streater     Mr.  Streater,  former  Administrative  Officer  of  the  ECFL 
Thomas  P,  Shreve    in  St.  Paul  (Minn,)  is  an  old  timer  in  the  field  of  farm 

credit .    At  20  he  entered  the  banking  business  as 
Assistant  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank,  Emmets burg  (Iowa),    In  1911> 
he  became  cashier  for  the  Rusk  Mortgage  Loan  Company  of  Ladysmith, 
Wisconsin.    With  this  company  until  1926,  he  served  successively  as  cashier, 
vice-president,  and  President.    In  1927  he  opened  a  brokerage,  insurance 
and  mortgage  firm  of  his  own  in  Minneapolis,  continuing  there  until  1932 
when  he  became  Assistant  manager  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration  branch 
at  St,  Paul.    As  preparation  for  his  career  in  credit,  Mr,  Streater  com- 
pleted courses  in  banking,  corjnercial  law  and  insurance  with  the  American 
Institute  of  Banking.    Assisting  Mr.  Streater  is  T.  P,  Shreve,  formerly 
of  the  FSA  regional  office  in  Milwaukee.    Shreye  studied  civil  engineering 
at  Lincoln  Cbllege,  Lincoln,  Illinois,  then  followed  with  a  business  course 
at  the  Lincoln  Business  College.    In  1908  he  accepted  employment  yrith  the 
Sioux  City  Stock  Yards,  later  was  foreman  of  a  large  farm  near  Rock  Rapids , 
Iowa,    He  served  on  the  staff  of  the  Wisconsin  Farmer  for  13  years  as 
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livestock  editor.    Later  he  was  farm  manager  for  the  Holbert  Horse 
Importing  Company  of  Greeley,  Iowa,  for  six  years.    Since  1935  he  has 
been,  employed  by  the  Farm  Seciirity  Administration,  and  has  served 
variously  as  county  supervisor,  district  supervisor,  and  information 
adviser.    Mr.  Shreve  and  Mr.  Streater  will  represent  the  Administrator 
in  the  seven  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Michigan,  Wisconsin 
and  Minnesota, 


Julian  Brown        Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Davis,  teamed  together  to  assist  the 
George  L.  Davis    Administrator  in  the  six-state  area  of  Florida,  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  Tennessee,  Kentucky  and  West  Virginia,  are 
both  from  the  former  FSA  regional  office  at  Montgomery,  Alabama.  Mr, 
Brown  has  worked  with  southern  agricultural  problems  for  the  past  twenty- 
three  years ,    A  graduate  of  Alabama  Polytechnic  Institute  with  post- 
graduate work  at  Cornell,  he  first  served  as  an  Inspector  of  slipping  in 
Alabama,  Florida,  Georgia  and  Arkansas,  then  a  year  later  was  selected 
as  State  Inspector  of  Shipping  by  the  Alabama  Department  of  Agriculture, 
In  1927  he  accepted  employment  with  Extension,  remaining  there  until  1935 
when  he  became  Alabama  State  Director  for  the  Farm  Security  Administration. 
He  has  been  Assistant  Regional  Director  since  1939.    Mr.  Davis,  his 
present  assistant,  started  as  a  reporter  on  the  Atlanta  Georgian  while  in 
college,  and  shortly  after  graduation,  became  city  editor  of  the 
Advertiser.    In  1934-  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  Alabama  Rural  Reset- 
tlement  Administration.    He  has  been  continuously  in  government  service 
since  that  date,  serving  in  such  capacities  as  State  Director  of  the 
Office  of  Government  Reports,  and  Administrative  Assistant  with  several 
agencies. 


Daniel  L,  Deals    Mr.  Beals,  formerly  Administrative  officer  of  ECFL  at 
Floyd  H.  Lynn       Omaha,  Nebraska,  has  been  closely  associated  mth  agri- 
culture for  the  past  fifty  years.    He  earned  a  B.S, 
Degree  In  Dairy  Husbandry  from  South  Dakota  State  College  while  serving 
as  fieldman  for  the  USDA  at  Brookings,  (S.  Dak.)    After  graduation  he 
accepted  a  post  as  assistant  secretary  and  purchasing  agent  for  his  alma 
mater,  remaining  with  them  until  1931  except  for  a  period  of  military 
service  in  World  War  I.    In  that  year  he  returned  to  USDA  as  Agent  for 
the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  at  Brookings,  and  the  following  year  as  field 
Inspector  at  Pierre,    After  five  years  in  the  latter  post  he  transferred 
to  the  Farm  Credit  Administration,  serving  first  as  Assistant  Collection 
Manager  at  Omaha,  and  in  19^  promoted  to  Administrative  Officer  at  the 
same  office^    Assisting  Mr,  Beals  as  the  Administrator's  representative 
for  the  seven  States  of  Nebraska,  North  and  South  Dakota,  Montana, 
Wyoming,  Washington  and  Oregon  and  the  territory  of  Alaska  is  Floyd  K. 
Lynn,  a  veteran  of  World  War  I,  v:ho  started  an  agricultural  career  as  a 
farmer  near  iieosha  Falls,  Kansas.    For  three  years  he  served  as  assistant 
cashier  in  the  N.eosha  Falls  bank,  then  returned  to  farming.   While  on  the 
farm  he  purchased  the  Neosha  Falls  newspaper  and  operated  it  until  1926, 
For  the  next  two  years  he  operated  the  newspaper  at  lola,  Kansas,  then 
became  manager  of  the  Farmers  Union  Livestock  Commission  Company  in  Kansas 
City,  Missouri.    Active  in  the  Farmers  Union,  he  served  as  State  Secretary, 
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and  was  later  assistant  to  the  FU  /resident.     In  1935?  he  became  manager 
of  a  Rural  Rehabilitation  project  in  Topeka,  and  since  1937  has  served 
on  the  FSA  Region  VII  director's  staff. 

Eli  B.  Vvhitaker    ivlr.  Vlhitaker,  formerly  Region  VI  director  now  serves  as 
Tillman  Morgan      the  Admiristrator ' s  field  representative  in  Missouri, 

Ark.ansas,  Louisiana,  Oklahoma  and  Texas,    He  has  spent 
the  last  36  years  ox  his  life  in  direct  work  mth  agricultural  groups, 
much  of  it  in  the  Delta  cou)itry  of  the  lower  Mississippi.    A  graduate  of 
Mississippi  State  College,  he  m.ajored  in  animal  husbandry,  did  postgraduate 
work  in  the  same  subject  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  and  the  University 
of  Arkansas.     He  served  for  three  years  as  superintendent  of  a  demonstra- 
tion farm,  then  in  1914-  started  farming  for  himself.    For  12  years  he  v/as 
on  the  staff  of  the  Arkansas  Department  of  Agriculture  and  during  this 
period  also  served  as  professor  of  Agronomy  at  Russellville  Agricultural 
College,    In  1926  he  was  appointed  Director  in  charge  of  the  Cotton  Experi- 
ment Station  of  the  University  of  Arkansas,  a  post  he  held  until  1935  v/hen 
he  was  hired  by  Resettlement  Adi.iini.stration,    Assisting  llr,  liYhitaker-  is 
World  War  II  veteran  Tillman  Morgan,  agricultural  chairman  of  the  AIvfVETS* 
Morgan,_  a  graduate  of  Arkansas  Pol\'~bo clinical  College  with  post«rgraduate 
work  at  the  Universit^v-"  of  Arkansas,  has  previously  served  as  managing 
editor  of  the  Batesville  (Ark.)  Daily  Guard  and  as  State  Supervisor  and 
Admiinistrative~Assistant  of  the  National  Youth  Administration.  Before 
his  naval  experience,  Morgan  was  employed  as  Assistant  Personnel  Super- 
visor for  the  Oklahoma  Ordnance  Works,  and  on  his  return  from  military 
services  was  hired  by  FSA  as  part  of  the  Regional  Director's  staff  at 
Little  Rock. 


Hom.er  M,  Allen  Mr.  Allen,  formerly  Administrative  Officer  of  the 

Edward  C.  Eanfield    EFCL  at  Wichita,  Kansas,  broke  his  college  career  at 

the  University  of  Missouri  in  1917  to  enlist  in 
World  War  I.    Returning  from  military  duty,  he  worked  for  International 
Harvester  and  other  industrial  firms  until  1933?  then  entered  federal 
service  as  Assistant  Manager  of  the  Denver  (Colo.)  Farm  Credit  Adiriinis- 
tration  office.    In  1938  he  was  transferred  to  Wichita  as  Assistant 
Regional  Manager  for  ECFL.    He  remained  at  that  post  until  194-2,  then 
again  enlisted  for  service  in  World  War  II.    In  1946  he  vras  disc/iarged 
from  military  service  and  returned  to  Farm  Credit  as  Administrative 
Officer  of  the  Wichita  office.    His  present  position  as  field  representa- 
tive of  the  Administrator  will  include  liaison  with  State  Directors  in 
charge  of  offices  in  Kansas,  Colorado,  Arizona-New  Mexico,  Utah-Idaho, 
and  Calif ornia-Nevada-Hawaii .    Assisting  Ifr,  Allen  is  Edv/ard  C.Banfield, 
formerly  on  the  Region  IX  Director's  staff.    Mr,  Eanfield,  a  graduate  of 
the  University  of  Connecticut,  first  entered  federal  service  immediately 
after  graduation  when  he  served  as  adm.inistrative  assistant  in  the  U.  S, 
Forest  Service  at  Boston,  Mass.    In  1940  he  resigned  to  become  Secretary 
of  the  New  Hampshire  Farm  Bureau.     Before  going  to  his  Region  IX  post 
in  San  Francisco,  Banfield  worked  vrith  FSA  in  Regions  I  and  III  and  in 
the  National  Office. 
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In  the  thre-e-week  training  program,  these  tv«relve  men  were  given  a  complete  and 
fundamental  education  in  all  phases  of  program  and  operations.  Washington 
staff  officers  covered  with  them  such  topics  as  Purposes  of  the  Conference, 
Organization,  the  Field  Representative's  Job,  Personnel,  Agency  Relations, 
Budgets,  Farm  Ownership  Program,  Audits  and  Investigation,  Finance,,  Administra- 
tive Services,  Production  Loan  Program  and  Administrative  Analysis. 

In  their  new  jobs,  the  twelve  field  representatives  will  travel  constantly 
between  Washington  and  the  various  State  offices  in  their  area,  bringing  and 
interpreting  instructions  from  the  Administrator,  assisting  State  Directors 
and  their  staffs  with  problems  of  both  administration  and  operation,  and 
carrying  back  to  Washington  requests  for  special  assistance  from  Washington 
staff  members. 

One  of  the  most  important  tasks  of  the  field  representatives  will  be  to  assist 
State  Directors  establish  and  maintain  effective  working  relations  in  their 
States,    As  was  pointed  out  in  the  three-week  training  programs,  State  Directors, 
in  addition  to  their  other  duties,  will  be  charged  v/ith  the  responsibility  of 
establishing  and  maintaining  good  working  relations  within  their  states.  The 
field  representatives  will  be  able  to  help  survey  local  needs  and  suggest 
methods  which  vrill  be  of  greatest  help  to  the  State  office. 

EFFICIENCY  RATINGS  IN  THE  FEDERAL  SERVICE 

Mr.  Virgil  L,  Couch,  Chief  Personnel  Officer  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration 
appearing  before  the  Staff  of  the  Senate  Civil  Service  Committee,  recently 
presented  his  recommendations  for  changes  in  the  present  system  of  determining 
annual  efficiency  ratings  naiv  in  general  use  throughout  Government. 

Mr.  Couch  said;  "Assuming  then  that  we  do  need  information  regarding  the 
performance  of  employees    in  the  Farmers  Home  Administration,  reports  are  based 
on  'standards  of  performance'  or  specific  requirements  established  separately 
for  each  position' by  supervisors,  discussed  with  employees,  reduced  to  wri-bing 
and  the  employee  given  a  copy  of' such  statem^ent.    We  analyze  the  job,  determine 
the  important  elements  of  the  job  and  for  each  element  describe  adequate 
performance  in  termxs  of  quantity,  quality  and  manner  of  performance.  This 
results  in  the  elimination  of  the  31  elements  no?;-  used  and  substitutes  elements 
developed  by  the  supervisor.    Although  many  agencies  are  talking  about  It,  we 
are  doing  something  about  using  standards  of  performance.    We  have  done  this  in 

our  organization  of  9,500  full-time  employees  it  works.    It  forces  the 

■  supervisor  to  reach, an  understanding  with  employees  on  what  is  required  of  the 
employee  in  his  job  and  results  in  a  better  job  of  supervision   " 

Mr,  Couch  explained  that  based  on  the  experience  in  his  agency  certain  changes 
should  be  made:    "Performance  should  be  expressed  in,  terms  of  'satisfactory'  or 
'unsatisfactory'  .    Each  report  should  be  exMbited  to  the  employee  and  discussed 
with  him  before  being  made  a  matter  of  record.    Since  the  first-line  supervisor 
is  responsible  for  getting  out  production,  sets  the  'standards  of  performance' 
or  job  requirements  for  the  employee,  reaches  an  understanding  of  what  is 
expected  with  the  employee,  it  is  the  first-line  supervisor  who  must  be  responsi 
ble  for  making  the  performance  report.    Since  the  report' is  tased  ixi  a  comparison 
cf  the  employee  -^ith  tt.e  r:-jqj.ir-.?: .cnts  of  tne  job  or  staridarcis  of  perfcmiance  arid 
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not  a  comparison  of  one  employee  with  otners  in  the  same  occupation  unaer  the 
same  or  different'  supervisors,  it  is  not  necessary  to  provide  for  'revieydng 

officials '  in  such  a  plan  "    Ke  also  suggested  that  the  reg-jlar  rating 

period  be  eliminated  and  the  Efficiency  Rating  Committees  and  the  Beard  of 
Review  be  discontinued, 

(Editor's  Note:    All  government  is  watching  our  efficiency  rating  plan  -  many 
Departments  and  agencies  have  already  copied  it.) 

EDITORIALS 

SERvT:CE  of  local  BAMKS.  By  Willard  H.  Allen,  Secretary  of  Agriculture  of 

New  Jersey. 

New  Jerse^r  Farm  and  Garden,  March,  1947  -  -  -  "Under  the  regulationr  of  the 
Farmers  Home  Administration,  local  bankers  can  be  of  greater  service  to  many 
farmers.    FHA  has  become  a  very  important  agency  for  small  fanners,    fhe  fact 
that  FHA  will  be  able  to  place  loans  tnrough  banks  and  that  the  Federal 
Government  guarantees  90  percent  of  the  amount,  offers  barikers  a  chance  to 
serve  cur  farmers  more  effectively.    L.ost  New  Jersey  farmc-rs  would  prefer  to 
deal  with  their  ovm  banks  and  from  such  transaction  would  come  a  better  under- 
standing as -well  as  mutual  advantages  for  all." 

FAMILY  FARJ^iS.  An  Editorial. 

Boston  (Mass.)  Herald,  February  22  -  -  -  "The  conclusion  of  the  recently 
published  report  oy  the  Senate  Sm.all  Bisiness  Committee  that  family-type  farms 
result  in  a  better  and  stron:-er  comr.Lunity  is  in  line  with  the  thinking,  of  many 
rural  economists  and  sociologists.    The  family  farm  not  only  contributes  more 
in  terms  of  production  but  it  builds  a  more  stable  unit  of  government  and 
offers  more  advantages  to  citizens  of  the  town.    Recent  items  in  the  nevre  give 
support  to  the  belief  that  the  family  >vill  moru  than  hold  its  own  in-tne  years 
ahead," 


RADIO 

"Consumer  Time",  a  network  radio  broadcast  of  the  National  Broadcasting 
Company,  on  March  29,  carried  "A  Foundation  for  Your  Air  Castle,"  a  fifteen 
minute  program  devoted  to  the  farm  and  home  plans  of  borrowers  of  the  Fanners 
Home  Administration,    Miss  Sue  Taylor,  Home  Economist  in  the  National  Oifice 
was  interviewed.    She  explained  how  long  and  short  range  plans  are  necessary 
so  that  the  farm  fam.ilies  who  are  ulilizing  our  services  may  regulate  their 
way  of  living  to  really  accomplish  all  the  things  they  are  looking  forv;ard  to. 
In  calling  attention  to  the  record  of  Far-mers  Home  Administration  borrowers. 
Miss  Taylor  recited  some  of  the  little  things  that  in  the  aggregate  go  to  make 
up  the  neighborly  and  friendly  assistance  tnat  has  betsn  extended  to  thousands 
of  fam.ilies  throughout  the  country. 
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During  the  broadcast  the  Carl  Dalton  family  of  Denvtr,  Colorado,  were  inter- 
viewed.   They  have  developed  a  plan  for  owning  of  their  awn.  home.    Part  of 
this  long  range  plan  was  described  as  the  acquisition  of  a  herd  of  dairy  cattle, 
now  well  on  the  way  to  a  realization.    Of  the  four  Dalton  children,  the  two 
oldest,  Geraldine  and  Edvrard,  play  a  ?rell  defined  part  in  the  family  plans  and 
help  in  many  ways . 


A  March  issue  of  the  U3DA  weekly  Pladio  Service  letter  to  about  275  Farm  Program 
Directors  noted  that  "There's  a  lot  of  good  broadcast  material  in  stories  of 
FiiA  boi'rower  families  throughout  the  country.    RFD's  might  like  to  interviev^ 
some  of  these  families  on  the  air,  or  tell  their  stories  on  suitable  programs." 
As  an  example,  the  story  of  the  Theophilus  Pittman  family  of  Auburn,  Alabama, 
(briefed  in  the  March  issue  of  FHA  in  the  News)  was  included.    Attached  to  the 
letter  as  it  went  out  "v>ras  a  list  of  State  Directors,  suggested  for  references 
by  RFD's  who  want  to  get  in  touch  mth  someone  to  locate  a  family  or  a  family's 
story  for  a  broadcast,  ,  • 


Bill  O'Rourke  from  Denver,  Colorado,  reports:  "We  have  participated  in  a  show 
sponsored  by  the  Colorado  Veterans  Advisory  Council  on  station  KOA,  the  Denver 
NBC  outlet.     On  this  program  Regional  Director  Higbee  appeared  v/ith  representa- 
tives of  other  federal  and  state  agencies  doing  Y^ork  with  the  veterans  and  out- 
lined briefly  the  services  that  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  expects  to 
provide  for  farm  veterans  during  194-7.    To  date  we  have  gotten  more  mail  on 
this  program  than  any  other  we  have  done  during  the  past,  year.    Mail  has  come 
from  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Idaho,  Utah,  Mew  Mexico  and  Colorado." 

A  report  from  the  field  shows  that  a  broadcast  on  January  23,  using  the  facili- 
ties of  radio  station  YffIA  at  Madison,  Wisconsin  and  telling  of  home  management 
work  Yfith  women  in  borrower  fam.ilies  brought  over  700  requests  for  further 
information  from  the  radio  audience .    120  of  these  requests  came  in  on  the  day 
follomng  the  broadcast. 


In  Pennington  County,  South  Dakota  during  the  months  of  December  and  January 
there  vrere  nine  radio  broadcasts  all  describing  different  phases  of  the 
program.    The  scripts  vrere  prepared  under  the  general  direction  of  Mss  Theda 
Nelle  Scott, , associate  county  supervisor. 


FROM  THE  NEWS  COLMNS 

THE  PAULS  "GET  ALONG." 

Way  up  in  the  Western  part  of  Alpena  County,  the  Paul  family  are^  car^/ing  out 
from  the  land  and  woods  a  home  and  a  farm  that  is  already  yielding  them  a  good 


living,  says  The  Michigan  Farmer,  ivho  use  a  picture  of  Bartl  Paul  on  the  cover 
of  their  March  issue. 

For  some  years  aittr  Paul  came  to  America  from  Austria  in  1907  he  worked  in 
the  Illinois  coal  mines.    When  they  shut  down  he  came  to  Alpena  county  to  try 
to  pick  up  a  farm  while  the  prices  were  still  low.    With  the  help  of  a  friend, 
he  borrowed  $1,$00  to  buy  a  l60-acre  farm  in  the  "cut-over"  section  of  i-lichigan. 
That  was  in  1939.    In  19/^2  by  dint  of  hard  work  he  had  100  acres  of  cleared 
land  devoted  to  crops  and  pasture.    And  then  his  bank  loan  was  called. 

The  Farmers  Home  Administration  loaned  him  a  little  over  $2,000  to  refinance 
his  loan,  repair  the  house,  build  a  new  barn.    With  a  well  devi.sed  plan  that 
called  for  one  new  building  each  year,  the  Pauls  set  to  work  to  get  out  their 
ovm  lumber  and  to  do  most  of  the  work  themselves.    In  19 ^■3>  three  of  the  boys 
went  into  the  army  and  the  big  bam  had  to  wait  until  they  came  back.  Now 
they  all  are  back  and  the  construction  is  completed,  ,  They  have  13  Durham  covrs, 
10  young  cattle,  horses,  chickens  and  hogs.    Their  main  crops  are  alfalfa, 
oats  and  barley  and  they  sell  other  commodities  such  as  wood,  cedar  boughs  and 
alfalfa  seed, 

KOLB  COMMENDS  COOPERATION  BETITCEN  FHA  AND  OVR, 

Good,  health  is  a  major  factor  in  successful  farming,  determining  definitely 
the  income  of  farm  people,  says  R.  Frank  Kolb,  State  Director  of  the  Farmers 
Home  Administration.    The  statement  appears  in  the  leading  editorial  in  The 
S outh  Carolina  Vocational  Rehabilitation  News,  published  by  the  State  Department 
of  Education  of  South  Carolina,    Based  on  more  than  ten  years  experience  dealing 
with  low  income  families,  llr.  Kolb  observes  that  the  amount  of  m.oney  that  may 
be  applied  to  debt  repament  is  in  direct  proportion  to  the  physical  v/ell-being 
of  the  farmer  and  his  family. 

Within  the  past  several  months  many  physically  handicapped  borrov/ers  or  m.embers 
of  their  families  have  been  referred  to  the  OVR  field  representatives  by 
Farmers  Home  Administration  workers  in  South  Carolina.    Improvement  in  the 
physical  condition  of  the  low-income  farm  families  resulting  frora  such  referral 
means  a  greater  increase  in  their  productive  capacity. 

ANNUAL  IvffiETING  OF  FHA  BORROVJERS  AT  GREENVILLE,  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Again  this  year  at  Greenville,  South  Carolina,  the  annual  meetings  of  v^hite 
and  Negro  borrowers  were  sponsored  by  the  Greenville  Chamber  of  Comerce,  the 
second  time  this  community  organization  has  interested  itself  in  the  Farmers 
Home  Administration  program.    Including  the  invited  guests,  some  1-40  people 
participated  in  the  meeting. 

Reports  showed  that  every  loan  in  the  county  was  in  good  standing  and  that  many 
borrowers  paid  .off  long  before  tliey  weru  due.    The  Chairman  of  the  Agricultural 
Committee  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  cofiimended  the  borrovrers  for  their  fine 
record.    He  pointed  out  that  the  outstanding  factor  in  the  age  in  vmich  we  are 

living  is  not  altogether  the  production  of  agricultural  products  but,  ".  v/ith 

this  home  ownership  program  you  are  providing  the  m.eans  of  better  education  and 


improved  health  standards  for  your  children, -^who  will  be  the  citizens  of  • 
tomorrow.    Your  community  interest  in  all  civic  matters  will  contribute  toward 
raising  these  standards  still  higher," 

FHA  NBVS  NOTES.         By  Bessie  P.  Hawkins,  Home  Supervisor 

The  Charleston  (Miss. )  Sun  says  that  Robert  and  Mattie  Carter,  Negro  Farmers  ' 
Home  Administration  family,  won  first  place  in  the  county  in  the  'Live-at-Home ' 
competition  in  194-5.    This  year,  altnough  they  could  not  again  enter  the  contest, 
their  record  book  was  sent  to  the  state  and  it  is  a  narrative  of  how  they  lived 
at  home — only  spent  $45  for  food. 

Their  record  for  the  year  consists  in  the  grovfing  of  14  vegetables,  canning 
over  600  quarts.    They  made  1.4  bales  of  cotton,  sold  $188  of  fruits  and  vege- 
tables, $227  worth  of  milk,  eggs  and  chickens  and  raised  enough  com  and  hay 
for  the  farm  livestock. 

The  house  as  well  as  all  out-buildings  has  been  painted  white  and  inside  the 
kitchen  and  dining  room  have  been  completely  transformed  from  plain  to  attractive 
rooms  at-  very  little  cost.    Pretty  curtains  made  of  sacks  and  embroidered  in 
bright  colors,  shelves  painted  white  and  growing  flovfers  in  both  roonLS  contribute 
to  a  beautiful  ihdoors.     Outside  the  garden  is  not  only  filled  mth  zinnias, 
petunias  and  marigolds,  but  Ifettie  has  installed  num.bers  of  porch  boxes. 

There's  a  little  white  church  on  the  oast  of  the  road  nearby.    Robert  and 
Mattie  are  giving  of  their  time  and  some  three  hundred  dollars  this  year  to 
help  in  building  it, 

FARM. LAND  SELLING  AT  50  PERCENT  HIGHER  THAN  VALUE. 

The  Argus  of  CHtosso,  Michigan,  relates  that  in  the  counties  of  Shiawasse  and 
Genesee  land  values  have  risen  so  high  that  under  the  approved  rules  of 
appraisement  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  it  is  impossible  to  extend 
loans  for  the  purchase  of  such  farms.    Many  prospective  long-term  credit  buyers 
cannot  obtain  farms  at  reasonable  estimates  of  earning  capacity.  Appraisers 
have  examined  seven  farms  in  the  past  year  in  preparation  for  farm  ovmership 
loans,  and  found  that  the  value  in  each  case  was  not  more  than  two-thirds  of 
the  price  asked,  .  ,  , 

SOAP  IS  YffiAT  YOU  MAKE  IT . 

In  The  Dakota  Fanner  for  February  is  a  story  which  states  that  a  group  of 
ranch  women  in  Custer  and  Fall  River  Counties,  South  Dakota,  "won't  be  bothered 
with  soap  shortages,  now  that  they  know  how  to  take  a  can  of  lye  and  a  mass  of 
fat,  combine  the  two,  and  have  soap."    Mrs.  Lena  S.  McDowell,  Home  Supervisor, 
has  established  "Soap  Clinics"  after  many  farm  and  ranch  women  requested  her 
help  and  at  a  time  when  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  buy  soap. 

Some  of  the  women  had  difficulty  in  getting  the  necessary  fats  so  Mrs.  McDowell 
secured  a  wide  assortment  of  all  kinds  of  waste  fats  from  restaurants  in  nearby 
towns  and  with  this  nondescript  collection  she  held  demonstrations  in  ranch 
homes  where  over  400  pounds  of  excellent  soap  were  produced. 
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HOGS  PAY  MORTGAGES 

The  Wallaces'  Farmer  and  Iowa  Homestead  for  March  reports  that  there  were 
years  when  hogs  didn't  do  much  towards  pa^dng  off  the  farm  mortgage  but  the 
year  194-6  wasn't  one  of  them,  if  records  kept  by  farm  ormership"  borrowers  of 
the  Farmers  Home  Administration  are  typical  of  Iowa  farms.    In  Clay,  Dickinson 
and  Palo  Alto  Counties,  lov^a,  30  farm  ovmership  borrovrers  had  an  average  total 
income  of  $7,519.    On  this  average  .;';3>097  came  from  hogs. 

The  farms  aver.a^ged  102  crop  acres  each  and  the  average  loan  on  each  farm  made 
between  1938  and  1941  was  $9,691.    In  194-6  hog  income  made  up  41  perct^nt  of 
the  total  farm' income;  dairy' income  was  18  percent;  eggs  and  poultry  13. 4^ 
percent;  cattle  10  percent  and  crop  sales  and  other  income  a.dded  up  lo  17 
percent. 

Supervisor  Robert  Walters  reports  that  30  loans  are  paid  ahead  an  average  of 
five  yearly  payments,"  Increase  in  productivity  on  farm  ovmersiiip- farms  is 
general  over  the  state,  says  H,  L.  Young,  chief  of  farm  ownership  division  of 
Farmers  Home  Administration  in  Iowa,    Success  of  soil  improvement  work  has. 
gone  far  to  do  this  and  better  crops  from  enriched  land,  more  butter fat  per 
cow,  more  eggs  per  hen  are  rewards  for  the  diligent  farmer.    Yet  hogs  r..ade  up 
41  percent  of  the  total  farm  income. 

LAND  IS  FOR  THE  PEOPLE. 

Supervisor  James  F.  Yifilson  is  the  aut*ior  of  a  thiree-part  article  which  has  been 
running  in  the  Shawano  (Wise.)  Farm  Bureau  News.    In  it  he  traces  the  history 
of  rehabilitation  and  federal  assistance  to  low-income  farm  families  from  the 
time  of  Thomas  Jefferson.    The  introduction  to  the  first  chapter  says  "From 
the  time  of  Thomas  Jefferson  down  to  the  present  various  forms  of  lugislation 
have  been  enacted  recognizing  the  principle  that  public  land  sho\ild  go  to  the 
people  and  at  the  same  time  the  f-amily  unit  should  be  safeg-aarded" ,    In  his 
series  of  articles,  supervi,sor  Wilson  devotes  important  sections  to  the  work 
of  the  Farmers  Home  and  its  predecessor  agencies. 


The  May  1946  "FSA  in  the  News"  carried  a  story  from  the  Boston  Globe  concerning 
the  first  FSA  loan -made  to  a  veteran  of  Yyorld  War  II  in- the  State  of 
Massachusetts .    A  series  of  three  articles  in  the  Boston  Herald  bring  the  story 
up  to  date.    They  tell  of  the  further  work  struggles  and  success  of  this  veteran 
and  his  family — Mr*  and  Mrs.  Phillip  W,  Haffcke  of  West  Newbury. .  In  August 
194-5,  the  Haffckes  entered  into  possession  of  their  10-acre  farm  and  at  cnce 
stocked  up  the  farm  with  1,400  laying  hens  and  1,000  baby  chicks;  all  through 
the  fall  and  vrLnter  that  followed  the  Haffckes  were'' up  at  daw.    In  the  evening,- 
after  their  three  children  v/ere  off  to  bed,  they -worked  until  10  o'clock  or 
later  selecting,  candling  and  packing  eggs.    At  that  time  he  was  disposing  of 
150  dozen  eggs  per  week,  but  noy/  vdth  his  tv;o  poultry  barns  for  layers  and  v/ith 
up  to  2,000  hens  he  is  doing  so  much  better  financially  that  he  vrLll  soon  pay 
off  his  P  &  S  loan  as  well  as  make  substantial  payraents  on  his  tenant-purchase 
loan.    He  is  succeeding,  but  only  by  dint  of  hard'v/ork — and  a  vjife  that  is  his 
helpmate  in  every  sense  of  the  word. 
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BRIEFS  FROM  THE  STATES 


ALASKA 

Edward  A,  Herron  in  the  Febmary  number  of  FAMILY  CIRCLE  tells  in  a  chatty  way 
of  the  opportunities  for  pioneers  in  Alaska.    He  warns  that  there  are  many 
things  a  pioneer  should  know  before  heading  for  the  North  country.    A  brief 
resume  is  given  of  the  necessary  steps  to  be'  taken  to  motor  from  Edmonton  to 
Fairbanks  and  a  warning  that  the  2,000  miles  is  a  rather  strenuous  journey. 
After  the  pioneer  arrives — many  of  them  go  into  farming — and  until  the  lean 
years  of  clearing  the  land  and  getting  it  into  production  have  passed,  the 
settler  has  many  opportunities  for  off -farm  work  in  canneries,  in  sawmills, 
driving  trucks  and  in  tourists  lodges.    The  article  says:-  "According  to 
Isaac  Milton  Compton  Anderson,  a  man  with  an  imposing  name  and  a  sympathetic 
attitude  towards  neit  settlers,  a  great  many  farmers  in  Alaska  use  tiieir  farms 
only  for  fairily  subsistence  and  earn  the  greater  part  of  their  income  working 
in  neighboring  towns.    Anderson  is  area  supervisor  for  the  Farmers  Home 
Administration  in  Anchorage  and  he  not  only  knows  the  wonderful  attractions  of 
Alaska,  the  wide  open  spaces,  the  high  mountains,  the  game  and  the  fish,  but 
he  also  knows  the  heartaches  av'^aiting  newcomers." 

ARKANSAS 

"Arkansas  Balanced  Farming  Competition",  a  new  farm  and  home  contest,  has  been 
started  in  Arkansas  through  the  sponsorship  of  the  Arkansas  Press  Association. 
Rules  are  identical  to  those  of  the  ' Plant-to-Prosper '  contest  sponsored  for 
the  past  13  years  by  the  Memphis  Commercial  Appeal  and  contestants  from 
Arkansas  in  the  Balanced  Farming  Competition  will  automatically  be  entered  in 
the  'Plant-to-Prosper'  try-outs. 

GEORGIA 

A  report  from  Gainsville  says  that  seven  farmers  were  awarded  prizes  in  the 
Farmers  Home  Administration  cotton,  corn  and  canning  production  contest  for 
increased  production  during  the  past  year.    Prizes  "vrere  furnished  by  local 
businessmen  in  Hall  and  White  Counties.    Devirey  Dowdy  won  a  McCormick-Decring 
mowing  machine  as  first  prize  in  cotton  raising  and  a  radio  for  his  second  in 
raising  corn.    First  prize  of  1000  baby  chicks  for  raising  corn  went  to  a 
young  Negro,  Greely  Young,  for  raising  71^  bushels  to  the  acre.    Aaron  W. 
Ivey,  of  Murrayville,  won  a  radio  as  second  prize  in  the  cotton  contest,  having 
gathered  1,300  pounds  of  seed  cotton  from  an  acre.    Sponsors  of  the  contest 
state  that  the  yields  wore^ made  under  severe  drouth  conditions. 

KANSAS 

H.  A.  Dressier,  County  supervisor  recently  presided  at  an  -all  day  meeting  of 
a  group  of  fifty  farm  men  and  women  at ■ Burlington,  the  Saint  John  News  reports, 
'Modernizing  the  Farm  Home'  was  the  subject  and  covered  such  subjects  as 
'Running  Water  in  the  Hom.e'  and  'Gas  Heat  in  Farm  Homes.'     One  of  the  ladies 
presented  figures  from  a  survey  that  showed  the  average  farm  woman  walked  62 
miles  each  year  carrying  water  into  and  out  of  the  house  with  a  total  weight 


of  32  tons.    A  farm  woman  present  said  she  had  figured  it  out  that  last  year 
in  carrying  water  from  her  well  she  had  walked  132  miles.    Anotiier  farm  house- 
wife brought  out  the  fact  a  farm  woman -using  coal  stoves  walked  some  15  miles 
carrying  in  six  tons  of  coal  and  taking  out  three  tons  of  ashus. 

MINNESOTA 

The  Stock  and  Dairy  Farmer  of  Duluth  believes  the  FSA  did  a  gr.od  jcb,  Thi.-y 
say-  "Now  consolidated  into  the  Farmers  Home  Administration,  it  is  t^ood  t:.' 
look  at  the  record.    In  Michigan,  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin  la.st^ year>  8,008 
loans  were  made  but  in  the  previous  ten  years  115,000  loans  were  made  to 
families  that  were  not  able  to  get  help  elsewriere.    It  rade  ormors  out  of  aiany 
tenants;  it.. has  planted  seed  that  v/ill.  grev:  and  strengthen  Aiaerica.    3 -■  good- 
bye FSA,  and  go-od  luck,  FHil." 

SOUTH  GAKOLINA 

Since  1939  in  Darlington  County,  one  hundred  family  type  farms  iiave  bt^en 
purchased  and  up  to  date  thirty-one  of  these  one  hundred  families  have  paid 
for  their  homes,  The  South  Carolina  Farmier  reports.    All  except  seven  of  these 
farms  are  still  in  the  names  oi  the  original  FSA  borrowers  and  are  ri  ~ y;  b'.-ing 
operated  by  them.    All  of  these  land  avmer  families  are  living  well,  providing 
adequate  diets  for  their  families,  keeping  their  children  in  school  and,. paying 
their  debts.    The  county  personnel  of  the  Farmers  Hane  jid:ainistrati on  are  all 
anxious  for  land  values,  costs  of  cc~!ns traction,  etc.,  to  return  to  norr^al  so 
that  many  more  worthy  families  can  be  promote-d  from  tenants  to  farm  owners. 


Negro  borrowers  of  the  Farmers  Hcm.e  Adir.inistration  must  diversify  tiicir  farming 
program  in  the  futurt  if  they  expect  to  m^ake  a  high  level  income  and  be  able 
to  meet  their  farm  m.ortgagc  pa;^;mients,  George  B.  leargin,  a  farmer  of  the 
Simipsonville  community  told  a  group  at  their  annual  meeting  at  Philj.is  7jT.eatley 
Center,    Year  gin  said  that  f"'rmcrs  must  realize  thit  they  need  special  training 
just  like  the  doctor  and  the  lavr^er  to  be  successful  and  t/iat  they  tmsl  avail 
themselves  of  the  better  opportunities  offer'..'d  by  the  various  agricultural 
agencies  when  a  cliange  is  made  from  cotton  to  livestock,  poultry,  better  pasture 
and  vegetable  crops . 

Joe  Powell,  a  Negro  farmer  near  Chester  who  for  thirty  3'>jars  -»vas  sharccrcpping 
and  starving,  eight  years  ago  obtained  a  government  farm  ovmership  loan.  Nov/ 
he's  just  made  his  final  payment  on  his  100-acre  farm,  has  a  tnree  bedroom 
modern  house  and  a  herd  of  15  Guernsey  cows.    H.is  farm,  equipment,  modern  Dower 
machinery,  comprises  all  that  is  necessary  to  v/orlc  his  farm.    Last  year  he  if:ade 
$7,000  from  crops  alone,  $740  from  milk  and  from  seed  $800.    The  Southern 
Farmer  named  Joe  "Farmer  of  the  Year".  .  ..  .. 
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■     NOTES  FROM  THE  FIEU 

Group  Contacts  ' 

In  Roane  County,  Tennessee,  a  three  day  G'^nniunity  Life  Conference  was  held 
recently.    Many  Farmers  Home  Administration  workers  in  that  community  tookrpart 
in  the  discussions  and  deliberations. 

On  the  program  Dr.  Aaron  H.  .Raphking  of  Hiv^assee  College,  held  Sunday  morning 
services  and  in  the  afternoon  presided  over  a  special  panel  discussion  that 
concerned  the  program  and  activiti.es  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  in  the 
community.    This  meeting  provided  field  supervisors  a  most  important  contact 
with  rural  leaders.    Agricultural  agencies  and  officials  appearing  on  the 
program  included:    W;  M.  Landess,  Agricultural  Relations  Division,  T»V.A.:  Dr. 
J.  C.  Fly,  County  Health  Officer;  W,  F.  Story,  County  Agent;  J.  F.  Brittain, 
Superintendent  Roane  County  Schools;  Clay  McMurray,  Chairman  County  Committee 
A. A, A.,  and  President  Roane  County  Farm  Bureau;  Miss  Frances  Odom,  Home 
Demonstration  Agent;  Lillian  Stover,  Home  Supervisor  and  H.  D.  Vifattenbarger, 
County  Supervisor, 


To?m.  and  Country  Church  Conference  of  Clergyr:ien  and  lay  people  met  in  East 
Lansing,  Michigan,  the  last  week  in  February  for  a  comprehensive  discussion 
of  the  general  topic"Relation  of  Churches  and  Rural  Agencies  in  Com.munity  Life."  j 
Among  the  30  clergyraen  and  4-0  lay  people  in  attendance  were  several  Mchigan  | 
County  Supervisors 'who  took  part  in  the  discussions  centering  aro^and  the  program 
of  the  Farmers  Home  Adrainistration .    Roswell  Carr,  State  Director,  formally 
addressed  the  meeting  on  the  subject,  "Church  and  the  Disadvantaged  Farmers," 
and  in  the  discussion  that  followed,  h^j  defined  txhe  disadvantaged  farm -family, 
the  difficulties  by  the  churches  in  reaching  them  and  the  common  concerns  of 
the  churches  and  the  Farmers  Home  Adirdnistration. 

The  fact  was  brought  out  that  church  membership  and  attendance  is  higher  vfhen 
farm  ovmership  is  higher  -  also  higher  in  family-type  farm  communities  than 
in  the  big  commercial  farming  area. 


Tillman  Morgan,  formerly  of  the  Little  Rock  office  reports  that  the  Commander 
and  Adjutant  of  AmVets  had  requested  information  on  loans  made  to  veterans  in 
Arkansas.    AmVets  officials  were  especially  interested  in  whether  sufficient  i 
funds  v/ould  be  on  hand  to  supply  veterans'  requests  for  operating  loans  for 
the  rest  of  the  fiscal  year. 

Meetings  "         .  ' 

The  farm  ownership  group  in  Lance  County,  Oregon,  met  recently  in  Eugene  for 
their  a.nnual  meeting  to  discuss  their  results  of  last  year's  farming  and  to 
plan  their  general  agricultural  picture  for  the  coming  year.    During  the 
meeting  a  motion  picture  taken  at  the  Hallie  Carnes  farm  in  Baker,  Oregon,  was 


i 


presented  showing  the  'live-at-home'  program  of  this  borrower.    The  same 
technique  has  been  tried  by  several  other    county  supervisors  in  various  parts 
of  the  country,  all  of  whom  report  that  slides  or  movies  made  on  borrov;2r 
farms  have  proven  excellent  training  media. 


Congressman  Hull  of  the  9th  Wisconsin  district  had  lunch  vriLth  the  district 
folks  not  long  ago  at  their  meeting  at  Chippewa  Falls,  and  then  addressed  them 
informally. 


Service  to  Community 

Last  winter  at  Limon,  Lincoln  County,  Colorado,  creirs  of  five  men  from.  Lowery 
Field  vn.th  several  huge  Army  bull-dozers,  drove  through  the  vast  snowbound 
wastes  north  of  Limon  and  broke  out  the  roads  so  that  thousands  of  snow  bound 
cattle  and  sheep  could  be  fed  and  cared  for.    It  is  hard  to  estimate  the  value 
of  the  work  of  these  men  and  machinery  from  the  Arm.y  base,  because  no  one  knov^s 
Just  what  might  have  happened  if  the  call  for  help  had  gone  unheeded.  County 
Commissioner  Lundy  and  Leonard  Bunch,  in  charge  of  the  Fanners  Home  Aar.iinis- 
tration  office  in  Liirion,  deserve  credit  for  seeing  th-Jc  the  bull-dozers  were 
secured  so  promptly. 


Ralph  Lilly,  C/S  at  Centerville,  'Michigan,  rendered  a  service  to  farmers  in 
five  surrounding  counties  when  he  questioned  the  rates  faruiers  were  paying 
and  the  service  they  were  getting  from  a  mutual  insurance  company.    He  made 
an  exhaustive  study  of  five  of  the  largest  ins'urance  companies  for  the  benefit 
of  the  farmers  and  he  then  explained  his  findings  to  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  insurance  company  in  question  mth  the  result  they  issued' an  entirely 
neY^  policy  and  reduced  their  rates  10  cents  per  hundred.    The  resultant  saving 
to  the  farmers  amounts  to  about  ;|2G,000. 

Mscellaneous 

District  supervisor  B.  K.  Jelmeland  of  Bozem.an,  Montana,  reports  that  in  his 
district  there  is  a  well  developed  plan  for  carrying  oat  a  program  of  com- 
munity contacts  by  supervisors  to  establish  good  commiunity  relationships. 
Several  of  the  important  points  he  cites  follov/s: 

1.  Supervisors  are  encouraged  to  make  regailar,  earnest  contacts  vfith  officers 
of  farm  organizations,  veterans,  editors  and  other  com.munity  leaders, 

2.  The  "leader  letter"  is  a  most  important  contact  which  should  be  foil-owed 
up  every  so  often. 

3.  Proper  use  of  committees  is  very  important  and  they  should  be  st.r^engthened 
by  selection  by  the  supervisor  of  paid  up  borrovrers  to  such  committt;es.  They 
usually  make  very  creditable  comselors. 
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4-..  Farm  tours  have  a  definite  place  in  the  scheme  of  community  relationships. 
FO  county  supervisors  will  be  in  a  better  position  to  conduct  tours,  particu- 
larly where  there  has  been  good  farm  construction  to  show, 

5.    District  supervisors  should  be  ready  to  help  any  supervisor  who  may  need 
it  to  initiate  and  carry  along  a  program  that  will  accomplish  the  main  effort 
of  Farmers  Home  Administration — that  of  helping  as  many  families  as  possible 
who  need  our  help  and  in  such  a  way  that  we  will  be  proud  to  point  out  our 
accomplishments. 


The  State  directors  of  Montana,  Wyoming  and  Colorado,  recognizing  the  necessity 
for  district  supervisors  to  make  definite  plans  to  help  county  supervisors  in 
improving  their  community  relationships,  sent  out  a  memorandum  cutting  three 
simple  ways  of  helping  and  encouraging  county  supervisors.    They  are: 

1.  Increasing  the  number  and  improving  the  quality  of  contacts  made  vdth 
leaders  in  the  community  v^rhere  they  are  working. 

2.  Broadening  the  knowledge  which  each  m.ember  of  our  advisory  committee, 
each  borrower  family,  and  each  agricultural  leader  has, 

3.  Showing  a  greater  number  of  people  outside  the  organization  how  the 
program  looks  in  action. 

With  these  three  simple  ways  of  approach,  district  supervisors  can  show  coimty 
supervisors  how  to  make  friendly  contacts  in  their  community  that  Tfill  go  a' 
long  way  to  dispel  the  general  lack  of  knov^ledge  on  the  part  of  people  as  to 
what  these  problems  on  the  small  farms  are  and  what  is  being  done  to  correct 
them,  ■  „ 


Excerpt  from  a  letter  from  an  Attorney  at  Law  in  Denver  addressed  to  State 

Director  Higbee:-  "  In  times  like  these  when  v/hole  nations  seem  to  be 

tottering,  it  is  indeed  an  inspiration  to  see  an  agency  like  the  Farmers  Home 
Admd_nistration  quietly  and  without  fan-fare  start  families  like  that  of 

  on  the  road  to  an  expanding  future.     It  is  tragedy  that  the  agency 

doesn't  have  the  support  it  deserves  but  it  is  a  triumph  that  it  is  able  to 
accomplish  so  much  with  that  measure  of  support  which  it  does  possess." 


Press 

A  batch  of  clippings  from  P.  M.  Jackson  taken  from  Western  North  Carolina  news- 
papers during  the  month  of  February  showed  mthout  exception  remarka'ble  progress 
among  families  enrolled  in  the  Farm.ers  Home  program.    They  told  of  the  amount  of 
good  pasture  reclaimed  from  worn  out  land,  the  extent  of  the  -'live-at-home'  pro- 
gram through  which  canned  food  of  all  descriptions  filled  the  family'  storeroom, 
of  farm  livestock  which  produced  large  quantities  of  milk  for  family  use,  and 
beeves  and  hogs  that  provided  thousands  of  pounds  of  canned  meat  for  the  winter, 
^  Home  visits  and  dem.onstrations  given  during  the- year -by  ■local  supervisors  were 
of  great  assistance  and  the  splendid  shomng  made  in  all  sections  of  YiTestern 
North  Carolina  testifies  to  their  efforts.    This  material  v>ras  vfritten  by  county 
supervisors  who  merely  told  about  borrower  families  and  their  accomplishments  as 
observed  during  field  visits  or  recorded  in  case  folders. 
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Digest  of  Statement  by  Dillard  B.  Lasseter,  Administrator, 
Before  Agriculture  bub-Committee . of  Senate  Appropriations  Committee 

June  27,  19U7 

Reductions  made  in  funds  to  provide  supervised  credit  to  farmers  unless  restored 
will  deprive  many  low  income  farm  families  of  their  only  source  of  credit  for 
buying  and  successfully  operating  family-type  farms.    Unless  v^re  help  them  no  one 
will.    Our  lending  operations  are  strictly  non-competitive. 

The  elimination  of  direct  farm  ownership  loans  would  seriously  cripple  one  of  the 
Government's  main  efforts  to  preserve  family-type  farms  in  America.    It  would 
prevent  many  tenants  from  becoming  farm  owners.    It  v/ould  nullify  the  benefits 
extended  to  qualified  veterans. 

The  farm  ownership  program  is  definitely  anti-inflationary  —  each  loan  is 
based  on  the  long-tLme  earning  capacity  value  of  the  farm  to  be  purchased  as 
determined  by  a  qualified  appraiser  and  a  well  informed  local  committee.  Loans 
are  not  made  unless  the  appraisal  indicates  triat  they  can  be  repaid.    In  many 
instances  substantial  reductions  ha-^e  been  made  in  the  asking  prices  of  farms 
to  make  such  prices  conform  with  normal  earning  capacity  values  established  by 
federal  appraisers  and  county  committees »    It  is  particularly  important  in 
periods  of  prosperity  that  farm  tenants   and  veterans,  when  able  to  make  sound 
and  properly  safeguarded  purchases,  be  given  the  opportunity  to  buy  farms  and 
take  adx'-antage  of  current  farm  comm.odity  prices. 

The  reduction  of  the  estimate  for  production  and  subsistence  loans  v/ould  deny 
eligible  farmers,  most  of  whom  are  veterans,  the  only  source  of  credit  suitable 
for  the  successful  operations  of  their  farms.    After  meeting  the  minimam  credit 
needs  of  present  borrowers  vifhich  is  necessary  to  protect  the  Government's 
investment,  remaining  funds  would  permit  the  making  of  about  2  loans  per  county. 

In  this  period  of  relatively  high  prices  we  are  insisting  that  borrowers  make 
every  effort  to  pay  advances  made  by  the  Government,    Many  delinquent  accounts 
have  been  brought  to  a  current  condition  or  have  been  liquidated  in  full  as  a 
result  of  our  collection  efforts  during  this  period.    Vifith  proper  servicing  many 
of  the  outstanding  accounts  could  he  collected  in  full  or  in  part  under  present 
economic  conditions  without  undue  hardship  on  the  debtors.    If  sufficient 
personnel  is  available  to  service  these  outstanding  loans  the  percentage  of  loan 
repayments  will  increase  substantially. 

The  amount  of  assistance  borrowers  will  receive  in  planning  their  farming  opera- 
tions and  adopting  improved  practices  also  would  be  curtailed,  further  jeopardiz- 
ing the  Government's  investment. 


U.  3.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Farmers  Home  Administration 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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ARKANSAS  A.MNUAL  REPORT 

J,  Virgil  i'lighfill,  Arkansas  State  Director,  plans  to  issue  a  new  type  of  state 
report.    It  will  be  addressed  to  the  Administrator,  prepared  early  in  «July, 
and  cover  accurately  and  in  detail  the  activities  of  the  Farmers  Home  Admini- 
stration in  Arkansas  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 

Mr.  Highfill  mil  show  such  statistical  information  as  number  of  families  to 
v;hom  loan?  have  been  made,  amount  of  loan,  and  amount  of  repayment.    He  also 
will  include  items  on  progress  made  by  families.    Information  v^ill  be  included 
on  gains  in  dairy  production  through  better  breeding  and  better  pasture  programs, 
amount  and  type  of  soil  conservation  work  in  the  state,  and  improved  family 
living  conditions. 

This  idea  could  be  adapted  by  other  State  Directors,  modifying  or  improving  it 
to  meet  local  conditions  or  needs.    Nationally,  such  a  report  places  in  the 
hands  of  the  Administrator  data  of  value  to  the  entire  Administration.    In  the 
state,  the  annual  report  will  supply  people  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
rural  population  vd.th  actual  details  of  progress  made  by  families  in  solving 
problems  of  tenure,  soil  improvement,  and  family  living, 

HELPING  VETERANd  RETURN  TO  TjM  FARM 

At  a  luncheon  meeting  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  University  of  Misso\ari 
in  Washington,  D^  C,  Paul  V,  Maris,  Director  of  the  Farm  Ownership  Division 
told  of  the  assistance  being  given  to  veterans. 

"The  concern  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration,"  said  Maris,- "is  to  help 
those  veterans  who  need  aid.    So  far  we  have  been  able  to  help  about  [+,000 
to  get  established  on  farms  of  their  own,    I  believe  we  are  doing  a  better 
job  than  we've  ever  done  before,  and  are  improving  it  as  we  go  alonge" 

HOME  EGONQfaCS  riSETING 

Some  3,poO  Home  Economists,  including  approximately  100  Farmers  Home  Admini- 
stration Home  Supervisors,  assembled  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri  June  22-27  for 
the  thirty-eighth  atmual  meeting  of  the  American  Home  Economics  Association. 

Highlights  for  Home  Supervisors  vvere  the  Farmers  Home  Adm-inistration  Department 
meetings  Monday  and  '/Wednesday .    Special  Speakers  for  these  sessions  included 
Mrs.  Lydia  Ann  Lynde,  Specialist  in  Parent  Education,  Extension  Service, 
Washington,  D.  C:  and  Mrs.  Pauline  Park  Y/ilson,  Dean  of  Home  Economics, 
University  of  Georgia.    Miss  Virginia  Lindsey,  County  ^^ome  Management  Super- 
visor of  Oklahoma  gave  an  interesting  presentation  on  time  and  energy  manage- 
ment . 

Farmers  Home  Administration  members  of  the  AHEA  have  for  a  number  of  years 
participated  in  association  activities.    Last  yeai-  at  the  annual  meeting 
held  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  they  organized  as  a  Department  within  the  AHEA. 


-  3  - 


Miss  Sue  Taylor,  Home  Economist  onthe  National  Office  Farmers  Home  Administration 
staff,  is  chairman  of  the  Department  and ' presided  over  the  business  session. 
Miss  iilizabeth  Rivers,  State  Home  Management  Specialist  of  Minnesota  and 
Miss  Mary  Johnson,  State  Hone  Management  Specialist  of  Missouri  presided  over 
the  luncheon  and  program  sessions  on  Wednesday, 

At  these  sessions  job  opportunities  for  home  supervisors  were  discussed.  The 
placement  service  offered  by  AHEA" proved  most  helpful  to  many  of  those  v;ho 
attended  in  making  worthwhile  contacts  regarding  possible  job  openings. 

The  contribution  which  Home  Supervisors  could  take  into  other  lines  of  v;ork 
from  their  background  of  experience  in  developing  and  carrying  out  an  educa- 
tional program  with  low  income  faTiilies  v;as  another  feature  of  the  meeting, 

LAND  PRICES 

By  Fred  Bailey  in  /Washington  Farm  Reporter,  June  17  "Farm  and  lending 

agency  leaders  refuse  to  become  alarmed  about  present  farm  land  prices. 
Farm,  organisation,  government  and  private  lending  agency  officials  talked  the 
matter  over  this  week  with  Agriculture  Secretary  Anderson  and  adopted  a 
rather  mild  warning  against  speculative  bu^'-ing  and  going  too  heavily  into 
debt . , . , » 

"Bankers  and  insurance  com.panies  who,  along  with  private  lenders,  are  making 
75  percent  of  all  farm  loans,  refused  to  tear  their  hair  out.    They  pointed 
out  that  the  farm  debt  has  declined  steadily  since  the  start  of  the  war;  that 
the  financial  position  of  farmers  is  generally  good, 

"Instead  of  the  'specific  program  of  methods  for  discouraging  further  inflation 
in  farm  real  estate  prices  and  unvrise  expansion  of  farm  debts,'  requested  by 
President  Truman,  the  conference  suggested  a  continuation  of  the  ♦educational 
program  to  caution  farmers  against  incurring  heavy  debts,'    A  mild  mannered 
resolution    'recognized  the  unusual  character  of  the  farm  income  and  farm  land 
price  situation'  and  agreed  to  'discourage  borrowing  to  speculate  in  farm  land 
or  borrowing  to  buy  land  at  prices  v;hich  are  not  justified -by  long-term  income 
prospects,'     It  recommended  loans  based  on  appraisal  of  normal  earning  capacity 
of  farms  over  a  long  period  of  ypars  and  called  attention  to  the  'more  rapid 
rise  v/hich  has  occurred  in  the  prices  of  fann  lands  of  low  productivity  and 
.land  which  is  hazardous  for  crop  and  grazing  uses 

EDITORIALS 

FHA  REVIVAL 

Progressive  Farmer  (Georgia  Edition)  April  -  -  -  Alexander  Nunn,  describing  the 
third  annual  paid-out  meeting  of  Georgians  who  Y/ere  using  the  services  of 
the  Farmers  Home  Administration  in  the  purchase  of  their  farms,  said — "Attending 
one  of  the  annual  Georgia  dinners  for  borrowers  from  the  FHA  who  have  paid 
out  in  full  is  very  much  like  getting  religion  at  a  revival.    The  most  recent 
one  honored  202  families  who  paid  out  in  I946.    The  stories  of  dogged  deter- 
mination and    perseverence  to  get  ahead  in  spite  of  troubles  and  set-backs  and 
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handicaps  that  nearly  200  men  can  tell  who  have  been  wage  hands  and  croppers 
and  renters — and  are  now  full  owners — is  sonietha.ng  to  stir  you  and  give  you 
new  faith  in  the  future  of  this  country." 

FAR?.!  POLICY 

Pes  Moines  (Iowa)  Register,  May  29  "  .The  committee  said  land  prices 

were  too  high  for  inany  farmers  to  purchase  farms  now.    To  this  t.q  agree.  How- 
ever, this  is  a  matter  of  administrative  policy, ,., ,The  FM  has  a  good  record, 
Fevj-  loans  have  been  made  during  the  land  boom — and  only  on  farms  carefully 
appraised  for  long-time  earning  power.    In  Iowa,  only  2$  loans  have  been 
made  this  year — on  farms  appraised  on  the  basis  of  $7  hogs  and  60  cent  corn  I 
So  FHA  has  been  clciarly  conservative. 

"Repayments  of  FpiA.  loans  have  been  heavy  during  recent  years,  moreover.  Last 
year  the  Iowa  office  collected  ^^1,U16,000,  though  only  $300,000  was  required 
by  the  terms  of  the  loans  1    i'^any  low-income,  non-commercial  farmers  have 
gained  little  from  the  general  farm  prosperity.    Even  in  boom  times  they  need 
government  help  and  guidance  to  get  on  their  feet.    This  is  a  job  of  the  FHA, 
Crippling  it  cannot  be  justified  on  the  basis  of  economy,,,,," 

AGRICULTURE  IS  PEOPLE 

Boston  (Mass.)  Christian  Science  Monitor,  June  3   "Two  of  the  most 

significant  developments  in  the  whole  history  of  agriculture  in  the  United 
States  from  1933  to  19U2  were  the  system  of  FSA  loans  to  disadvantaged  farm 
families  to  enable  them  to  become  more  productive,  and  the  FSA  system  of  loans 
to  tenants  to  enable  than  to  buy  family-size  farms,,,,," 

"In  spite  of  the  newness  of  these  two  programs,  they  are  already  highly 
successful.    Agriculture  is  people  as  T/ell  as  crops,  and  livestock." 

RADIO 

One  of  the  most  interesting  stories  coming  to  the  National  office  for  some 
time  is  reported  by  the  Ohio  State  office.    In  Hancock  County  a  young  couple — ■ 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  ELmer  Jameson — in  1939  had  a  net  worth  of  $300  and  a  strong 
desire  to  settle  on  a  small  f?jrm  of  their  own»    They  tried  to  obtain  a  loan 
to  operate -and  develop  a  farm  and  were  refused.    So  they  began  as  sharecroppers, 
A  couple  of  years  later,  when  they  were  still  struggling  along  but  making 
almost  no  progress,  they  applied  to  the  Farmers  Home  (j^dministration.  From 
this  agency/  they  borrov^ed  enough  to  hxxir  their  farm  and  some  farm  necessities, 
including  livestock.    Along  vdth  their  credit  v/ent  helpful  guidance  in  good 
farm  practices. 

In  I9U7  they  were  proclaimed  mmiers  of  the  "Best  Ohio  Farm"  contest.  Today 
their  net  worth  is  $18,000  and  by  fall  they  expect  to  finish  paying  off  their 
ijO-year  Farm  Ownership  loan  3U  years  ahead  of  time. 
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That's  thair  story  in  briefc    Becaijise  of  their  outstandii^ig  record  it  vras  used 
by  five  different  radio  stations,  by  four  daily  ne-wspapers  for  full-length 
features,  and  by  four  agricultural  magazines — those  of  the  Grange  and  Farm 
Bureau,  Ohio  Farmer,  and  Dairy  Farmer,    beveral  groups  held  special  meetings 
to  honor  the  Jamesons, 

Excerpt  from  a  talk  given  by  Mr.  Fred  B.  Hoffman,  Supervisor  of  the  Farmers 
Home  Administration,  over  radio  broadcasting  station  WIAM,  I^ferinette, 
Wisconsin. 

Xhe  fact  that  so  large  a  percentage  of  farm  income  in  this  area  is  derived 
from  dairy  products  prompted  the  supervisor  to  develop  a  chart  showing  farm 
operating  costs  and  family  livin^^  expenses  expressed  in  terms  of  cow  income^ 
For  instance,  it  required  the  income  from  the  production  of  t^/o  covvs  to  pay  for 
power  and  transportation  required  to  operate  the  average  farm  in  this  groupe 
The  production  of  one  and  one-half  cows  was  spent  for  feed.    Two  cows  were  fed 
and  cared  for  to  produce  the  incone  required  to  pay  for  taxes,  insurance, 
building  up-keep,  fencing  etc.,  and      the  income  from  aie  cow  was  spent  for 
seed  and  fertilizers. 

"In  terms  of  cow  income,  food  purchased  required  two  cows  to  produce.  Clothing 
account  for  ,7  of  the  income  from  one  cov;,  v/hile  expenditures  for  health  came 
to  I  the  Income  of  one  cow.    Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  at  least  10  co?v's  were 
required  to  operate  the  average  farm  and  pay  cash  living  expenses ,  o ... ." 

FROM  THE  MSV/S  COLUMNS 


In  Cupey  Alto,  a  rural  section  of  Rio  Piedras^  -^uerto  Rico,  Paulino  Rivera 
Lopez  now  owns  a  l6  acre  farm,  a  furnished  house,  a  team  of  oxen  and  a  cow^ 
Mot  so  long  ago  he  and  his  family  r^ere  sharecroppers. 

The  oldest  daughter.,  Pepa,  a  member  of  the  I+-H  Club,  fui-nished  the  house,  With 
the  help  of  the  Agent  of  the  Extension  Service,  the  Home  Management  Supervisor 
of  Farmers  Home  Administration,  and  iier  father  v;ho  knew  something  of  carpentry, 
she  learned  to  make  use  of  v/ooden  boxes,  barrels  and  lumber.     Large  barrels 
were  fixed  to  serve  as  tables  and  small  ones  as  chairs.    iVooden  boxes  covered 
with  appropriate  material  were  used  as  chairs  in  the  living  room  and  v;ith  the 
Imiber  the  necessary  beds  and  other  needed  furniture  v/as  made. 


The  Shawano  County  Farm  Bureau  Ne'//s,  told  of  the  progress  '.''/isconsin  farm 
families  have  made  on  the  agriculuural  ladder  through  legislation  aimed  to 
encourage  the  orming  and  operation  of  famil^^  type  farms.    The  three-part 
article  tells  of  the  depleted  condition  of  farms  in  the  early  '30s  'where 
tenant  farmers  had  robbed  the  soil  in  order  to  extract  the  last  dollar;  of 
the  action  of  Congress,  through  the  Farmers  Home  Administration,  to  imorove 
the  status  of  families  on  the  land;  and  of  hov;  thousands  of  them  all  over  the 
country  have  v/elcomed  this  opportunity  and  seized  upon  the  program  to  become 
owners  of  family  sized  farms. 
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During  the  tv/elve  years  the  old  FSA  helped  the  farmers  of  Wisconsin,  more  than 
1;5,000  families  have  had    financial  assistance — nearly  one-fourth  of  all  farm 
families  in  the  State — and  they  were  loaned  $26,000,000,    Of  this  sum 
$19,000,000  has  already  been  paid  back  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
much  of  this  being  pre-paymenbs .    The  writer  of  this  article  comments  that 
dollars  and  cents  should  not  be  the  only  yard-stick  used  to  evaluate  the 
benefits  derived  by  farm  families  from  the  loaning  program  of  the  F¥A.  The 
number  of  children  able  to  attend  school  because  parents  could  stay  on  the 
farm;  churches  supported  by  these  same  parents  and  the  community  interests 
they  helped  to  establish;  improved  standards  of  living  and  better  health  for 
all  in  the  family — these  are  the  intahgibles  that  must  also  be  evaluated  to 
fully  appreciate  what  are  th3  lasting  benefits  derived  from  FHA., 

It's  something  to  be  years  ahead  of  schedule  in  the  payments  that  add  up  to 
farm  ownership.    The  story  of  the  Oakes  family  in  LeFlore  County,  Mississippi, 
as  told  in  the  Progressive  Farmer  explains  in  brief  how  this  family,  employing 
the  services  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  was  able  in  six  years  and  from 
small  beginnings,  to  achieve  real  security.    Mr.  and  Mrs,  D.  C.  Oakes  at  the 
time  they  moved  into  their  home  had  only  a  pair  of  mules,  a  few  -worn  out  plov;s 
and  other  tools, — but  they  had  the  will  to  dOg    After  securing  a  loan  they 
adopted  a  long  range  plan  and  'dug  in'  to  make  their  farm  pay. 

To  speed  up  their  vifork  Oakes  and  seven  of  his  neighbors  jointly  bbrro?/ed  money 
to  buy  a  tractor  and  other  farm  implements  to  go  v^ith  it,  and  then  used  them 
on  a  share  basis.    The  Oakes  family,  now  that  they  are  well  on  their  way  to 
ownership  of  their  farm,  have  a  feeling  of  real  security  for  the  first  time 
in  their  lives.    He  believes  the  Farmers  Home  Administration's  plan  for  small 
farmers  to  buy  their  ovm  homes  and  farms  is  one  of  the  best  things  that  ever 
happened , 

Cam  Cook  and  his  v/ife.  Avis,  have  a  plan.    It  has  brought  these  Farmers  Home 
borrowers  from  tenant  farmers  to  debt-free  ovmers  in  eight  years,  and  now  has 
North  Carolina  farmers  and  State  college  experts  beating  a  path  to  their  Union 
county  farmhouse,  says  the  Charlotte  (N.  C.)  Observer. 

"I  can  tell  you  what  I  expect  to  do  on  every  piece  of  ground  for  the  next  five 
years,"  said  }Jbc .  Cook> 

He  has  built  his  land  from  lov/  to  high  productivity  by  keeping  water  from 
running  off,  capturing  it  in  a  cover-crop  "blotter"  in  winter  and  in  a  "sponge" 
made  of  the  chopped  up  cover  crop  in  summer.    Terraces  helped,  but  one  of 
these  days  he  may  be  able  to  level  off  his  terraces — after  he  has  filled  his 
acres  full  of  organic  matter  and  executed  other  parts  of  his  soil  conservation 
plan  for  controlling  water. 

So  successful  has  Cam  Cook  been,  both  from  the  standpoint  of  restoring  the 
soil  and.  of  economic  returns  to  himself  and  family,  that  he  has  received 
letters  from  ijtate  agricultural  experts  in  Raleigh  lauding  him  for  being 
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a  guiding  light  in  his  section  of  Union  County.  Recently  hs  was  invited  to 
speak  to  a  class  of  G  I's  taking  on-the-job  agriculture  training.  He  spoke 
on  growing  and  narketing  hybrid  corn. 

While  theirs  is  largely  a  story  of  reclamation  and  rastorationj  it  is  also  a 
storj-  of  putting  eggs  in  many  baskets.    Thiree  cows  feeding  on  pasture  that  has 
been  linied,  fertilized  and  sovm  to  clover  and  grass  fill  an  eight-gallon  pail 
of  :nilk  for  the  pickup  route  truck  dai.ly,  and  leave  two  gallon  for  the  family* 
Two  hundred  and  fifty  laying  hens,  yielding  up  to  100  dozen  eggs  a  week,  are 
the 'only  "crop"  for  which  feed  is  bought — and  for  them  only  a  little  laying 
mash  to  supplement  the  home-grown  grain. 

Over  a  year  ago  this  digest  told  the  story  of  twenty-four -year  old  Michael 
Busyczak,  the  young  bomber  co-pilot  from  up-state  Mew  York  who  became  the  first 
veteran  in  that  State  to  obtain  a  fann  through  a  loan  from  the  Farm  Security 
Administration.    Since  that  time  'J-Iike'  has  pitched  right  in  and  has  steered 
his  course  by  a  well  devised  plan  c.nd  built  up  his  farm  operations. 

"YAiat  are  Mike's  chances?",  an  article  in  the  y/oman's  Press,  official  organ 
of  th3  Y'lfCA,  asks.    It  then  answers  the  question  by  tolling  of  the  techniques 
and  s:^.feguards  devised  by  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  to  protect  vsterans. 
Because  the  plans  are  specific,  they  stop  most  uneconomic  operations  at  the 
outset.    i/Yith  a  plan,  a  veteran  will  not  need  to  buy  feed  late  in  the  season 
because  lie  has  run  out.    He  will  anticipate  his  entire  need  before  planting 
time,  and  grow  enough  to  carry  his  livestock  through  until  they  can  be  turned 
out  to  pasture.    That  is  the  way  the  plans  affect  every  aspect  of  the  farm 
and  home  perfonnance — they  correct  those  faults  which  might  lead  to  failure. 

Special  work  is  also  done  to  strengthen  the  tenure  of  veterans  and  other 
borrowers  who  are  renting  farms;  tu  help  families  build  \ip  the  soil  and  prevent 
erosion;  to  obtain  the  tools  needed  to  carry  on  efficient  farmings  These 
help  to  prevent  the  things  that  in  the  past  have  --contributed  to  farm  families' 
failure , 

Still  another  safeguard  is  FH/l's  use  of  county  committees  to  lend  experience 
and  judgment  to  the  operation  of  the  program  in  their  vicinity.    They  deter- 
mine applicant's  eligibility  for  loans,  review  borrowers'  progress,  and 
certify  as  to  the  value  of  farms  for  which  farm  ov/nership  loans  are  to  be 
made.    Their  knowledge  of  past  and  present  farming  conditions  in  their  locality 
is  invaluable  in  helping  veterans  to  f-et  off  on  the  right  foot. 

mira?5  mm  Tm  sta  tes 

The  State  office  is  currently  engaged  in  arranging  tours  to  experiment  stations 
for  selected  borrowers  interested  in  some  special  program  such  as  hog  raising, 
dairying  or  other  operations.    Visits  are  being  arranged  to  go  to  market 
centers,  some  of  these  visits  being  sponsored  jointly  by  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  banking  groups  and  agricultural  interests.   July  1,  a  plan  will  go 


into  effect  .for  qounty  cofimit'tee.--V6rnmu^^  leader  l\inche"ong,  with  invitations 
extended  to  members  of ''Congress  to  attend,  „  •  ■  " 


From  a  report  given  at -the  Rural' Church  and  Rural  Life ' Institute  at  Miles 
Memorial' College,  .Birmingham,    "A  vtotal  of  1,200  ; Alabama  Negro' families  have 
become  farm  owners  .through  the  'j'arm' Security  program  (now  Farmers  Home  Admini- 
stration) „    Of  this  number  7^9;  purchased  farms  through  loans  under  the  Bank- 
head-Jones  Act  and  U 71  bought '  farms  from  banks-,,  insurance  companies  and  other 
sources  after  they  had  received  training  for  the  responsibilities  of  owner- 
ship in  the  FSA  program," 

C.  T.  Cash,  supervisor  for  Morgan  County,  reports  that  more  than  100  former 
tenant  farmers  have  become  land  owners  in  Morgan  County  under  the  proyisions  . 
of  the  Bankhead-Jones  Farm  Tenant  Act,    Jitr,  Cash  says  the  average  farm  con- 
tains 80  acres  with  5O  in  crops.    Since  the  start  of  the  program  in  1937  the 
average  loan  per  farm  has  been  about  $1^,500  with  a- total  investment  of  nearly  ■ 
$500,000  in  the  county  by  ne\v  land  ov/ners  of  family  type  farms.    In.  I9I46 
maturities  reported  due  on  loans  amounted  to  $17,351  and  the  actual  collections- 
were  $5U,101,  or  311  percent  of  maturities,  . 


In  Marshall  County,  97  Farm  Ovmership  borro?/ers  had  an  average  income  last  year 
of  almost  $2,000  per  family,  a  quarter  of  v/hich  was  applied  on  their  mortgages. 
These  Marshall  county  folks  canned  more  food  per  family  than  those  in  any  other 
county  in  Alabama,  a  record  iviarshall  County  has  held  for  the  past  ten  years.- 

ARKANSAS 

The  "Farm  Family  of  the  Year"  contest  sponsored  by  the  Farmers  Home  Administra- 
tion in  Arkansas  was  won  by  l(tr.  and  Mrs*  Ernest  B.  Coker  of  Hoxie,  over  some 
12,000  families  participating  in  this  state-wide  contest.    In  I9I4O  the  Cokers 
obtained  a  loan  to  finance  the  purchase  of  their  80-acre  farm  near  Hoxie,  They 
have  since  erected  new  buildings  and  with  other  repairs  have  kept  their  farm 
in  excellent  condition.    Last  year  their  farm  income  showed  a  wide  diversifi- 
cation.   Aside  from  cotton,  they  cashed  in  on  potatoes,  corn,  fruit,  seed, 
peas,  dairy  products,  eggs,  poultry,  hogs  and  cattle, 

OTA      •    '•  ' "  ' 

In  loiyva,  plans  were  arranged  for  a  "pasture  day"  in  June,    Some  200  families 
who  are  using  the  facilities  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  in  buying  their 
farms  and  homes  studied  planting  and  production  methods  ori  &  $00-ac)re  model 
farm. 
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IvilCHIGAN 

At  a  recent  conference  held  in  Detroit  by  the  Viorkor's  Educational  Service 
of  the 'University  of  Michi  ^an  Extension,  Roswell  Carr,  State  Director  of  the 
Farmers  Home  Administration  spoke  on  'Agricultural  Abundance — ^A  Problem  or 
a  Promise',  afterv;ards  taking  part  in  the  discussion  of  related  problems, 

IfflNNESOTA 

Associate  Editor  Alfred  D.  Stedman,  of  the  St,  Paul  Pioneer  Press,  has  started 
a  new  feature  called  "Farmer  of  the  VJeek",    In  a  letter  to  USDA  he  says:  - 
"My  aim  is  to  -write  each  week  about  some  one  person  vriio  is  performing  some 
extraordinary  useful  and  interesting  service  for  agriculture  some\vhere  in  the 
world.    The  definition  'farmer'  can  be  very  broad  but  the  individual  sho\ild  have 
been  born  on  a  farm  or  lived  or  v^orked  on  one  at  some  time,  although  his  pres- 
fkjxt  service  may  not  be  actual  farming,,..,!  want  to  get  some  people  whose 
stories  are  not  generally  known,  and  whose  work  is  interesting  and  informative 
to  the  public.    I  v;culd  like  to  have  photographs  mth  biographical  information." 

What  about  it,  you  people  in  the  states  near  to  Minnesota?    Here's  a  good 
chance  for  families  v/ith  outstanding  records  to  get  recognition, 

iVilSSQURI 

The  large  number  of  loans  to  veterans  in  Howard  County,  has  come  about 
largely  through  the  personal  contacts  established  by  supervisor  Michael 
Spelman  and  his  Count;;-  Committee.    They  have  just  closed  15  farm  ov/norship  and 
A8  production  and  subsistence  loans .    While  i-b  is  too  early  to  determine  the 
degree  of  success  these  veterans  vrill  achieve,  at  the  moment  they  are  all 
carrying  on  their  operations  most  successfully. 

NEBRASKA 

The  National  Methodist  Rural  Life  Conference  -will  be  held  at  Lincoln,  on 
July  29-31.    Attending  this  national  conference  to.11  be  delegates  represent- 
ing Methodist  Conferences  from  every  part  of  the  United  States. 

mi  YORK 

In  a  recent  letter  to  the  Administrator,  State  Director  R.  Tylur  Space  of 
New  York  says — ",,,,, In  making  personal  contacts  I  have  found  that  the 
majority  of  people  look  at  o\ir  appropriations  the  same  as  those  that  are 
made  to  other  branches  of  the  USDA  -without  considering  the  large  percentage 
of  funds  that  go  back  to  Treasury  in  the  form  of  repajTnents .    IJone  of  those 
contacted  realized  that  the  interest  collected  on  our  loans  was  sufficient 
to  meet  the  administrative  expenses  mthin  the  state.,,,, 

"I  realize  that  there  has  been  emphasis  placed  on  the  amount  collected  on  our 
loans  each  year,  but  somehow  the  public  is  slow  to  grasp  the  fact  this  money 
actually  returns  to  Treasury  and  is  not  '-ivater  over  the  dam'  each  year  like  so 
many  other  appropriations," 
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PUERTO  RICO 

A  feYiT  vreeks  ago  a  delegation  of  Brazilian  agronomists,  accredited  from  the 
Minister  of  Agric-ulture  of  that  country,  visited  Puerto  Rico  to  obtain,  among 
other  things,  information  as  to  the  -way  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  func- 
tions there.    Assistant  Director  Yfillis  J.  Carter  and  some  other  Puerto  Rican 
officials  took  charge  of  them  and  after  visiting  some  of  the  farms,  the  group 
sat  dovm  to  discuss  the  set-up  of  the  organization  as  a  whole.    The  visitors 
obtained  the  information  they  really  wanted  although  the  discussion  vras 
carried  on  in  English,  Spanish  and  Portuguese^    Carter  found  himself  presiding 
without  the  help  of  interpreters.    Often  one  man  to  make  his  point  vv'oiild  resort 
to  all  three  languages. 

SOUTH  DAKOTA 

Ellen  E,  Gill,  Home  Supervisor  in  Clay  County,  reports:-  "A  farm  visit  T/as 
made  to  the  farm  of  a  borrower  in  Clay  County  whose  home  burned  to  the  ground 
on  one  of  the  coldest,  stormiest  afternoons  we  have  had.    Very  little  was 
saved  except  one  armful  of  the  girls'  clothing,  two  beds,  some  bedding,  cream 
separator  and  their  old  sewing  machine .... ^At  the  present  time  they  are  living 
in  a  borrowed  brooder  house  and  a  small  garage.    Neighbors  have  been  very 
kind.,.,oand  leaned  them,,ronequipment,    A  basement  is  being  excavated  and 
a  house  nearby  will  be  moved  on  the  farm„    I  left  a  very  happy  family  with 
the  prospect  of  a  house  and  funds  released  for  the  purchase  of  necessary  house- 
hold equipment  and  clothing," 

UTAH 

E,  Baline  Blackett,  FHA  Super\dsor  at  Price,  Utah,  tells  how  an  entire  family 
pitched  in  and  built  a  successful  larm*    When  the  first  loan  v/as  made  to 
Mr.  and  Ik-s  .  Philip  E,  Carhart,  they  were  living  in  a  dug-out  covered  with 
cedar  poles  and  earth,  mth  only  a  few  boards  on  the  floor  to  wall'C,  They 
have  since  built  a  comfortable  cinder  block  house  and  settled  down  to  develop 
a  real  ' family  type  farm, ' 

Part  of  the  land  is  operated  by  a  son-in-lavr  of  Carhart  and  a  present  Farmers 
Home  Administration  borrower.    Another  part  is  operated  by  a  son  recently 
returned  from  service  xrith  the  Navy,    There  is  another  son,  Ross,  attending 
High  School  in  Monticello  who  receives  a  certain  amount  of  the  crop  for  his 
summer's  I'j-ork, 

VflSCONSIN 

A  large  number  of  upper  grade  pupils  of  the  La  Crosse  County  rural  schools  and 
their  teachers,  through  arrangements  made* by  government  agencies  and  the  super- 
intendent of  schools,  visited  sevei^l  farms  for  "on  the  field  instruction"  in 
soil  conservation. 

\ 

Australia  has  given  us  another  of  its  good  looking  girls  in  the  person  of  Mrs,  ■.  ■> 
Gwendoline  McGregor  Wild  of  Blanchardville,  Wisconsin.    She  is  the  vjife  of  ex-QI 
Gilbert  Wild,  vrho  spent       months  overseas  and  who  nov/  lives  Y/ith  his  wife  and 
their  tyro-year  old  son  back  on  the  farm.    }Srs^  Wild  came  from  Sydney,  Australia, 
not  long  ago  to  join  her  husband,  and  altho'  it  is  her  first  experience,  she 
likes  life  on  the  farm^.    She  helps  her  husband  with  his  v/ork  and  operates  their 
tractor.    Wild  obtained  a  production  loan  through  the  Farmers  Home  Administration. 
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THa  PRfcSIDh.NT  RECEIVES  STATE  DIRECTORS 

All  State  Directors  and  Field  Representatives  were  received  at  the  White 
House  by  the  President  on  the  last  day  of  the  recent  national  planning 
conference . 

RADIO 

On  September  6,  Administrator  Lasseter 
was  interviewed  on  the  National  Farm 
and  Home  Hour  of  NBC.    He  discussed 
future  plans  of  the  Agency  and  answered 
questions  regardin.'?;  all  major  phases  of 
the  program, 

YilASFINGTCN  COKTEPJ^NCE  OF  STATE  DIP-ECTORS 

State  Directors  of  the  Farmers  Home  Adr.ini  strati  on  met  in  V/ashington 
August  11  -  15  to  plan  with  ths  National  Staff  activities  for  the  coming 

year  Addressing  the  groip  on  the  last  day  was  Acting  Secretary  of 

Agriculture,  Charles  F.  Brannan,  who  urged  the  Lirectors  to  think  of  the 
problems  of  a  long  range  agricultural  program  and  to  submit  their  solutions 
to  the  Department  fcr  consideration  The  conference  was  a  great  suc- 
cess, according  to  the  Administrator,  who  said  during  the  closing  session 

of  the  meeting  "It  has  been  one  of  the  bast  managed  conferences  I  have 

ever  attended  and  from  its  sessions  vri.ll  come  much  of  lasting  good  to  our 
organization." 


U,  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Farmers  Home  Administration 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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AGENCY  RELATIONSHIPS 
ARKANSAS  CFi.RTS  COOraRATION  Y/ITH  SCS. 

One  of  the  newest  working  agreements  between  the  Farmers  Hocfe  Administra- 
tion and  Soil  Conservation  was  recently  completed  in  Arkansas.    A  digest 
of  the  working  procedure  and  policy  follows: 

Farmers  Home  Administration  workers  will: 

1.  Encourage  borrov\fers  to  use  all  technical  service,  labor,  equip- 
ment and  materials  made  available  to  them  under  farmer-district 
agreements . 

2.  Tilhenever  possible  secure  applications  for  Soil  Conservation 
District  assistance  on  farms  of  all  borrowers  prior  to  the  devel- 
opment of  a  farm  and  home  plan. 

3.  Assist  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  and  the  farmer  in  ftiaking 
the  Soil  Conservation  plan. 

4..    Ifeke  the  conservation  plan  part  of  the  long  tim.e  farm  and  home 
plan. 

5.  Consistent  with  sound  credit  practice  based  on  farm  and  home 
plans,  make  funds  available  vathin  prescribed  authorizations 
and  regulations  to  permit  borrowers  to  accomplish  recommended 
and  planned  soil  and  water  conservation  practices  on  their  farms.. 

6.  Encourage,  supervise  and  assist  borrov/ers  in  applying  and  main- 
taining planned  s  oil  a  nd  water  conservation  practices, 

7.  Take  advantage  of  all  training  and  information  offered  by  Soil 
Conservation  Service  staff  to  insure  efficient  and  rapid  applica- 
tion of  needed  conservation  practices  on  borrovifer  farms. 


The  Soil  Conservation  Service  will  assist  in  the  following  ways: 

1,  Provide  technical  services,  labor,  equipment,  and  materials  as 
available  and  in  accordance  with  the  farmer-district  agreement, 

2,  Plan  farms  with  the  assistance  of  the  borrower  and  supervisor. 

3,  Review  from  time  to  time  with  the  FHA  staff  the  farm  plans  of 
cooperator-FJ3>^  borrowers  to  see  that  soil  and  water  conservation 
practices  are  being  carried  out  correctly. 

4..    Furnish  a  copy  of  the  farmer-district  agreements  and  amendments 
thereto  including  the  farm  plan  m.ap,  the  plan  of  conservation 
operation,  and  Form  SCS  I96  to  the  Farmers  Home  Administration, 
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Provide  FHA  staff  with  information  and  training  that  will  enable 
them  to  supervise  the  application    and  maintenance  of  conservation 
practices. 

Provide  FH/x  committeemen  vath  inform^ation  and  training  tliat  will 
enable  them  to  understand  all  services  available r 

Encourage  district  cooperators  to  usr  group  type  loans  for  secur- 
ing equipment  and  material  to  carry  out  a  complete  soil  conserva- 
tion program  where  such  facilities  are  needed, 

RELATIONSHIPS  MTIi  OREGON  AND  WASHINGTON  AGENCIES 

Writes  Vi,alter  A,  Duffy,  State  Eirector  for  Oregon  and  WasVdngton:  ~ 
"Within  the  last  60  days  we  have  met  upon  request  with  both  American  Legion 
and  the  Veterans  of  I*breign  Yvars  groups  in  Oregon  and  Viashington;  with 
Grange,  Farm  Bureaus  and  Farmers  Union  Leaders  and  with  National  Council  of 
Churches  representatives.    An  intense  interest  in  the  Farmers  Home  Adminis- 
tration program  and  particularly  our  work  with  veterans  was  indicated  by 
each  group.    I  was  asked  to  speak  before  the  Oregon  State  Convention  of  the 
Disabled  Am^erican  Veterans  and  was  ple'ised  at  the  intf-'^rest  and  support  evi- 
denced there  for  the  FWi. 

"A  representative  from,  the  State  Office  has  attended  the  monthly  State  USDA 
Council  meetings  for  both  Washington  and  Oregon^  .  Vfe  feel  that  these  have 
been  very  beneficial  in  not  only  fostering  clos.er  relationships  with  other 
farm  agencies  but  in  the  opoortunities  to  give  the  agency  heads  first-hand, 
report?  on  .the  program  and  its  activities ,    Sirrdlarly,  our  field  people  and' 
Field  Representatives  are  making  it  a  point  to-  attend  and  participate  in 
Extension  Service  and  Experiment  Station  demonstration  tours  and  field  days' 
to  assure  the  closest  cooperation  with  the  E:ctension  Service  at  county 
levels c    We  also  are  cooperating  closely  with  the  farm  training  programs  of 
the  I'eterans  Administration  and  I  am  a  member  of  the  State  Veterans'"  Farm 
Training  Comm.ittee,  set  up  to  coordinate  this  work." 


T^j^A.  HELPS  WITH  Fkm  i-.ND  HOiE  INSTALLi-.TIONS . 

Recently  Hcnrj'-  D,  I'vattenbarger ,  supervisor  for  Jv organ  and  Roane  Counties, 
Tennessee,  needed  to  bring  electric  power  to  the  farm,s  of  nine  bo-^rowers. 

Enlisting  the  cooperation  of  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority  and  the  techni- 
cal skill  of  Mrs,  Beula  Harris,  hom.e  economist  of  the  power  departm.ent,  he 
arranged  for  meetings  to  be  held  in  both  counties  at  which  Virs.  Karris  con- 
ducted discussions  on  how  to  adequatel^A  vdre  a  modern  house. 


5. 
7. 
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The  morning  of  both  days  was  given  to  a  group,  discussion  on  wiring  the 
home  J  the  proper  order  in  which  to  buy  applian-ces  and  points  to  look  for 
in  buying  each.    The  afternoon  of  each  day  was  given  to  visiting  individu- 
al families  3  drawing  v>;iring  diagrams  and  giving  suggestions  on  their  individ- 
ual needs  and  problems, 

A  miniature  house  which  illustrated  meter,  STrf.tch  box,  groijnd  wire,  fuses,;' 
convenience  outlets^  wall  switches  and  juncture  box  installations  v/as  illus- 
trated to  each  family  visited.    An  actual  plan  for  all  wiring  installations 
for  two  FHP.  homes  was  prepared  and  left  with  the  families  o 

¥jc,  Y\iattenbarger,  in  ackno'vvledging  her  help,  wrote  Mrs,  Karris;     ''Viie  would 
like  to  thank  you  and  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority.    Your  work  was  very 
worthwhile  to  us,  as  Supervisors,  and  to  the  families    which  we  reached, 
Vtfith  the  knowledge  we  secured  from  your  worV,  we  think  we  can  no-vV  properly 
advise  families  on  safe  and  adequate  v.iring  of  their  farm  buildings  and  the 
points  to  look  for  in  buying  equipment  c'' 


RELATIONSHIP  OF  TIE  CHURCH  iJlTH  RURAL  LIFE. 


At  Lincoln,  Nebraska^  on  July  29-31,  a  National  Methodist  Rural  Life  Con- 
ference was  called  by  the  Council  of  PJishops  in  cooiDuration  with  the  General 
Boards  of  the  Church, 

"The  future  of  the  Church  in  the  rural  secti'ns  of  America  is  increasingly/ 
a  matter  of  common  concern",  says  a  preliminarj^  report,     "The  Health  and 
stability  of  our  national  life  are  largely  dept.  ndont  upon  an  economically 
sound  and  m.orally  wholesome  agricultural  foundation,     n'ith  a    large  portion 
of  its  members  living  in  the  open  country'"  and  in  towns  less  than  10,000,  it 
is  natural  that  the  Methodist  Church  should  recognise  its  responsibility  to 
minister  to  the  spiritual  needs  of  this  basically  important  element  of  our 
people  , 

"As  a  means  of  focusing  the  attention  of  our  entire  Church  upon  this  area 
of  our  ministry  and  of  developing  more  effective  plans  for  meeting  our  ob- 
ligation to  the  rural  sections  of  /.micrica,  this  conference  was  called^" 

The  final  report  of  the  comndttee  on  Land  Policy  and  Church  Stability  con- 
tained the  following  statement : 


"Famdly-tyoe  farm.    The  maintenance  of  the  family-type  farm  is  basic  to  the 
stability  of  the  nation.    Therefore,  national  and  state  farm  legislation, 
farm  credit,  and  tax  policies  should  be  formed  to  safeguard  famdly-typo 
farms,  to  provide  nev;  opportunities  for  the  establishment  by  farm,  youth  of 
such  farms,  and  to  discourage  any  t:'pe  of  industrialized  farming  which  ag- 
gravates the  problem.s  of  dependent  tenancy  and  migrant  farri  labor  c" 
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HEIPIKG  Fhm  VETERANS  IN  FINANCI.-.L  NEED. 

A  recent  joint  meeting  of  the  State  Fc-^rir.ers  Heme  Administration  Advisory 
Committee  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Production  and  Marketing  Committee  of  ttet 
state  helped  establish  better  agency  relations. 

Some  of  the  problems  facing  both  agencies  are  those  arising  from  the  number 
of  farm  veterans  who  have  purchased  farms  in  Pennsylvania  using  credit  on 
repajment  terms  that  they  cannot  meet. 

These  farm  veterans  are  appealing  to  both  the  Production  and  Marketing  Ad-- 
ministration  of  each  county  and  the  Farm.ers  Home,  because  of  its  reputation 
in  Pennsylvania  for  trying  to  help  family--t\'pe  farmers  who  are  in  financial 
trouble,,    Actual  cases  were  presented  and  discussed  as  to  the  solution  of 
the  individual  problem  involved.    It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Joint  committee 
that  these,  farm,  folks  who  are  in  financial  trouble  should  be  guided  to  the 
Agricultural  Council  in  ttet  particular  county  where  the  case  is  located 
and  this  Agricultural  Council  will  try  tc  direct  tlie  person  involved  to  the 
right  agency, 

EDITORIALS 

PRESERVE  FAKLY  FARMS .      An  editorial  i^^  Arthur  Car^per 

Capper's  F'armer ,  June  194.7  ~  -  •-  "The  number  of  farm.s  in  the  United  States 
is  getting  snBller.    The  size  of  each  farm  is  getting  bigger . '  There  were 
6,096,799  farms  in  1940,  but  only  5,859>169  in  1945,  a  drop  cf  237,630, 

"At  first  glance  this  move  towards  bigness  would  appear  to  be  bad.     If  it 
should  take  large  ' am.ounts  of  land  out  of  operation  by  family  units,  it 
v/ould  be  bad.     But  it  is  not  doing  that-,     J.,  C.,  Capt,  Director,  Bureau  of 
the  Census,  says  that  98  percent  of  our  nearly  6  million  farms  are  family 
enterprises.    They  produce  nearly  80  percent  of  all  farm,  products  that 
are  sold,  as  well  as  the  food  the  farr.ers  eat..,.,... 

"I  ha\^e  said  many  times,  and  I  repeat  once  again,  because  it  cannot  be  said 
too  often,  that  the  fcimdly  farm  irxist  be  preserved  and  made  secure o  There, 
democracy  is  strong.    There,  men  and  wom.en  love  freedomi  so  much  that  they 
will  fight  to  keep  it.    There,  the  American  w^ay  of  life  is  strongly  en- 
trenched „    The  family  farm,  is  the  spiritual  citadel  of  dem^ocracy, 

"How  can  the  family  farm,  be  safeguarded?    There  are  many  v;ays  it  can  be 
done„    I  will  list  six  important  ones?. 

''First — B^^  encouraging  ownership.    Today,  farm  tenancy  is  at  the  lowest 
level  in  half  a  century. . . . ,  0  cSec_qnd;--.By  bettering  the  conditions  of  ten- 
ancy.   This  can  be  done  by  imipro\dng  homes  snd  buildings;  granting  longer 
tenure;  making  it  profitable  for  the  tenant  to  +;ake  good  care  cf  the 
land  0  f « ,  oThird- — By  persuading  farmers  to  adopt  a  program  that  will  yield 
the  most  incom.e  from  the  land  over  many  years  vidthout  robbing  the  soil  of 
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of  its  fertility''  Fourth— continuing  and  increasing  the  valuable 

research  v;ork  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Land 

Grant  Colleges  Fifth — By  greater  mechanization  of  all  farm  labor. 

Chores,  haying,  cotton,  corn,  potato  and  beet  production,  and  spraying  to  ■ 
control  diseases  and  pests,  need  it  mostt    Recently,  development  of  smaller 
tractors  and  implements  to  go  mth  them  is  bringing  benefits  of  mechaniza- 
tion to  smaller  family  farm  units.    Sixth — By  extension  of  rural  electrifi- 
cation,       .This  will  help  mechanize  chore  labor  and  work  in  the  home..... 
Thus  country''  living  will  become  more  attractive  and  more  young  men  and 
women  are  likely  to  rem:ain  on  the  farnis.    This  will  be  good  for  agriculture. 

A  FALSE  ECOHOM  HITS  THE  FAPJVJ£R.  '        An  editorial 


Asheville  (N,C. )  Citizen,  June  5  _  -  -  "tarm  aid  gets  down  to  the.  grass 
roots  when  it  helps  the  small  farmer,  the  tenant,  the  sharecropper — the 
man  who  is -in  the  vast  majority  on  this  rich  American  soil. , . . . . . .In  ten' 

years  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  assisted  31,678  .low-income  farmers  in 
North  Carolina  to  rehabilitate  themselves.  It  helped  them  to  buy  farms,  to 
purchase  equipment  and  to  engage  in  sound,  remunerative  farming  methods. 

"Most  of  this  T;as  done,  and  is  still  being  done,  on  a  loan  basis.    There  is 
little  or  no  competition  with  private  lending  agencies.    A  tenant  or  -share-'  • 
cropper  generally  is  not  a  'good  risk'.    But  of  the  29,000  rural  rehabilita- 
tion loans  made  in  North  Carolina,  m.ore  than  12,000  have  been  paid  in  full. 
And  of  the  2,650  farm  ownership' loans  made,  339  already  have  been  repaid 
(though  the  loans  were  on  a  40--year  basis i,)'  and  the  others' are  being  liqui- 
dated 3,2  times  faster  than  the  schedule  called  for, 

"It  is' not  correct,  the refoTe,  to  argue  that  cuts  in  a  program  such  as  this 
are  for  the  sake  of  'economy'.    The  Government  gets  its  m.oney  back," 


QUCTES  FROil  T^IE  NE:VS 
HONOR  FARM  FAaJLILS  FOR  LIFTIKG  DEBT. 

Pes  Moines  (Iowa)  Register,  Ames,  Iowa.  More  than  300  farm  families 

were  honored  on  the  Iowa  State  College  campus  Monday  and  received  diplo- 
mas for  having  attained  a  mortgage  free  status. 

The  families,  who  less  than  10  yars  ago  had  started  from,  scratch  with  a 
government  loan  for  the  full  value  of  the  farm  and  in  the  mieantime  had 
paid  off  the  debt  in  full,  were  honored  by  the  Farmers  Home  Administration. 

The  313  families  who  have  paid  off  their  indebtedness  in  full  and  v/ho  own 
their  farms  free  of  encumbrance  had  borrowed  m.ore  than  tvro  m.illion  dollars 
but  their  debts  were  paid  off  from  30  to  35  years  ahea.d  of  schedule. 


B,  W.  Lodwick,  State  Director  of  the  FHA,  praised  the  determination  of 
those  who  had  been  able  to  pay  off  the  40-year  loans  in  only  a  fraction 
of  the  allotted  time  and  predicted  that  loans  of  this  nature  in  the  future 
can  be  handled  by  local  financings 

Dillard  B.  Lasseter^  national  administrator  of  WA,  paid  tribute  to  the 
Iowa  soil  which  made  possible  the  record  of  the  Iowa  group,  adding  that 
work  and  determination  also  played  an  important  part. 

"But  it  was  character  that  made  the  program  succeed,"  he  declared, 

"Character  must  be  added  to.  the  other  factc-rs-  that-  go  to  make  up  success 
in  a  project  of  this  kind. 

"And  I  am  particularly  glad  to  have  on  hand  here — so  that  we  can  pay 
tribute  to  those  who  probably  had  the  m^ost  to  do  with  this  record — the 
wives c"  . 

RSTURNED  VETERANS  USE  LOANS  OF  friA  TO  START  FARI.JNG.     By  Gormen  Lawrence. 

Marv'-ville  {lLo_.)  Daily  Forum.  Since  January  1,  1945  the  Farr;iers  Home 

Admdnistration  in  Nodaway  County  has  made  46  loans  to  veterans,  many  of 
the  veterans  being  newljr  married  and  bringing  brides  who  are  tackling  new 
situations  and  keeping  house  for  the  first  tim.e. 

One,  Merle  Thurm.an,  put  in  20  months  of  combat  duty  in  the  European 
theater  and  when  he  returned  to  the  states  he  was  so  nervous  he  could  hard- 
ly endure  it.     "Farming  has  calmed  miy  nerves,"  Thurm.an  says,  "There  is  less 
noise  in  the  country  and  farming  has  kept  m.y  mdnd  occupied „"    He  has  learned 
how  to  contour  and  to  take  better  care  of  his  livestock  and  he  says  if  it 
were  not  for  financing  through  th-^^  Farmers  Home  he  would  probably  be  a 
'grease  monkey  in  some  garage „ 

Another  veteran  is  Robert  D-  Duff  who  was  in  Leyte  for  tv>ro  years  and  who 
resides  near  Graham.    He  says,  "Just  making  that  farm,  and  home  plan  gave 
me  a  better  idea  of  m^y  operations  on  the  farm.    Farming  keeps  me  busy  and 
keeps  my  mind  off  the  past,"    Were  it  not  for  his  Farmers  Hom.e  loan  he  says 
he  would  ha.ve  been  a  switchboard  operator  and  he  wouldn't  have  been  able  to 
farm  for  two  or  three  years „ 


The  honor  of  beiiig  named  "Farm  Family  of  the  Year"_i  an  annual  contest  for 
borrowers  of  the  Farmers  Home  Admdnistration,  is  arousing  keen  comipetition 
in  Vv'arren  County,  says  the  Vickesburg  (Kiss,)  Evening  Post.    The  county 
supervisor  of  the  Farmers  Home,  Van  H»  Smith,  reports  that  about  175  faird- 
lies  will  be  enrolled  this  year  in  this  contest  for  better  farming  and 
hom.emaking  m.ethods.    At  the  end  of  the  year  four  winners  vdll  be  chosen  in 
each  county,  one  from,  each  of  the  following  groups j  'ATiite  renters,  V/hite 
ovvTiers,  Negro  renters  and  Negrc  owners.    From  these  county  winners  there 


■will  be  chosen  four  representatives  each  of;  the  six  districts  and  later 
on  from  the  district  vvinners  mil  be  the- final  selection  of  the  four  who 
will  be  "Farm  Family  of  the  Year"  for  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

The  event  is  sponsored  by  the  Farmers  Hom.e  Administration.    To  be  eligible 
the  family  must.  }Ki.ve  been  enrolled  in  the  program  for  a  year^  must  be  cur- 
rent in  their  accounts,  keep  a  record  to  substantiate  their  progress  and 
derive  their  major  income  from  the  f 

A  RSAL  CliAPTER  IN  BTROVEBiENT.     Br  Ralph  McGill 

Atlanta  (Ga. )  Constitution,  July  18 ^  1947  -The  reason  why  Jesse  ^ars, 

one  of  the  Negro  farm.ers  succeeding  under  the  Tenant  Purchase  plan  is  doing 
so  well  is  because  a  certain  schoolteacher  for  24.  years  doesn't  mind  get- 
ting out  and  chopping  cotton  or  doing  -..vhat  work  the  farm  demands.  That 
schoolteacher  is  his  wife.. 

Jesse  Byars  got  his  farm  thru  the  Butts  Co"inty  comimittee  of  farmers  in 
1939  and  also  a  production  loan.    The  farm  had  been  abused  and  had  plenty 
of  gullies.    So  Jesse  set  his  hand  to  the  plow,  figuratively  and  literally,. 
He  worked  until  he  was  ready  to  drop  bu.t  he  did  exactly  what  they  told  him 
to  do.    It  was  his  big  chance  to  get  on  his  feet  as  a  farmer — what  the 
soil  conservation  m.an;,  the  County  Agent  and  the  Tenant  Purchase  Supervisor 
told  him, — he  did..    Sometimes  it  didn't  seem  quite  right,  it  was  new  and 
strange,  but  he  did  it. 

He  has  now  a  farm  which  is  way  above  the  averare.     He  had  a  mighty  tussle 
with  grass  but  he  beat  it;  his  crops  look  good  and  his  rows  are  clean. 
Last  year  he  won  the  county  prize  for  improved  pastures  and  small  grain 
offered  by  the  Soil  Conservation  Co"mi.Ti ttee . 

Jesse  had  been  working  all  his  life  as  a  renter  and  after  years  of  toil 
he  had  little  to  shoy;  for  ito,    Kow^  he  is  ahead  of  his  payments  in  the  pur- 
chase of  his  farm  end  with  good  luck  and  good  weather^,  he  will  pay  out  in 
another  year  or  so.     He  has  earned  the  respect  and  approval  of  the  people 
in  the  county  who  know  him.  as  a  hard  worker  and  who  has  "proved  out," 

FARI^IERS  DEDICATE  BANKHEAD  T'CUUTAIN. 

Birmingham  (Ala  ^ )  Post ,  Augi^st  29  -  -  -  Farm  ownership  borrowers  of  the 
Farmers  Home  Administration  from  eight  counties  in  the  Tennessee  Valley 
witne"=^sed  the  form.al  dedication  of  a  miem.orial  drinking  fountain  in  honor 
of  the  late  Senator  John  Rinkhead  and  heard  three  mem.bers  cf  Alabama's  con- 
gressional delegation  declare  that  opportunities  for  tenants  to  become  farm 
owners  must  be  expanded.     Speakers  on  the  program  included  Senators  Lister 
Hill  and  John  Sparkm£in,  Congressman  Rob  Jones,  iidmdnistrator  Dillard  B. 
Lasseter,  State  Director  Julian  Brown  and  Fred  Stewart,  Superintendent  of 
the  Tennessee  Valley  substation. 
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John  B,  Hayes ^  President  of  the  Eankhead- Jones  Farm  Ownership  Association 
presented  the  fountain  to  Mrc  Stevcart,    It  carried  the  following  inscrip  - 
tion; "Erected  in  honor  of  Senator  tJohn  H.  Bankhead  by  the  Ecvnkhe ad- Jones 
Farm  Chmership  Association  for  his  services  in  beha]f  of  tenant  farxTiers  in 
their  struggle  to  become  farm  owners  r"    Senator  Sparkrnan  declared  the  pro- 
giam  is  being  operated  without  cost  to  the  goverrjnent  in  that  loans  are 
being  repaid  ahead  cf  schedule  vdth  interest  and  that  every  tenant  who  as- 
pires to  become  an  owner  and  could  show  th^t  the  payments  could  be  met  from 
the  farm  he  proposed  to  buy,  should  have  the  opportunity  of  becoming  a  farm 
owner « 

Senator  Hill  told  how  he^  the  late  Senator  fenkhead  and  the  then  Congress- 
man Sparkmen-  fought  to  get  the  program  established o    He  said  the  program 
is  sound  and  that  instead  of  fifteen  million  dollars  a  year,  it  should  be 
expanded  to  a  billion  dollar  annual  pa;>Tr.ent,    Congressman  Jones  pledged 
himself  to  continue  to  v;ork  with  the  forward-  looking  members  cf  Congress 
towards  the  expansion  of  the  program  for  the  need  today  for  providing  the 
opportunity  for  farm  ownership  is  just  as  great  ss  when  the  program  was 
star  cede 

From*     Congressional  Record  of  July  16-      Page  A- -3760 

Excerpt  from,  a  coast--to.- c^ast  radio  network  broadcast  by  Joseph  Fichter, 
of  Oxford,  Ohio,  Chaplain  of  the  National  Grange  and  IViaster  cf  the  Ohio 
State  Grange: 

 Yt^ays  and  means  of  encouraging  the  f amilj-.  t.ype  farm,  must  receive  our 

attention.    The  famdly-type  farm  Jind  the  rural  community  constitute  an  ideal 
environment  for  better  livingc    The  fann  home  is  the  best  place  for  normal 
living which  is  the  kind  of  living  that  all  of  us  should  seek  to  attain^.,. 
The  farm  is  not  only  the  seedbed  of  the  race  but  it  is  the  place  where 
democracy  and  wholesome  family  life  are  best  nurtured.    Parents  and  children 
do  not  go  their  separate  ways,  but  through  work  and  recreation  the  normal 
conditions  of  family  life  prevail.    By  sharing  in  the  work  of  the  farm  and 
hom.e,  all  learn  the  responsibilities  as  well  as  the  benefits  of  democratic 
livingo 

The  virtue  of  thrift  is  acqiiLred,    Independence  of  thought  is  encouraged. 
Farm  life  develops  integrity.    The  farrr.er  can  be  a  personality,  with  enough 
detachment  from  the  surging  mass  of  humanity  and  the  rush  and  glitter  of 
artificial  life  to  enable  him  to  think  calrrdy  and  objectivelyo    He  shares 
in  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  his  neighbors  c    It  will  be  unfortunate  for  democ- 
racy if  fewer  and  fewer  people  live  on  the  family- type  farm," 


INTER-AGEKCY  COOPERATIVE  BROADCAST  PLAN 


Henry  lattenbarger^  ?HA  county  supervisor  at  Kingston,  Tennessee,  is 
largely  responsible  for  an  efficient,  smooth-working  inter-agency  coopera- 
tive plan  of  broadcast  now  functioning  over  WBT  at  Harriman,  Tenriessee. 
With  the  help  of  other  USDA  agency  field  people  late  this  spring, 
ViTattenbarger  initiated  a  daily  farm  broadcast  over  the  coinparatively  new 
station  of  lliBT,  and  now  these  people  take  turns  each  week  giving  radio 
talks  on  helpful  agricultural  topics.    Represented  are  the  Extension 
Service,  Forestry  Service,  Production    and  Jiiarketing  Administration,  and 
the  Farmei-'s  Home  Administration.       -  '  , 

The  object  of  the  15-rainute  show,  from  11:30  to  11:45  a,.m,  each  day,  is 
to  offer  timely,  practical  information  on  topics  of  special  interest  to 
farmers  and  farm  women,,     "An  additiona]  purpose'.',  sajs  Mr.  fettenbarger, 
"is  to  be  of  greater  service  to  the  manv  fandlies  all  of  us  assist". 
They  find  they  can  do  this  best  by  their  plan  of  good  agency  relations  in 
radio  broadcasting.     Sources  of  material  for  the  broadcasts  are  the  agen- 
cies themselves  J  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture^  and  the  State  Experi- 
m.ent  Stations . 

Mr.  Wattenbarger  says  "fflBT  has  been  most  cooperative  in  every  way,  and 
station  officials  consider  the  farm,  broadcasts  one  of  its  best  and  most 
popular  shows. 

BRIEFS  EROiv;  THE  STATES 

ALABAIvIA 

Elmore  County,  Alabama,  put  on  a  gardening  exhibition  recently  that  was  an 
eye-opener  as  vi/hat  can  be  done  in  Alabama  to  feed  the  family  from  the  home 
soil..  It  was  also  a  tribute  to  C,  B,  Edvi'ards,  county  supervisor,  and  Miss 
Hat tie  Wilson,  home  supervisor,  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration, 

The  Montgomiery  Advertiser  reports  that  the  agan-y  adopted  as  one  of  its 
Fiajor  goals  this  year  the  home  proauctirn  of  foodstuffs  and  216  Elmore  fami- 
lies enrolled  in  the  garden  contest.    These  v;ere  cut  down  to       by  community 
judging,  and  from,  this  14,  six  were  selected  as  winners  of  prizes  awarded 
by  Elmore  County  merchants.    An  outstanding  feature  of  the  n.more  gardens 
was  their  diversification,  many  gardens  having  m.ore  than  20  vegetables 
growing.    Thej  also  showed  what  fertilization,  cultivation  and  selection  of 
a  good  site  and  soil  tyne  can  do  to  promote  early  maturity, 

GEORGIA  -  ■ 

'Ralph  McGill  in  an  article  in  the  Jily  16  edition  of  the  Atlanta  Constitution 
relates  the  story  of  Edgar  Cook,  who  some  eight  years  ago  bought  a  farm  thru 
the  tenant-purchase  plan.    At  the  end  of  his  fifth  crop  he  had  paid  for  it  in 
full  and  instead  of  a  mined  out,  good  for  nothing  piece  of  farm  land,  he  has 
today  what  is  considered  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Butts  County.    All  this 
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didn't  just  come  about  by  itself.    The  ditches  didn't  grt  filled  and  cover- 
ed without  work.    The  land  that  was  so  poor  that  it  wouldn't  g-' a  quarter 
cf  a  bale  to  the  acre  didn't  just  get  so  it  wcoDd  do  better  than  a  bale  to 
the  acre  without  a  lot  of  toil o 

"All  you  need  to  do  to  farm/'  said  Cook,  "is  to  get  good  advice  and  work 
eight  hours  a  day; — eight  hours  before  noon  and  eight  hours  after  noon  J' 

MINNESOTA 

In  the  last  issue  of  "Notes  and  Quotes"  v/e  told  of  a  new  feature  that 
Editor  Stedman  of  the  Stc  Paul  Pioneer  Press  had  started  under  the  heading 
of  "Farmer  of  the  Week."    His  latest  issue  featured  an  FHA  borrower - 

¥rs.  Louise  Furey  of  Willow  Bnn,  after  hrr  husbands  death,  had  to  take  over 
the  running  of  the  farm.    To  support  her  10  children  she  had  to  work  from 
morning  till  night.    She  had  to  do  every  kind  of  v.'ork  behind  the  plow,  in 
the  barn,  in  the  woods  and  in  the  garden  with  team,  milk  p:'il,  axe  and  hoe. 

When  things  looked  darkest.  Uncle  Sam  came  to  her  aid.    Thru  the  Farmiers 
Home  /  dministration  I^Irs ,  Furey  qualified  for  a  tenant  purchase  loan.  She 
has  since  reduced  her  debt  to  aLmost  nothing,  with  all  interest  paid  ahead 
of  time.    While  Uncle  Sam  T-ras  helping  Frs  „  P'urey,  she  was  helping  Uncle 
Sam,  for  she  had  two  sons  and  a  daughter  in  the  military  service  of  her 
country"  in  the  recent  war, 

MSSISSIFPI 

The  iVIississippi  State  Director,  I'.r .  T^  B.,  Fatherree,  sends  us  a  copy  of  a 
letter  he  has  received  recent]y  from,  a  former  Lj.ncoln  G-.iunty  Comjriitteeraan. 

"  ..I  saw  in  FHA  a  chance  for  the  poor  worthy  young  man  to  secure  a 

farm  and  a  home^  a  chance  he  never  had  before.    I  thought  it  the  greatest 

thing  that  had  happened  for  a  poor  man.,  The  clients  still  come  to  me, 

both  old  ones  and  prospective  ones.    I  don't  think  they  do  so  because  of 
ability  to  give  good  advice,  but  because  of  my  long  association  with  FKA 
and  because  I  am  a  small  farm.er,  a  little  man,  one  of  them,  who  understands 
their  problems. 

Another  former  committeeman  wrote  Mr.  Fatherree:     "As  a  token  of  my  inter- 
est in  the  Jefferson  County  FKi.  I  am  offering  a  prize  of  :i>50.00  to  the 

family  who  raises  the  most  corn  per  acre  on' a  3-acre  plot  anything  above 

50  bu.  per  acre.     Jefferson  County  Bank  has  the  sam.e  offer,  but  have  80  bu. 
as  a  base  so  the  thought  struck  me  that  the  low  income  family  was  handi- 
capped.   I  will  av/ard  the  prize  subject  to  the  County  Agent's  and  your 
County  Supervisor's  decision,     I  am.  hoping  this  will  encourage  fardlies 
to  raise  enough  corn  to  fill  their  n^'eds," 

t'^ISSOURI 

From  the  Mexico  Evening  Ledger;     "You  can  talk  all  you  vrant  about  Govern- 
ment inefficiency,  but  you  ought  to  see  how  the  FHA  filing  system  operates. 
Smith  Black  was  looking  for  a  paper  in  his  file  today;  finally  gave  up,  and 
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in  despair  asked  the  'new  girl'  in  his  office,  who,  trained  in  Government 
filing  methods,  was  spending  h^^r  first  day  in  his  office.    We  were  amazed 
to  see  her  select^  the  right  dravi/er  out  of  orobably  20  with  unerring  ac- 
curacy, riffle  through  the  contents  once  lightly;  .jerk  out  the  proper  paper 
in  less  than  a  total  of  10  seconds  time ,    The  'new  girl'  was  Mrs»  Tva  Jewell 
Truitt,  of  Fulton.    And  she'd  never  been  in  the  office  before  I    That's  the 
fexico  (Mo,)  brand  of  Government  inefficiency  J' 

OHIO 

A  report  from  Golumbus^s  ObiOj  tells  that  the  amount  of  food  canned  by  fami- 
lies using  the  services  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  last  year  in  that 
state  am^ounted  to  over  half  a  mdllion  quarts.     State  Director  Sorensen  of 
the  Farmers  Pome  says  that  in  194-6  Ohio  families  reached  an  all  time  high 
in  food  preservation,    A  break  down  ol  the  report  shows  that  fr^jj-ts  and 
fruit  j'uices,  together  wi.th  tomatoes  and  tomato  juice  were  the  leading  foods 
preserved  comprising  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million  quarts  of  the  total. 

Excerpt  taken  from  letter  sent  to  Members  of  Congress  from  the  State  of  Ohio 
hy  Joseph  VV,  Fichtpr_,  fester^  Chl^  State  Grange: 

"......One  of  the  best  ways  to  prevent  the  spread  of  'isms'  is  to  encourage 

people  to  become  home  ornevs  and'  operators  of  family— type  farms.    The  excel- 
lent record  of  those  who  have  purchased  farms  through  the  services  of  the 
Farmers  Hcmie  Administration  gives  assurance  that  it  will  be  "vvise  to  continue 
the  provision  for  these  loans,  ,  These  servilces  not  only  help  those  who  are 
unable  to  obtain  loans  frem  other  sources  at  the  time  when  they  need  themi, 
but  they  help  our  v/hole  economy.    Those  v^ho  purchase  farm.s  -through  the  Farmers 
Home  Administration  later  become  clients  of  our  orivate  lending  institutions . " 

The  Batavia  Sun  reports  that  a  contest  to  stimulate  im.provement  in  living 
conditions  for  rural  comjnunities  has  been  launched  by  the  Clerm.ont  County 
Agricultural  Council,  is  to  continue  throughout  the  year,  and  close  v^ith  the 
awarding  of  valuable  prizes  to  the  homes  and  farms  making  the  best  showing. 
The  contest  has  for  its  object  im.provements  in  the  operation  and  surroundings 
of  farms  and  farm  homes  in  the  county.    As  outlined  by  the  contest  committee, 
some  of  these  in  p:^cver..ents  will  be  better  farm  practices,  beautif ication  of 
homes  and  grcjj'Aio^  installation  of  labor  saving  devices,  the  better  observance 
of  safety  principles  an.l  additional  methods  by  which  larger  production  and  a 
m.ore  abundant  style  of  living  may  be  developed  in  rural  coirmunities .  Russell 
Gs  England,  County  Supervisor  for  the  F-.rra':-^rs  Home  Administration  was  chosen 
president  of  the  Ccuncil„ 

TENNESSEE 

The  Car tha ge  Courie r  rencrts  a  m.erting  was  held  by  the  home  and  farm  owners 
on  the  p-.-'ogram  of  th*^  Farmers  Home  Adm.inistration  in  Smith  County  to  revievf 
the  staon. sties  of  thoir  progress  xn  19^6.     Of  the  17  families  in  the  county 
15  we:  e  '.'•epresentod A  resum.e  of  the  family  records  shows  that  the  average 
family  in  the  program  is  six  years  ahead  of  schedulpd  payments:  the  family's 
net  worth  showed  a  gain  of  ,tl,0$0  in  i9/,6;  since  1940  the  average  family  has 
shown  a  gain  in  net  worth  of  between  |42$0  and  $4500  and  there  are  no 
arrears.    The  participants  all  show  high  net  profits  on  their  farm  operations. 
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FIRST  INSURED  MORTGACE  LOAN  I^IADE  IN  THE  USA 

At  Americus,  Georgia,  on  October  3>  a  ceremony  marked  the  beginning  of  a  new 
Government  program  to  give  tenant  farmers  and  sharecroppers  still  greater 
opportunities  to  become  farm  avmers.    This  ceremony  recognized  the  purchase 
of  a  farip  by  Robert  A,  Hale  under  an  Act  of  Congress  passed  a  year  ago.  This 
Act  provides  a  way  for  private  capital  to  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  a  farm, 
the  investment  being  secured  by  a  mortgage  that  is  insured  by  the  Farmers 
Home  Administration, 

Hale  -,vas  the  first  man  in  the  United  States  to  become  a  farm  owner  under  the 
insured  mortgage  loan  service  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration. 

A  native  Georgian,  Robert  Hale  was  born  in  Paulding  County,  raised  in  Cobb 
County,  and  started  farming  back  vAerc  he  was  born.    When  the  depression 
came  he  ivas  sharecropping  in  Terrell  County,    A  stockholder  in  Callavra.y  Farms 
v/ho  wanted  a  farm  manager  heard  of  Halo  through  a  neighboring  dairyman,  hired 
him,  and  for  three  years  Hale  devoted  all  of  his  time  to  bettering  the  farm. 
He  v/orked  out  a  well  devised  plan  for  soil  conservation  which  brought  a 
corresponding  increase  in  production. 


This  farm,  "No,  12",  is  the  farm  Hale  now  owns, 
east  of  Americus, 

No  Cotton  or  Mules 


It  is  located  eight  miles 


In  a  section  of  the  nation  famous  for  its  peanuts,  the  Hale  farm  does  not 
depend  on  peanuts  as  a  commeroial  crop.    The  farm  is  one  without  cotton  or 
a  mule.    Hale  abandoned  cotton  three  years  ago  in  conformity  ir'/ith  a  farm 
plan  he  has  consistently  follov/ed,  mechanized  his  farm  and  specialized  in 
soil  saving  crops.    Hogs  are  his  most  important  cash  crop, 

lirs.  Hale  has  been  a  grand  helpmate.    She  can  run  a  tractor  and  does  so  if 
needed.    Her  big  project  is  chicken  raising,  and  the  family  is  building  up 
an  egg  business.    There  are  two  children,  June,  16,  v;ho  is  a  senior  in  High 
School  and  who  can  also  run  the  tractor,  and  a  6-year  old  boy,  Bobby,  who 
helps  in  many  ways  around  the  farm.    Not  to  be  outdone  by  sister  June,  he 
likevri.se  can  manage  the  tractor. 


U,  S,  Department  of  Agriculture 
Farmers  Home  Administration 
Washington  25,  D.  C' 
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The  loan  Yras  made  by  the  Bank  of  Commerce  of  Americus,  and  was  insured  by 
the  Fanners  Home  Administration.    The  ceremony  in  Americus  celebrating  it 
assembled  a  notable  group  of  men,  among  them  Senators  Walter  F.  George  and 
Richard  B,  Russell;  Representative  Stephen  Pace,  author  of  the  provision  for 
insured  farm  mortgages;  Governor  M,  E,  Thompson;  H,  L,  Wingate,  president  of 
the  Georgia  Farm  Bureau;  Dillard  B.  Lasseter,  Administrator,  and  R,  L.  Vansant, 
State  Director;  and  farmers,  bankers,  insurance  executives,  and  representa- 
tives of  the  press  and  agricultural  agencies. 

Pace  Explains  Program 

Congressman  Pace  said,  "The  Federal  Housing  Administration  was  authorised  13 
years  ago  and  it  is  a  program  under  v/hich  city  houses  are  constructed  and 
iiaproved.    We  all  are  very  proud  of  that  program  and  of  the  benefit  it  has 
been  to  people  in  our  towns  and  cities.    I  have  felt  that  our  farm  people 
should  be  given  the  same  opportunity  and  a  similar  program  in  acquiring 
fam.ily-size  farms. 

"There  are  some  features  of  this  new  program,  which  give  me  a  great  deal  of 
satisfaction  and  which  I  hope  Td.ll  have  your  full  approval*    First,  it  is  • 
the  first  program  of  our  Government  which  Yj-ill  be  entirely  self-supporting. 
It  is  not  expected  to  cost  the  taxpayer  one  penn^e    The  borrov/er  pays  3^ 
percent  interest.    Of  this  the  lender  receives  2^  percent.    One-half  of  1 
percent  is  placed  in  an  insurance  fund  to  take  care  of  any  possible  losses 
in  the  future,  and  the  remaining     percent  is  placed  in  a  special  trust  fund 
to  pay  all  expenses  of  making  the  loans  and  administering  the  program, 

"Second,  not  one  penny  of  government  money  is  used  for  these  loans,  but  it 
is  all  supplied  by  private  capital,  tliat  is,  by  our  banks,  insurance  compa- 
nies and  other  financial  age  ncies  a  nd  lenders. 

"Third,  the  loans  are  made  on  the  normal  value  of  the  farm  and  not  on  present 
inflated  or  future  deflated  values.    That  is,  to  get  a  loan  the  price  of  the 
farm  must  be  that  value  which  over  a  long  period  of  years  at  normal  yields 
and  normal  farm  prices  will  give  the  borrower  an  income  sufficient  to  meet 
his  payments  on  the  loan,  to  pay  his  taxes,  to  maintain  his  improvements  in 
good  condition,  to  build  and  preserve  his  soil  and  to  sustain  a  good  standard 
of  living  for  him.self  and  the  members  of  his  family. 

For  Family-Type  Farms  Only 

"Next,  these  loans  are  not  made  on  small  tracts  nor  large  tracts  of  land,  but 
are  available  only  for  the  purciiase  of  efficient  family— size  farms.    And  maybe 
as  important  as  anything  else,  this  program  is  intended  to  provide  our  veter- 
ans, farm  tenants,  sharecroppers  and  farm  workers  with  an  opportunity  to  Mve 
a  home  of  their  own  and  an  incentive  to  build  and  preserve  tiie  fertility  of 
their  soil.    All  wealth  comes  from  the  land,  and  it  is  of  the  very  greatest 
importance  that  we  build  and  preserve  our  soil," 

Charles  F.  Criep  of  the  Aniericus  Bank  of  Commerce  said  he  felt  that  the  2^ 
percent  interest  guaranteed  to  the  bank  was  "satisfactory"  to  encourage  pri- 
vate capital  to  invest  in  the  program. 
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Governor  Tells  of  State ' s  Progress 

Governor  Thompson  pointed  to  the  parade  of  progress  in  Georgia  and  declared 
t>Tat  in  1935  the  income  of  the  people  of  ths  state  totaled  $137,000,000  and 
that  by  1946  it  -Yas  •'$500,000 ,000,    He  said  that  in  1935  trie  avt^rage  per 
capita  income  throughout  the  country  was  .$609,  wnile  in  Georgia  it  v:as  $288. 
In  1946  Georgia,  had  a  per  capita  income  of  $809,  while  tJie  nation's  average 
was  !?l,21i!+.    "These  figures  show  if  we  continue  vdth  progress  in  Georgia," 
said  the  Governor,  '.'we  can  raise  our  standard  to  that  of  the  rest  of  the 
nation," 

Senator  George  praised  Representative  Pace  as  "one  of  the  most  persistent 
and  efficient  men  I  h^ive  known  in  my  rather  long  service  in  the  Senate." 
He  said,  "Representative  Pace,  in  fathering  the  farm  mortgage  loan  bill,  has 
built  better  than  he  knev;."    He  added  that  tne  saving  of  the  soil  is  vital 
and  that  "the  soil  which  flows  down  the  rivers  is  worth  more  tnan  the  gold 
from  Da hi Onega  to  Alaska." 

Mr,  Lasseter  in  his  addres:-;  said;*  "Tenancy  for  Georgia  stands  at  53'.8  percent 
today.    In  1940  more  than  60  percent  of  tne  state's  farmers  v-rere  tenants^ 
Here  in  Sunter  County  theru  is  novr  61,6  percent  tenancy,  a  decrease  from  the 
67.9  percent  of  1940.    1  don't  want  to  suggest  that 'tne  Frxmers  Home  A^min- 
istration  caused  all  this  reduction — but  I  do  feel  that  we  are  responsible 
for  some  small  part. of  it.  , 

"Throughout  the  yt-ars  our  own  small  part  had  be^n  shared  by  the  communities 
in  which  our  loans  have  bei^n  m.adeo    Under  tho  nexv  insured  mortgage  tne  com- 
munity rdll  share  even  miore,  since  now  the  local  banker  or  other  private 
lend^^r  also  enters  the  picture.    But  in  our  ten  j/^ars  of  operation  we  have 
always  called  upon  local  people  to  assist  and  guide  us  in  local  operations  J' 

Senator  Russell  Speaks 

Senator  Russell,  the  final  sptaker,  spoke  gravely  as  he  warned  of  the  spread 
of  Communism,  then  said,  "Tht.-re  is  no  better  way  to  demonstrate  the  effec- 
tiveness of  capitalism  and  democracy  than  tnrough  a  program  vnierebj  a  man  has 
title  to  his  land  and  ovms  tne  roof  over  his  head.    It  is  through  such  a  pro- 
gram as  the  insured  fara  mortgage  loan  plan  tnat  vie  show  the  world  that  our 
free  enterprise  system  works," 

The  ceremony  v:as  well  covered  by  national  and  local  prtss,  radio,  and  newsreel 
personnel,, 

A  IADD5R  FOR  TENAI\TS 

In  the -October  issue  of  Country  Gentleman,  Elmer  and  Lila  Belle  Jameson  of 
Hancock  County,  Ohio,  are  used  to  show  hovj  the  rarmt-rs  Home  Administration 
has  provided  for  tenant  farmers  a  ladder  up  v:hich  they  may  climb  from  ten- 
ancy to  farm  ovmership.    In  the  vreek  which  follovred  publication  of  this 
article,  more  than  ICO  letters  were  received  by  the  magazine,  asking  for  the 
addresses  of  county  offices  where  loan  applications  might  be  made. 


-  4  - 


The  article  points  out  hov;  the  Jamesons,  :vi.th  no  resources  wnicn  would  have 
entitled  thura  to  credit  from  non-government  sources,  were  i.ble  to  borrow  the 
entire  purchase  price  of  their  farm.    Their  loan  agreement  allowed  them  4-0 
years  in  which  to  repay  the  loan,  but  the  Jamesons  adopted  sound  farm  and 
home  management  methods  to  their  farming  operations, '  cooperating  fully  7jith 
not  only  the  Farmers  Home  ivdministration  but  other  local,  state  and  federal 
agencies,  and  as  a  result  repaid  their  loan  in  six  years.    One  unexpected 
result  of  their  accomplishment  was  winning  the  title  "Best  Ohio  farm  Family 
of  the  Year,"  awarded  by  the  Cleveland  Farmers'  Club, 

To  date  the  Yi/ashington  office  has  received  about  100  queries  about  loans  from 
Country  Gentleman  readers  who  mentioned  the  article, 

RURAL'  .REHABILITATION  IN  WASHINGTON  COUNTY,  UTAH' 

Edward  C.  Banfield,  former  Informiaticn  Specialist  in  Region  IX  and  until 
recently  an  "Assistant  Field  Representative,  made  an  exhaustive  study  of 
rehabilitation  in  Washington  County,  Utah^    An  article  prepared  as  a  result 
of  this  study  appeared  in  the  August  issue  of  the  Journal  of  Land  and  Public 
Utility  Economics « 

He  traces  the  county's  economic  history  from  the  days  when  Brigham  ^oung  led 
the  first  group  of  settlers  into  Utah«  'This  pioneer  settler  determined  to 
grovx  cotton  in  tne  upper  reaches  of  the  Virgin  River,  and  the  valley  became 
knomi  as  "Dixie",    But  cotton  did  not  flourish,  and  families  became  impover- 
ished because  their  farm.s  were  too  smallo    It  was  not  until  'uYorld  Si'fer  I  th^t" 
the  community  produced  enough  beyond  subsistence  to  invite  outside  cash  trade, 

Banfield' s  analysis  go9s  deep  into  the  farming  operations  of  tiie  families  in 
this  county,  shows  that  one  of  their  principal  problems  was  the  lack  of  credit 
to  expand  their  farming  operations  to  an  economically  sound  level.     He  shows 
how  the  supervised  credit  provided  by  the  Farm  Security  Administration  im- 
proved the  economic  status  of  the  families  in  this  county,  permitting  m.any 
of  them  to  become  successful  fam  ovmers  vmile  others  developed  into  pros- 
perous tenants  on  good  farms .  ' 

•His  article  pointed  out  that  the  rural  rehabilitation  program  in  Washington 
County  not  only  helped  farm  families  with  limited  resources  improve  their 
income  and  living  conditions  but  that  it  also  narrov^ed  the  gap  between  such 
families  and  their  more  prosperous  neighbors, 

FAIM  HABILCTATICN  PERSPECTIVES  IN         PQSTYJAR  PERIOD 

Samuel  Liss,  economist  in  the  Budget  Division,  Washington  office,  discusses 
the  problems  of  rural  iiabilitation  in  the  postwar  period  and  describes  the 
work  of  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  in  solving  these  problems,  in  an 
article  in  the  August  issue  of  Journal  of  Farm  Economics-^ 

The  article,  through  a  series  of  tables,  charts,  and  narrative  description, 
takes  up  first  manpower  and  productivity  trends  in  agriculture  and  postwar 
agricultural  manpower  needs.    It  then  discusses  the  v/ork  of  the  agency  in 
connection  vdth  these  findings.    He  covers  this  field  by  discussing  caseload 
perspectives,  welfare  and  production  efficiency,  and  selection  policies.  He 
then  studies,  the  tenure  perspectives,  and  the  legislation  available  to 
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solve  the  problems.    The  final  portion  of  his  study  is  a  discussioji  of  the 
over-all  area  of  responsibility  within  which  he  believes  are  the  best  targets 
for  farmers  Horae  Administration-  habilitation  operations j,  and  the  troublesome 
question  of  "surplus  farmers"  who  are  or  would  be  in  .the  marginal  or  sub- 
marginal  areas. 

COOPERATIVE  AGREEMENT»VOCATI ON AL  REHABILITATION  AND  FHA 

L.  C.  Carpenter,  Missouri  State  Director,  recently  announced  a  cooperative 
agreement  between  the  i''armers  Home  Administration  and  the  Division  of 
Vocational  Rehabilitation  of  the  liissouri  Department  of  Education  and  the 
B\irt-au  of  the  Blind,    This  is  an  amplification  of  an,  agreement  entered  into 
on  the  national  level  betvreun  the  tvi/o  agencies  in  March  19/^6,    It  provides 
for  each  of  the  agencies  to  exchange  information  that  will  be  considered  in 
all  referrals  for  assistance  by  either.. 

Under  the  agreement,  Vocational  Rehabilitation  offers  services  to  persons  who 
possess  mental  or  physical  impairments  that  constitute  e: .plojizunt  handicaps; 
guidance  in  getting  a  suitable  job;  hospitalization,  medical  care  and  surgery 
to  remove  or  reduce  a  disability;  artificial  appliances;  training  for  pro- 
ficiency on  the  job  selected;  and  placement  on  a  suitable  job. 

The  VR  Counselor  will  refer  to  the  local  supervisor  the  names  of  disabled 
persons  who  may  be  qualified  for  th>--  services  of  the  Ear/ners  iiome  Adminis- 
tration, and  vfho  have  expressed  interest  in  such  services.    The  supervisor 
will  refer  to  the  VR  Counselor  the  names  of  all  physically  impaired  persons 
of  16  or  over  that  come  to  his  knowledge  whether  or  not  they  are  borroivers. 
Counselors  and  Supervisors  vail  report  at  frequent  intervals  to  each  oth^r 
on  the  disposition  made  of  cases  referred.    The  report  will  indicate  the 
nature  of  the  services  planned  or  rendered,  and  if  a  person  is  declared.  • 
ineligible^  the  reason  for  such  action. 

RADIO 

A  good  working  relations  plan  was  carried  out  last  summer  by  an  Ohio  County 
Supervisor  who  accepted  tht  invitation  of  a  well-knovm  radio  farm  program 
director  to  visit  the  station's  tj^ical  farm.     He  took  4.O  Clermont  County 
families  using  farm  purchase  loans,  and  thuir  FliA  county  personnel  on  a  tour 
to  "Everybody's  Farm"  at  .^lason,  Ohio, 

"Everybody's  Farm"  is  an  average  rather  than  model  Ohio  farm.    It  is  owned 
and  operated  by  Station  V/LV/  of  Cincinnati,  and  is  the  origin  of  broadcasts 
of  a  popular  daily  farm  radio  program.    Tenants  on  the  farm  work  under  the 
direction  of  WLW,  and  frequently  participate  in 'broadcasts ,  discussing 
common  agricultural  problems  in  the  light  of  their  actual  experiences. 

The  day's  outing  for  the  borrowers  consisted  of  a  tour  of  this  unique  farm 
and  a  short  radio  interview  with  Roy  E"  otlcs,  VOJ"  farm  program  director,  and 
Betty  Brady,  his  assistant.    During  the  intermission  betvreen  broadcasts. 
Sari  Neil,  irho  runs  the  farm,  conducted  a '.tour  of* the  place  for  the  men,  and 
tors.  Mame  Neal  shoi^ed  her  kitchen  to  the  women. 
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Virgil  L.  Couch,  ^hief  Personnel  Officer,  in  an  interview  broadcast  on 
"Mutual' s  WOL  in  Washinton,  explained  to  thousands  of  Feder^.l  employees, 
alerted  beforehand,  the  effect  of  his  new  efficiency  rating  plan  now  in  use 
by  the  Farmers  Home  Administration,    for  comparison  Mr,  Couch  outlined  the 
methods  yet  in  use  in  many  agencies  v;here  a  basis  for  efficiency  ratings  is 
established  through  a  long  series  of  questions  that  must  be  answered  annually, 

WHAT  THE  PRESS  SAYS 

THE  GREAT  PUINS  HIT  THE  JACK  POT  By  John  Bird  '  ■ 

Saturday  Evening  Post,  August  30  -  -  -  In  this  region  of.  the  middle  west,  . 
that  extends  like  a  giant  thumb  from  the  Canadian  border  almost  to  Mexico, 
embracing  large  portions  of  nine  States,  half  a  generation  ago  despair  and 
bankruptcy  faced  a  million  farmers,  'They  v;ere  losing  the  fruits  of  many 
years  of  hard  labor  because  of  drought-produced  parched  soil  and  the  devas- 
tating dust  clouds  that  destroyed  their  farms  and  threatened  to  bury  their 
'homes .  :  ■  ,  ■ 

Today,  after  ten  years,  that  scene  has  changed.    The  same  v?ind  blows  across 
the  plains,  but  on  every  side  the  countryside  is  sleek  and  lat,.  and  farmers 
have  harvested  one  record-breaking  crop  after  another.    Millions  of  cattle 
graze  on  -the  lush  grass  and  the  earth  blown  ranges  have  become  vast  pastures. 

Among  the  successful  Great  Plains  farmers  is  Andrew  Brakke,  Jr.,  of  Lyman 
County,  South  Dakota,  a  young  farmer  wh,,  in  1939  burrowed  ';>11,000  after 
several  years  of  fighting  crop  failure  and  grasshoppers.    At  that  time  he 
had  only  a  few  head  of  livestock  and  some  household  effects,  a  net  v:orth  of 
about  $900.    At  the  age  of  25  he  took  on  a  farm-purchase  debt  that  might  be 
liquidated,  with  good  luck,  in  AO  years. 

This  year  Brakke  wrote  out  a  check  for  the  last  dollar  he  owed.    In  the  seven 
years  he  has  farmed  his  1,200  acres  of  grass  land  and  400  acres  of  crops,  he 
has  built  his  farm  and  home  into  one  of  the  most  attractive  places  in  the 
county.     His  net  worth  is  now  '$335000  and  his  incom.e  in  the  ^^10,000  class. 

More  than  1,000  tenant  purchasers  in  the  Great  Plains  have  paid  off  tneir 
4-0-year  loans,  and  the  4j5,00  others  are  paid  well  in  advance  of  schedule. 

A  COKa .UNITY  BLUEPRINT  FOR  BETTER  FARl/x  LIVING*        By  Arthur  Edwards 

Capper '.s  Farmer, '  August  -  -  -  Mr,  Edwards  says  that  in  Lawrence  County, 
Missouri,  agriculture  is  being, made  over  with  the  goal  "better  farm  living 
through  balanced,  farming,"     He  outlines  how  balanced  farming  is  achieved 
through -cooperation  ,of .  f arm  families  working  by  means  of  various,  groups, 
each  having  in  vievf  a  well  defined  end-product.     He  discusses,  among  others, 
the/farm  families  utilizing  the  services  .of  the  Farmers  Home,  Administration. 

The.  balanced-farm  plan  works  in  such  a  way  that  improvements-  to  the  soil  ard 
farm- layout  pay  thp  bilL  by  increased  production  from  the,  land  "^nd  livestock. 
The  entire  family  helps  develop  the  plan,  and  a  better  incofae  and'  a  mere 
desirable  family  living  result. 


He  points  out  that  since  balanced  farming  helps  the  family,  the  community  as 
a  whcle  i/vill  benefit, 

BRIEFS  FROM  THE  ST.VTES 
ALABAMA 

The  State  Home  Economist,  Virginia  Coker,  in  a  descr;iptive  summary,  reports 
on  the  homt;  nianageracnt  activities,  and  achievements  in  Alabama  since  the,  be- 
ginning of  the  program.    She  shows  hov/,  through  careful  approach  to  the 
family  problems  involved  and  through  winiiing  the  confidence  of  the  people 
themselves,  the  home  supervisors  throu,_^h,  ut  the  state  became  direct  con- 
tacts between  the  Farmers  Home  J^dminis tra:Gion  and  the  borrovrers,  bringing 
nev^  concepts  of  home  management,  health  and  sanitation, 

ALASKA 

The  Valley  Settler,  published  at  Palmer,  containing  news  of  interest  to  the 
farm  families  in  the  Matanuska  Valley,  coniments  favorably  on  the  reopening 
of -the  Farmers  Home  Administration  -.'ffice  at  Knch^.rage  in  charge  of  I,  M,  C, 
Anderson,    The  Valley  Settler  is  a  l6^page  mirr.eographtjd  weekly  that  furnishes 
through  its  news  items  and  advt.rtisements  an  excallent  cross  section  of  the 
social  and  economic  life  in  tlie  Valley, 

ARKANSAS  . 

In  the  January  issue  of  "Notes  and  Quotes"  was  a  short  story  about  the  Edgar 
Nicholsons  of  Jackson  County,  Arkansas,  and  huw  they,  through  a  determination 
to  succeed,  and  by  hard  work,  won  the  sweepstakes  a-v/ard  given  by  the  Memphis 
Commercial  appeal  in  the  194-6  "Plant  to  Prosper"  contest. 

Recent  information  brings  the  story  of  the  flicholsons  up  to  date,    at  the  end 
of  the  crop  year  19^6  they  had  repaid  all  but  $2,364  of  their  $5^330  tenant 
purchase  loan  and  had  a  net  v;orth  of  approximately  ^16,0C0,    This  is  an  in- 
crease of  $15,600  -jver  a  period  of  five  years  as  tenant  purchase  borrowers. 
In  194-1,  the  last  year  Nicholson  farmed  as  a  renter,  his  cash  income  was  $400. 
His  cash  income  in  1947  was  :;^6,173,  and  all  of  that  income  lias  been  made  from 
the  farm. 

INDIANA 

The  Farmers  Home  Adminrts  tration,  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  and  a  group 
of  rural  ministers  held  a  meeting  at  Attica,  Indiana,  in  ^lugust  to  vfhich  all 
bcrro^'rcrs  and  other  interested  farmers  were  invited.    Som.e  I50  persons 
attended  together  with  most  of  the  local  business  men  and  cc^mmunity  leaders 
of  the  county o 

The  group  listened  to  talks  on  the  value  of  soil  conservation  vrork  for  farms 
as  well  as  the  community  and  were  given  instruction  in  various  methods.  The 
local  supervisor  told  hcvr  borrowers  ;vere  using  soil  conservation  methods 
resulting  in  much  better  payments. 
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State  Director  T.  B.  Fatherree  estimates  that  12^000  Mississippi  borrovrers  ,1 
will  be  enrolled  in  the  "Farm. Family. ox.  the, Year"  contest,  sponsored  by  this 
agency^    The  contest  is  to  stimulate  interest  in  better  farming  and  better 
home  living  in  keeping  with  modern,  progressive  practices.    From  the  records  ^ 
kept  by  the  contestants  the  judges  consider  the  progress  each  family  has 
made  in  diversification^  soil  conservation,  f6e.d- production,  pasture  improve- 
ment, livestock,  orcliards,  canning  budgets,  adequate  poultry,  .meat  and  milk 
supplies,  year-round  vegetable  gardens,  clean  and  attraetive  homes,  landscap- 
ing, building  maintenance,  gain  in  net  worth  and  a  few  other  points ^ 

MSSOURl 

State  Director  L.  Ce  Carpenter  was  impressed  by  the  fact  t.fiat  evury  time  a 
member  01  his  staff  returned  after  visiting  county  offices,  he  brought  back 
some  interesting  information  regarding  the  activities  of  one  or  more  b'jr- 
rovfers.    Acting  upon  the  thought  that  "each  borrevj-er  might  .furnish  some  new 
examples  dealing  v;ith  farming,  ■  Carpenter  wrote  to  all  supervisors  in  his 
state  asking  them,  to  supply  the  of j?ice  Y;ith  details  of  interesting  cases , 
describing  new  ways  of  doing  old  j  "bs,  increased  production  on  the  farm, 
and  other  original  ideas.    He  wanted  to  know  the  "why"  of  such  examples  as: 

1»     Cows  doubling  their  production  Y;hen  changed  from  lespedeza  to 

Sudan  in  the  fall. 
2»    Increase  in  production  of  heifurs  now  freshening  over  their 

damis  where  a  good  breeding  program  has  been  carried  out, 
3.    Increased  yields  of  corn  in  dry  weather  because  of  being  on 

terraced  ground, 

4-t    Increased  jdelds  of  corn  follovring  svj-eet  clover  plowed  under. 

5.  Increased  profit  in  hogs  because  of  feeding  them  out  on  good      ■  ■ 

■     legiame  pasture  = 

6.  Increased  profits  from  poultry  because,  they  were  raised  on 

clean  grounds  .-.  .  ,  .  _ 

.    "No  doubt  you  think  these  results  are  ccmimonplace,  and^make  no  particular  . 
effort  to  point  them  out",  he  vrrote.    "On. .the.  other  hand  they  can  be  made 
the  basis  of  some  interesting  information  regarding  our  programc" 

In  reply  to  a  request  from  the  Amierican  Lee^ipn  for  information  on  assistance 
given  to  veterans,  Karl,  J.  Magleby,  State  Director  reported  tiiat, Utah  veter- 
ans iTave  received  339  ■  operating  loans  totaling  $414^-400,"  and  65'  ownership 
loans  totaling. nearly  %70,000.     On  hand  in  the  state  office  are  veteran 
applications  for  49  operating  and  360  real  estate  loans. 
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Note 


For  Adrainistrative  Use  Only     December  V^Ul 


STATE  COWCTTTEES  PROVE  HELPFUL 

State  Advisory  Committees  are  expected  to  have  a  more  active  part  than 
ever  before  in  Farm^ers  Hone  Administration, 

Letters  of  appointment  were  signed  by  the  Administrator  and  sent  to  all 
but  three  states  before  Christmas,    194-8  is  expected  to  set  two  new 
records  -  this  is  the  first  year  that  State  Advisory  Committees  have 
been  appointed  and  ready  to  function  at  the  start  of  the  calendar  year 
and  m.ore  State  Corimittees  are  now  functioning  than  ever  before. 

Despite  the  unusual  speed  of  their  appointments,  this  year's  comjnittee- 
men  have  been  selected  more  carefully  than  at  any  time  in  the  past, 
and  the  Administrator  expects  themi  to  be  of  far  greater  service  to 
the  Farmers  Homje  than  before. 


PURPOSES  OF  STATE  COMMITTEES 

In  our  agency  organization.  State  Advisory  Committees  are  assigned  the 
definite  task  of  advising  the  State  Director  and  his  staff  on  problems 
which  can  best  be  solved  when  many  minds  work  together.     In  states 
where  the  comjnittees  have  been  most  successful,  they  have  included  most 
of  the  agricultural  leaders. 

The  State  Directors  have  come  to  lean  on  these  committees  heavily 
because  they  include  representatives  of  the  groups  #10  can  be  most 
helpful  in  serving  family-t^'pe  farmers.    They  help  the  State  Director 
adapt  the  national  programs  to  the  needs  of  his  ov/n  area;  and  operate 
the  program  most  efficiently  within  the  State.    They  assist  in  co- 
ordinating the  FHi\  protp^an  with  the  activities  of  other  related 
agencies  J  and  inform  State  Directors  of  public  reaction  to  our  policy 
and  program.    Their  suggestions,  included  in  the  minutes  of  the  com- 
mittee meetings,  help  pass  on  to  the  Administrator  the  specific  pro- 
blems of  the  State,  and  offer  concrete  suggestions  for  the  solution 
of  such  problems. 

In  m.cst  states  the  State  Advisory  Committee  has  cooperated  with  the 
County  ComiTiittee  when  an  important  issue  of  state-wide  interest  has 
arisen.    Redfently  this  State  Advisory  Committee-County  Committee 
cooperation  was  well  danonstrated  at  Americus,  Georgia  and  Geneva, 
Alabama,  where  ceremonies  were  held  completing  first  insured  mortgage 
loans.    In  each  irtstance  the  two  committees  .worked  together  in  making 
the  event  outstanding  and  in  each  case  the  Chairman  of  the  State 
Advisory  Committee  conducted  the  meeting. 
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During  the  past  year  the  continuing  activities  of  the  State  Advisory 
Coininittees  have  reached  a  new  high  in  their  support  of  the  program  and 
in  their  aid  and  assistance  to  State  Directors. 

mo  ARE  THE  COM'ITTEES? 


A  statistical  summary  taken  from  the  373  biographies  on  file  in  the 
Vifashington  office  on  December  15  show  that  237  of  the  19/+8  State  Com- 
mitteemen gained  their  principal  source  of  income  from  farming.  Bi- 
ographies on  hand  included  all  nine  committeemen  from  34  states  or 
territories  and  partial  lists  from  12  other  areas.    No  committee  appoint' 
ments  for  1948  had  yet  been  received  from  Delaware^  Ifaryland,  liUnnesota, 


and  Wisconsin  and  so  this 

report  does  not  include  these  states. 

A  complete  breakdoim  of  principal 

occupation  shows: 

F/\roaNG  OCCUPATIONS 

OTHER  OCODPATIONS  ' 

Ovmers  of  general  farms.  - 

.135 

Extension  Directors^  w  :••  .  • 

-.35 

Tenants  on  general,  farms 

15 

Vo-Ag  leaders 

18 

Farm  and  estate  managers 

13 

Deans  of  Agriculture 

5 

Ranchers  (and  dry  farm.ers) 

23 

State  officers.  Govt.  Agencies  11 

Dairymen 

28 

College  Frofessors,  Pres. 

11 

FouLtrymen 

3 

Clergymen 

10 

Truok  and  fruit  farmers 

7 

Bankers 

13 

Farm  wives 

6 

Editors 

18 

Retired  farmers 

7 

Miscellaneous 

15 

Total 

237 

Total 

136 

In  addition  to  the  principal  occupations  shown  in  the  table  above,  39 
Committeeraen  had  a  major  supplemental  source  of  earned  income.  These 
included  11  who  were  also  owners  of  general  farms,  8  bankers,  4-  editors, 
8  merchants,  and  8  md.  s  cell  an  ecus . 

-'  The  same  survey  indicated  that  while  the  large  majority  of  all  State  Com.- 
-■-'initteemen  were  well  equipped  to  advise  State  Directors  on  agricultural, 
--"-credit,  or  social  problems  encountered  among  borrowers,  most  of  them 
•-'■also  were  officers  or  iiembers  of  groups  which  could  prove  equally  help- 
ful in  solving  community  or  rural  problems  affecting  borrower  families. 
■  A  list  of  these  Committeeman-af filiations  shows: 


ISTjZBERS  of  FARM  GROUPS 

OTHER  GROUPS 

.196 

.  55 

■Breeders  Associations 

38 

Bankers  Associations 

17 

AJili  Committeemen 

70 

Elective  offices 

18 

SGS  Boards 

30 

National  Church  Organizations 

12 

REA  Directors 

10 

Chamber  of  Commerce 

24 

Dairy  Associations 

9 

Veteran  Organizations 

39 

State  Boards  of  Agriculture 

10 

Fraternal 

18 

•-'  Total 

363 

Educational 

27 

Total 

200 

-3- 


Of  the  committeemen,  339  have  served  in  previous  years,  55  are  new. 
That  the  committees  include  many  people  very  familiar  with  problems  of 
the  small  farmer  is'  indicated  by  the  fact  that  13  comiinittemen  are  former 
borrowers  able  to  recom.mend  the  same  method  which  brought  them  up  the 
ladder  to  farm  ownership.    It  also    includes  25  former  employees, ■  and  ■ 
29  Farm  Credit  Administration  employees. 

• 

V^T  TKEY  HAVE  DONE 
Nebraska 

The  Nebraska  State  Committee  has  interested  itself  in  the  problem  of  . 
handling  debt  settlement  cases,  and  made  several  suggestions  to  State 
Director  Frisch.    Each  State  Committeeman  has  been  supplied  a  complete 
list  of  all  county  committees  and  each  plans  to  contact  those  in  his 
vicinity  in  order  to  become  more  familiar  with  the  actual  operation  of 
the  program. 

Georgia  .  , 

At  their  last  meeting,  the  Georgia  State  Committee  reviewed  plans  for 
the  forthcoming  annual  paid-up  FO  borrower  dinner.    It  was  decided  by 
the  commJLttee  that  two  annual  meetings  would  be  held  this  year  instead 
of  the  single  meeting  of  the  past  in  order  that  all  members ,of.  borrower 
famdlies  who  have  made  their  final  FO  payment  during  the  last  year  will 
be  able  to  attend.    Following  their  business  meeting,  a  tour  of  FO 
borrower  farms  in  the  county  gave  commatteemen  an  opportunity  to  dis- 
cuss with  borrower  families  their  problems. 

Idaho 

Members  of  the  State  Committee  spent  a  day  at  the  Black  Canyon  Re- 
jlamtion  Project  investigating  services  and  credit  needed  by  residaits 
on  the  project.    One  purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  integrate  agency 
services  with  those  of  the  Reclamation  Division  and  other  groups 
serving  these  mostly- veteran  project  residents. 

Indiana 

The  following  is  extracted  from  a  letter  mailed  to-Indi.ana  State  ;,. 
Director  Phillippe  by  E.  Vif.  Baumgartner,  president  of  the  First, Bank; 
of  Berne  (Ind. ),  on  the  occasion  of  his  reappoinement  as  a  State 
Committeeman: 

"I  assure  you  I  will  do  my  best  to  serve  on  this  comrrittee.     I  have 
enjoyed  my  work  in  the  past  year  with  this  committee  more  than  words 
can  express.    I  have  never  worked  with  a  group  of  people  that  seemed 
to  have  a  better  understanding  of  human  needs  and  the  desire  to 


rehabilitate  wortiy citizens  and  to  help  them  become  a  constructive  part 
again  of  our  economic  and  social  structure  of  our  country.     The  kind 
of  understanding  and  attitude  I  have  found  in  this  work  by  people  en- 
gaged in  it  is  the  kind  of  an  attitude  which  would  prevent  all  wars 
and  make  it  possible  for,  not  only  our  country  and  the  people  living 
in  it,  but  the  peoples  of  the  world  live  together  in  a  spirit  of  'let 
live ' . " 

Virginia 

Administrator  Lasseter  was  among  those  who  attended  the  Virginia 
Committee  Meeting  held  during  November.     S/D  Delano  invited  many  of 
the  State's  farm  leaders,  veteran  organization  officers,  and  farm 
magazine  editors  to  attend;  and  gave  them  a  detailed  report  of  agency^ 
operations. 

New  Jersey  . 

S/D  Tyson  has  worked  out  a  see— for-yourself  program  which  takes  each 
member  of  his  State  Committee  on  an  individual  and  conducted  tour  of 
borrower  farms.     The  corairdtteemen  had  outlined  for  them  the  prices 
being  paid  for  FO  farms  purchased  for  veterans,  the  tjnDe  of  family 
beir^  selected,  and  the  amount  of  supervisory  assistance  supplied  the 
borrower  in  follow— up  visits.    Based  on  these  discussions  and  field 
visits,  the  State  Committeemen  are  now  being  asked  to  advise  the 
State  Director  and  Jiis  staff  on  some  of  the  basic  problems  connected 
with  the  purchase  of  New  Jersey  farms  at  this  tim^e. 

Pennsylvania 

Administrator  Lasseter  attended  the  September  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Committee,  and  was  much  impressed  with  a  demonstration  of  veterans- 
on— the-farm  training  being  conducted  by  a  local  teacher.    In  addition 
to  the  committee,  paid-up  FO  borrowers  attended  the  meeting  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  discussion  which  followed. 

Washington  . ■  • 

In  a  recent  meeting  a  new  Farmers  Home  Administration  pamphlet  was 
studied  and  discussed  by  committee  members  and  state  staff,-  The  most' 
effective  method  of  using  the  pamphlet  to  inform  potential "borrowers 
of  opportunities  available  through  the  FKA'  or  of  showing  agency  ac- 
complishments to  interested  community  l€5aders  was  discussed,  and  a 
line  of  action  developed  through  county  committees  and  local  super- 
visors. 
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FolloYdng  the  formal  meeting,  the  conmiittee  was  taken  on  a  tonr  of 
Lewis  County,  an  area  of  potential  development  now  prin^rilv  3t\:u:.p 
and  brush  land.     Individual  families  residing  in  the  area  and  borromng 
from  FRA.  were  visited,  and  the  corjrittee  discussed  their  land-development 
problems.    After  the  tou:  the  corcndttee  met  again  to  discuss  their  find- 
ings and  recommend  future  r.ction.    The  ocmmittee  voted  that  such  tour-d 
of  special-problem  areas  wer'.  heloful  in  perfonriing  their  r.dvisory 
factions- 

Oregon 

A  recent  State  Advisory  Committee  meeting  in  Oregon  featured  a  tour 
of  the  18  units  of  land  made  available  for  veterans  through  the  Soil 
Conservation  land  retirement  program  no^-v  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
Farmers  Home.  '  It  had  been  proposed  that  Farmers  Home  provide  FO  funds 
for  the  development  of  these  projects;  and  the  State  Comrndttee  was 
called  in  by  Washington-Oregon-Alaska  State  Director  Duffy  to  advise 
him  on  the  prcgrami's  operations  to  dateo    The  Corriinitteo  praised  the 
work  which  had  already  been  done-  in  dividing  the  land  into  economic 
units,  but  urged-  the  m.ost  careful-  selection  of  bo rrcvrer- families  if 
the  program  was  to'  be  successful...    Som.e  of  the-  units  were,  questionable 
as  to  their  real  value  because  of  the  amount  of  irrigable  land,  and 
the  committee  suggested  that  such  units  be  examined  very  thoroughly 
before  purchase  to  make  sure  all  possible  safeguarids  had  been  develaped^. 

HOW  ONE  COI'E'HTTEE  HELPED  .    .  . 


In  a  Mdwest  State  a  few  years  ,  ago,  supervisors  faced  a  problem  they 
were  unable  to  solve  through  any  usual  methods.    In  the  State  Advi sory 
Committee  however,  the  State  Director  found  a  m.cthod  of  working  out  a 
Solution,  and  cooperation  in  solving  it. 

THE  PROBLEM 


A  large  section  of  the  state^  once  fertile  farn  land,  was  buried 
beneath  tons  of  subsoil  left  be.hind  by  st-.ap  coalminerSe,    The  mines 
were  no  longer  being  worked,  a  thin  covering  of  "wiaeds  and  snrouts" 
was  healing  the  wounds,  and  farmers  T/ere  coming  back  to  vrork  the  land.- 

They  weren't  the- good  farm.ers.    Many  did  not  even  have  livestock  and 
equipment  needed  to  carry  on  a  subsistence  type  of  farming  until  they 
could  locate  better  farm.s.     Their  crops  m.ade  a  quick  first  growth  that 
built  high  their  hopes,  then  burned  away  to  nothing  long  before  the 
harvest.    Their  livestock  had  no  pasture  after  June,  and  it  was 
necessary  to'  buy  expensive  feed,  '  .    ,-  ' 

3y  the  end  of  their  first  year,  many  of  these  f-'.rmcrs  were  bankrupt. - 
Moving  on,  they  v/ere  replaced  by  another  crop  of  hopefuls  who  faced 
a  similar  fate. 
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Farmers  Home  Administration  supervisors, , deploring  the . lack  of  foresight 
which  brought  the  farmers  to  the  poor  land,  made  subsistence- tjpe  loans 
to  carry  them  through  to  another  farming  seas on j  helped  find  better 

■farms  where  they  might  have  a  chance  to  repay  the  loanr    But  credit 
alone  couldn't  solve  the  basic  problem  of  large -areas  being  used  for 

■farming  when  it  'should  be  oiit  of  cultivation.  .■  ■ 

STATE  COMMITTEE  IIxfVESTIGATES 

The  State  Director  decided  that  among  the  members  of  his  State  Advi.sory 
Committee  were  representatives  of  groups  which  could  provide  the  right 
answers.    It  included  representatives  of  State  Agricultural  Colleges, 
other  government  agencies  working  with  farmers,  some  of  the  state's 
best  farmers,  and  influential  leaders  in  various  organizations..  If 
these  nine  men  could  be  made  to  see  and  understand  the  problem,  their 
advice  could  be  m.ost  helpful. 

A  State  Advisory  Committee  meeting  was  held  in  a  small  to\m  in  this 
stripped~off  area*    The  Committee  was  taken  on  a  tour  which  gave  thera 
opportunity  to  talk  to  borrower  families  on  some  of  the  sub-marginal 
farms,  and  to  other  farmers  on  better  land  in  the,  same  comsiriunity. 
Later,  the  county  supervisors  met  with  the  comjiiittee  to  present  facts 
and  figures  for  study. 

COmilTTEE  ADVISES  ACTION 

The  State  Committee  discussed  the  problem  thoroughly  among ' themselves ^ 
Out  of  their  discussion  grew  a  group  of  suggestions  which  included: 

The  Farmers  Home  Administration  to' make  one  FO  loan  . in  the  area,  and 
include  enough  funds  to  rebuild  the  land  into  an i efficient  family  unit. 
If  this  proved  economically  sound,  other  loans  in  the  area  might  be 
m^ade  in  the  futurej  but  this  first  one  would  be  studied  carefully. 

In  the  mean tim.e,  members  of  the  Committee  to  contact  the  mine-oivners 
and  determine  if  a  method  could  be  worked  out- to .replace  the  ruined 
topsoil  before  the"  land  was  turned  back  to  farming.   :  .. 

The  oommittee  also  suggested  that  potential  renters  or  purchasers 
be  better— informed  of  the  dangers  facing  them  on  this,  stri.pped-over 
land;  and  that  other  agricultural  agencies  should  cooperate' in  re- 
building it>   or  >vithholdiT»i:    it  from  farmings    Loans  should  be  m.ade 
for  soil  rebuilding,  pasture  improvement,  and  emergency  feed,  needs 
to  carry  over  till  the  new  program  was  in  operation.  ■  Long-t.erm  leases 
so  the  borrower  could  rebuild  the  land  would  be  favoredo    The  loan- 
collection  policy  would  permit  the  borrower  a  longer  period  in  which 
to  build  up  the  land. 
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RESULT3"; 

The  recommendations  made  by  the  State  Advisory  Committee  were  followed 
as  closely  as  possible.    Considerable  improvement  has  been  made  in  the 
area,  although  a-  complete  solution  of  the  problem  will  take  a  longer 
time  and  more  cpoperation  than  has  yet  been  .possible  to  achieve*  A 
step  has  been  made  in  the  direction  of  curing  a  community  illness, 
however,  which  affected  not  pnly  Farmer's  :H©me  .borrowers  but  many  others 
as  well. 

NATIONAL  m^S 

USDA  HONOR  AWARDS  '  "  '. 

On  November  12,  Secretary  of  Agricult\ire  Clinton  F.  Anderson  presented 
to  a  number  of  employees  of  the  department  awards  for  Distinguished 
Service,  Superior  Service  and  Length  of  Service.,    An  award  for  Superior 
Service  was  given  to  "ffilliam  C,  Orr»  Jr.,  Chief  Budget  Officer,  "For 
outstanding  leadership  in  the  development-  and  advancement  of  sound 
management  principles  of  budget  and  finance  administration."    In  pre- 
senting the  awards,  Itr.  Anderson  said:    "We  are  attempting  in  some 
small  measure  to  honor  those  who  have  signally  contributed  to  the 
Department's  objectives  of  improving  American  farm  life  and  serving 

the  Nation  as  a  vrfiole  Vfe  hope  that  to-day's  ceremony  will  help 

us  find  and  reward  and  will  also  act  as  a  stimulus  and  inspiration 

to  even  greater  achievement  and  more  faithful  service  on  the  part  of 
every  employee;  of  the  U,  S.  Departm.ent.  of  Agriculture." , .  . 

■  ■       , .,  ■■  -ji-  , 

FAIflLY  FABi  HELD  KEY  NATIONAL  COG. 

New  York  Times  September  17. ... .Attending  the  Catholic  Tri~state 
Congress  in -Grand. Rapids,  Charles  F.  Brannan,  Assistant  Secretary  of 
Agriculture,  declared,  "'The  family  farm > is  the  cornerstone  of  our 
national  strength  and  one  of  the  most  effective  bulwarks  any  nation 
can  have  against  communism.''    He  said  the  Department  of  Agriciolture 
was  working  on  a  long— range  policy  which,  wo\ild  not  be  dressed  up 
overnight  in  Vfeshington  'but  would  be  developed  from  consultations 
with  farmers  at  meetings  held  throughout  the  entire  country. 


HOUSE  COMJITTEE  HEARS  TESTBIONY   LONG  RANGE  AGRICULTURAL  FRCGR^IM 

Weekly  Kansas  City  Star,  November  5,   Members  of  the  House 

Agricultural  Committee  making  a  tour  of  the  country  to  obtain  factual 
comments  from,  farmers  and  others  concerning  a  long  range  program  in 
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agri culture,  in  a  hearing  held  at  Kansas  City,  heard  sixty  witnesses 
stress  the  continuation  of  farni  credit  facilities  and  substantial  aid 
to  soil  conservation  as  major  points  in  the  program,'. 

"F.  V,  Heinkel,  president  of  the  Missouri  Farmers  Association, 
brought  up  a  point  repeated  by  several  speakers.    He  said  that 
aid  should  be  supplied  'to  young  farmers  to  enable  them  to  buy 
farms.    Forty  percent  of  the  farmers  of  Missouri  are  55  years 
old  or  older. 

"'Time  was  when  farm  parents  could  give  a  yoimg  couple  a  team, 
add  a  plow  and  start  them  into  farming,'  Heinkel  said*  'But 
this  can't  be'  done  in  these  days  of  mechanization.    That's  why 
we  believe  Congress  was  wise  in  holding  the  Farmers  Home 
Administration  intact.;    There  m-ust  be  some  friendly  place  in 
agriculture  for  young- couples^  to  go  for  financial  assistance, 
and  equally  important,  for  them  to  go  for  constant  supervision 
,  on  their  day-to-day  pr  obi  em.s  until  they  get  on  their  feet.'" 


EDITORIALS 

Si.  LiqjIDATES  M'MDEA.    Briefed  from  an'  editorial  by  Stanley  Andrews. 

Little  Rock  (Ark. )  Arkansas  Democ rat  ^  November  2  'V/hen  the  Farmers 

Home  Administration  opened  bids  on  the  offerings  of  surplus  property 
here  in  the  State,  it  began  running  down  the  curtain  on  an  experiment 

and  an  idea  which  started  back  in  the  early  days  of  the  New  Deal  

The  liquidation  job,  now  virtually  completed,  has  resulted  in  more 
than  1,600  farm  families  becoming  owners  of  farms  on  125,000  acres  of 
land  originally  constituting  16  projects  in  the'  state. 

The  Dyess  Colony  in  l&ssissippi  County,'  the  first  project  of  its  kind 
in  the  United  States,  was  an  effort  to  develop  an  employment  project 
strictly  on  a  rural  angle  and  'to  resettle  people  out  of  jobs  in  their 
local . communities*  '  The  story  of  Dyess  is  filled  with  mistakes  of 
adjustments  of  people  to  the  land,  yet  to-day 'there  exists,  in  the 
Dyess  development  390  farm  units  on  which  that  many  families  are 
making  a  good  living  and  paying  for  their  farms. 

Of  the  1,600  units  on,  the  16  projects  in  Arkansas,  Farmers  Home 
Administration  officials  say  that  practically  every  Unit  is  either 
current  on  its  payments. or  several  years  ahead.    Recent  opening  of 
the  bids  for  the  unimproved  tracts  left  in  thiS' vast  resettlement 
experiment  will  dispose  of  some  13,000  acres  of  open  land  still 
undeveloped. 
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Y^E'RE  JUST  ABOUT  2000  YEARS  BEHIND  ..... 

How  many  Farmers  Home  Administration  County  Supervisors  realize  that 
the  techniques  they  use  to-day  for  the  valuation -of  the  farm,  the 
planning  for  soil  enrichment  and  rotation  of  diversified  crops,  stem 
from  the  agricultural  practices  of  the  Romans  2000  years,  ago? 

Ralph  McGill,  in  an  editorial  col-umn  appearing  in  the  AtJLanta 
Constitution  on  November  18,  reminds  us  that  we  were  'scooped'  2000 
years  ago.    He  is  a  Georgian,  and  all  Georgians  must  be  agriculturists, 
for  the  word,  'Georgia'  comes  from  the  ancient  Greek  and  means  'tiller 
of  the  soil.'    He  should  know.    His  column  says,  in  part: 

■'I  went  out  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  see  a  man  and 
we  got  to  talking.     'I  see  v/here  they  are  growing  a  lot  of  blue 
lupine  down  in  the  South,'  he  said._  |Yes,'  I  said,  'it  is  wonder- 
ful stuff.  ,  Florida  really  developed  it  but  Georgia  came  right 
along  with  it..... it  has  increased  the  yield  of  every  crop  save 
peanuts. ... .It ' s  wonderful  how  these  legumes .have  come  along  to 
help  us  diversify  and  rotate  crops,  building  up  the  land  at  the 
same  time.'    He  said,  -'How  long  would  you  say  blue  lupine, 
Austrian  peas  and  vetch  were  used  to  build  land  and  increase 
yields?'     I  guessed  about  50  years. 

"He  took  down  a  book  'Ever  hear  of  Virgil's  "Georgics"?' 

....'Let  me  read  you  just  a  paragraph  from  Virgil,'  and  he 

did  as  follov/s;-' "Let  the  husbandman  (farmer)  sow  his 

golden  spelt (wheat) where  before  thou  hadst  reaped  the  pea 
with  wealth  of  rattling  pods,  or  the  tiny  vetch  crop,  or  the 
brittle  stalks  and  rustling  underwood  ^of  the  bitter  lupine..,'" 

 "Almost  100  years  before  the  birth  of  Christ,  Virgil 

had  been  ivriting  about  blue  lupine,  vetch  or  Austrian  peas." 

A  3HARSCR0FFER  MAKES  GOOD 

Arkansas  Democrat,  November  14,  194-7.  .  ."The  years  have  proved  the 
tenant  purchase  program  a  remarkable  success.    And  rarely' has  it 
produced  more  spectacular  results  than  it  did  in  the  case  of  Horace 
Gray  of  Luxor a. 

"FSA  enabled  the  50-year-old  Negro,  who  had.  been  a  sharecropper  all 
his  life,  to  purchase  a- small  plot  of  land  in  fertile  Mississippi 
county.    He  paid  off  his  loan  in  full  in  the  first  four  years  of  his 
operations  as  an  independent  farmer,  and  steadily  added  to  his  holdings 
until  now  he  owns  80  acres,  75  of  it  under  cultivation.    From  that 
comparatively  small. ^Ict  of  ground  Horace  Gray  and  his -family  last 
year  to  ok"' in  "gross  receipts  of  1^17,921.95  and  realized  a  net  profit 
of  !;fl3,882.    This  week  Horace  Gray's  achievement  was  recognized  by 
the  Arkansas  Press  Association  which  awarded  him  first  place  in  its 
Live— At-Home  competition. 
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"The  land  supplies  nearly  all  the  food  needs  of c his  family,  and  the  farm  is 
fully  equipped  with  all  modem  conveniences.  It"'is  likely  that  Horace  Gray 
is  in  shape,  now,  to  weather  whatever  economic  storms  may  lie  ahead. 

"There  is  an  almost  miraculous  quality  in  this  story  but  it  should  not  obscure 
the  fact  that  Horace  Gray's  success  is  the  product  of  his  own  inherent  ability 
and  determination.    The  government,  by  granting  a  small  loan  at  a  critical 
moment,  helped  him  make  the  transition  from  cropper  to  landowner  and  Horace 
Gray  did  the  rest..    The  government  has  rarely  made  a  better  investment." 

(Ed.  Note.    This  editorial  was  so  much  appreciated  by  Arkansas  S/D  Highfill 
and  his  staff  that  they  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Arkansas  Gazette  editor  thank- 
ing him  for  his  praise  of ' the  program  and  its  results.) 

IN  BUYING  LAND  FLAY  SAFE.    An  editorial. 

Progressive  Farme r ,  October  194-7.      ."It  takes  bales  of  cotton,  bushels  of 
wheat,  and  hundreds  of  pounds  of  beef  cattle  to  pay  for  a  farm.    Just  how 
many  bales,  bushels  and  hundreds  of  pounds  depends  upon- the  price  you  get 
for  cotton,  wheat  and  beef.    After  ''i/'iforld  Vfer  I,  many  Blackland  farmers  bought 
200-acre  farms  expecting  to  pay  for'  them  with  300  bales  of  cotton.    As  prices 
fell,  600  bales  were  needed  to  pay  off  the  land  notes.    lHany  farmers  couldn't 
pay  and  they  lost  their  land. 

"Now  here  we  are  again  buying  farm  land  at  high^  prices.    We  ought  to  be 
figuring  how  many  bales  and  bushels  of  crops  and  hundred  pounds  of  livestock 
will  be  required  to  pay  for  it.    It  all  depends  on  prices.    Are  you  buying 
land  and  figuring  to  pay  it  out  with  $18  beef,'  $2.40  wheat,  and  35  cent 
cotton?    If  so,  you  are  on  dangerous  ground.    Maybe  the  Farmers  Home 
Administration  is  extra  conservative,  but  it  figures  out  the  earning  capac- 
ity of  a  farm  on  long  time  prices.    Its  long  time  price  on  which  it  bases 
loans  to  tenant  farmers  is  10  to  12  cents  for  cotton,  $6.35  for  beef,  and 
75  cents  a  bushel  for  wheat." 

FEATURES 

FUNT  TO  FROSFER  AWi\RD  WON  BY  INDUSTRIOUS  VJYNNE  COUFLE  ' 
By  Walter  Durham,  Director  Plant  To  Prosper  Bureau.  , 

Memphis  (Tenn. )  Commercial  Appeal ,  November  14,  A  dispatch  from  Little 

Rock,  Arkansas,  reports  that  Mr,  and  I/Irs.    Irvin  Sisk  of  Wynne,  Cross  County, 
have  been  chosen  by  the  Arkansas  Plant  to  Prosper  -  Balanced  Farming  Judging 
Committee  as  the  1947  first  place  state  landowner  winners  in  the  Commercial 
Appeal's  nationally  famous  farm  contest.  '  . 

Eleven  years  of  constant  improvem.ent  on  their  lOO-acre  farm  will  bring  the 
success  and  recognition  for  which  they  so  long  have  worked "and  dreamed,  for 
they  will  be  honor  guests  at  the  first  annual  Balanced  Farming  Luncheon  here 
at  the  Lafayette  Hotel,  sponsored  by  the  Arkansas  Power  and  Light  Company 
which  joined  the  Arkansas  Press  Association  and  the  Commercial  Appeal  in 
making  the  competition  possible. 


The^  Sisks  have  been  seeking  this  honor  since  1937,  when  they  were  tenants  on 
the  farm  then  now  own,  having  purchased  it  through  the  Farmers  Home  Administra- 
tion in  1939.    They  are  now  owners  of  the  farm  having  made  their  final  pay- 
ment this  year,  32  years  ahead  of  schedule. 

SUCCESS  STORY  -  A?ffiRICM  STYLE  . 

Opportunity  Magazine,  one  of  the  leading  Negro  publications,  features  a  story 
about  Ilr.  and  Lirs.  Joe  Pov/ell  of  Chester  County,  South  Carolina,  cited  earlier 
in  the  year  by  the  Southern  Farmer  as  the  "194-6  Negro  Achievement  Family." 

The  article  quotes  James  M,  Caldwell,  County  Supervisor,  as  saying:  "Powell 
has  always  been  recognized  as  a  thrifty  and  industrious  farmer  in  the  coxmty, 
and  cooperates  with  all  the  agricultural  agencies  in  his  community  to  keep 
his  soil  in  a  good  state  oi"  repair..    He  is  interested  in  dairying  and  has 
developed  a  fine  herd  of  high  grade  cov/s.    He  carries  out  his  farm  and  home 
plans  in  production  and  financing  as  advocated  by  the  Farmers  Home  Program. 
He  also  practices  diversified  farming  by  having  something  to  do  on  his  farm 
every  day  of  the  year." 

ROBESON  COUNTY  INDIAN  MKES  GOOD  -  RE^RKABLY  GOOD  .  .        ,  • 

In  the  January  issue  of  "Notes  and  Quotes"  there  was  a  story  of  Amaziah  Chavis 
of  Robeson  County,  North  Carolina.    He  was  the  first  Indian  in  the  United 
States  to  become  a  farm  owner  under  the  Bankhead- Jones  Acto 

In  the  past  year,  after  repaying  his  Farmers  Home  loan,  Chavis  purchased 
an  adjoining  farm  of  sixty  acres  , through  the  Federal  Land  Bank.    His  income 
this  year,  from  his  original  FO  farm,  was  ^^5,975.    Part  of  this  he  has  put 
into  farm  equipment  such  as  a  tractor,  planting  and  cultivating  equipment 
and  both  house  and  tobacco  barn  improvements.    He  plans  to  mechanize  all 
the  farm  operations  he  possibly  can,  . 

County  Supervisor  Thomas  D.  Anderson  reports  that  he  has  helped  Chavis  answer 
numerous  letters  from  seven  states  coming  to  him  after  the  publication  of 
Chavis '  experience  last  year. 

BRIEFS  FROM  THE  STATES  ' 

GEORGL\  '  ..  "    '  ■ 

Atlanta  (Ga. )  Journal  Vifoodrow  Stone  rose  from  chipping  turpentine  boxes 

in  1940  to  full  ownership  in  seven  years  of  a  tractor-operated  245  acre  farm 
valncd  at  more  than  $10,000,    He  began  the  climb  with  a  net  worth  of  only 
v^546,  according  to  Clinton  H.  Gay,  the  then  FHii  supervisor.    As  tenant 
farmer  he  had  been  living  on  four  different  farms  in  five  years  before  re- 
ceiving his  loan.    To-day  he  owns  his  farm,  has  paid  off  in  full,  and  by 
paying  off  in  seven  years  he  has  saved  in  interest  alone  more  than  enough 
to  pay  for  his  new  two-row  tractor. 

INDIANA 

Indiana  State  Director  llr.  Ralph  C.  Phillippe  addressed  the  tri-state 
conference  on  rural  life  sponsored  by  the  Lutheran  Church  that  was  recently 
held  at  Vfebster  Lake,  Indiana.    He  said  in  part  - 
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■'You  are  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  rural  CQinmunity,    So  are  we.  You 
are  interested  in  rural  people^,    So  are  we.    You  are  intereste'^  in  creating 
a  more  prosperous  rural  life.    So  are  vire.    You  arc  looking  ahead  into  the 
future  and  working  for  a  better  life  for  the  rural  family.    So  are  we. 

""iiie  have  had  considerable  experience  in  assisting  people  to  find  security 
on  the  land  and  helping  them  to  stay  there.    We  have  learned  that  fardly 
rehabilitation  means  meeting  the  family's  individual  needs."  , 

MISSISSIPPI 

Itawamba  County  Times,  Fulton  (MLss,)      An  almost  clean  sweep  was  made  by 
Farmers  Home  borrowers  in  the  county  Plant-to-Prosper  annual  contest.    In  the 
Land-owner  Division  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Monroe  Weatherford  were  named  as  co\mty-wide 
winners  and  in  third  place  were  Mr.  and  IVIrs,  Carljm  DeVaughn.    In  the  Tenant 
Division  first  place  was  awarded  to  Mr,  and  lirs.  Theo  Patterson,  second  place 
to  Mr.  and  litrs.  Alvin  Bradley. 

MISSOURI 

A  few  States  now  issue  monthly  memos  to  bring  interesting  data  to  the  attention 
of  each  employee.    "Feature  Highlights  Assembled",  lilissouri's  six-page  mimeo- 
graphed pamphlet,  has  a  foreword  on  its  first  issue  that  says. ."Briefly  we 
plan  to  use  this  release  to  (1)  give  recognition  to  jobs  well  done,  (2)  pass 
around  techniques  supervisors  develop  to  get  particular  jobs  done,  (3)  keep 
field  personnel  abreast  of  changes  in  personnel  regulations  which  affect  them 
and  which  are  not  covered  in  FHA  procedure,  (4-)  keep  employees  currently  in- 
formed on  personnel  changes,  (5)  act  as  a  clearing  house  for  news  items  from 
the  field*  (This  depends"  on  your  support.)" 

PEM'JSYLVANIA 

Carson  F.  Mertz,  Pennsylvania  Farmers  "Home  State  Director,  reports  attend- 
ing a  meeting  of  Agri cultiiral  Bankers  at  State  College,  Pennsylvania.  He 
explained  the  Farmers  Home  program  to  them  and  answered  questions  asked  by 
the  group. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Greenville  (S»  C.)  News. ... .Lewis  M«  Verdin,  Greenville  county  supervisor 
reported  recently  that  of  the  86  loans  made  in  Greenville  county  to  buy 
farms  by  the  Farmers  Home  Administration,  21    have  been  repaid  in  full  and 
the  other  65  are  up  to  date  or  ahead  of  schedule  on 'payments. 


Mm 


